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This is the first issue of the Newsletter for 1997 and with the general election coming up who knows 
what's in store? The good news is that, thanks to the efforts of your committee, Zebon Copse will 
have its own polling station so there will be no excuse for not voting! In this issue we include an 
article about the Basingstoke Canal towpath renovation, some information for those interested in 
getting involved with village twinning activities and news of changes to Zebon Copse itself. 

IMPORTANT EVENT FOR YOUR DIARY ..... . 
Thursday 17th April 8 pm for 8-15 pm: All residents are invited to attend our Annual 

General Meeting to be held at the Velmead Community Centre on Zebon Copse. 
Keep your diary free for this event - we intend to keep the formalities short, have a 
local interest speaker and to provide light refreshments. You will have a golden 
opportunity to meet the neighbours and raise any issues that are concerning you. 

POLLING STATION FOR ZEBON COPSE by Robert Ney 
Your Residents Association has been campaigning hard for a Polling Station for Zebon Copse. This 
was prompted by the very low turnout by our residents to the local elections in May of last year. This 
was largly due to the distance we had to travel to get to the Polling Station in Crookham Village. 
We are pleased to confirm that Hart District Council have agreed to establish a Polling Station on 
Zebon Copse at the Velmead Community Centre in Danvers Drive. Funding has been allocated to 
enable the new polling station to be ready for the forthcoming general election. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH NEWS 
We are pleased to announce that a new scheme is to be launched 
in the near future in Hunnels Close (off Browning Road) . Mark 
Hensoy, a recent co-opted member of our committee, has 
volunteered to become the NHW co-ordinator for the Close. 
WARNING: There have been a number of recent local incidents 
involving theft from cars : please make sure cars are securely 
locked and that all valuables are kept out of sight. 

ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 

STOP PRESS 
The noti board we 
promised you can be 
seen outside the Spar 
shop. This will be used 
to keep you informed of 
local community issues. 

Any residents wishing to become members, or would like further information on any community topic 
or wish to volunteer to help witb the running of the Association please contact any of the Committee 
members listed below. Membership of the Association is just £2 per year, pensioners £1 . 

COMMITTEE lEE CONTACT NAMES: Chairman- Philip Ashton- 816182; 
Vice-chairman and Membership - Nicky Dawson - 626422; Editor- Bob Cornwell - 613186; 
Treasurer- David Jackson - 615052; Entertainments - Robert Ney - 625426. 

~----------------------------------------------.................. ~~j 



CANAL TOWPATH UPDATE by David Jackson 
If you are a regular walker along the canal, you will already know that parts of the towpath have been extensively 
upgraded so that there is no longer a muddy mess whenever it rains. The local work, done last autumn by volunteers 
from the Surrey and Hampshire Canal Society, using materials supplied by the Council through the Basingstoke Canal 
Society, is part of a much larger scheme to provide an all-weather path for walkers and cyclists along the whole length of 
the canal. Some other areas, for example to the West of the Barley Mow at Winchfi ld, have been upgraded by 
contractors. The materials blend in well with the environment and I am sure you will agree that the result is a great 
improvement, especially in the wet weather. It should also improve access for those in wheelchairs and make pushing 
baby buggies a lot easier. 

The next phase, hopefully to be completed in 1997, should see our swing bridge linked by an all-weather surface for quite 
a distance to both East and West. For the moment, however, the local towpath has only been resurfaced from Crookham 
Bridge inthe West, past the Swing Bridge and half way to Malthouse Bridge {Gaily Hill Road) - to the stile Where the 
footpath to Crookham VIllage splits away just beyond the white cottage. 

If you have given up walking along the canal for the winter because you don't like deep mud, why not give the new 
surface at y? Who knows, you might even lose some of that extra Christmas Insulation! And if, Whilst out walking, your 
presence should inhibit the antisocial actions of those who would throw rubbish into the canal and litter the whole area, so 
much the better. 

CROOKHAM VILLAGE/LEVIGNEN TWINNING by Robert Ney 
You probably know that Crookham Village is twinned with the French village of Levignen which is about 50 miles North-
West of Paris. As part of the village, Zebon Copse residents have been invited to get involved with the May visit of a 
group of visitors from Levignen. They will be arriving early evening on Friday 16th May for a long weekend and departing 
Monday morning. 

Help is required to organise accommodation for our French guests for the weekend which will be for three nights. Help is 
also needed with the arrangements for the Saturday night dinner at which all the guests will attend. The dinner venue has 
yet to be decided. 

If you are interested in helping with this event please contact Crawford Morrow on 01252-616287. As an incentive, 
volunteers will be invited back to Levignen next year! 

CHANGES IN STORE FOR ZEBON COPSE by Nicky Dawson 
Hampshire County Council's Countryside Service are about to implement a new management plan for the Copse which 
will seek to restore and enhance its biological diversity. Some of the proposed management tasks may sound and look 
very radical but they are, in fact, traditional and accepted methods of managing the types of habitat found in the Copse 
before it was 'abandoned'. 

Coppicing of the 'underwood' is being proposed for a large part of the Copse. This Involves some thinning of the trees to 
allow more light into the wood and the cutting of hazel shrub layer to the ground to allow it to regrow. Coppicing brings 
new life to the hazel which is starting to get thin and straggly due to the shade in the Copse. The coppicing will take place 
in small compartments in various areas in the Copse and will be spread over a number of years to minimise the initial 
impact on the landscape and wildlife. The benefits of the thinning and coppicing will become apparent very quickly as the 
increased light levels lead to an Increase in the range of a number of species currently unable to germinate in the 
gloomy conditions, particularly the bluebells which are limited to the edges of the wood at the moment. Therewill also be 
an increase in woodland butterflies which need the sunny conditions found in rides and glades. 

Some of the Copse is also old grazing meadow and 'bog'. The bog area is particularly valuable as it is a rare habitat and 
is in danger of being overgrown with willow scrub through lack of grazing. The County Council intends to reinstate light 
grazing in this part of the wood by stock fencing and introducing 2 or 3 small hardy cattle for a few weeks a year. 

Volunteers are being sought for a conservation work party to help with some of the Initial management on the 
22nd February and the 23rd March. Meet at the Ve1mead Community Centre at 09:30. Contact the Ranger, Bruce 
Gwynn, for further information on 01252 870425. Volunteers are also needed to help with an Easter Egg Hunt on 
Easter Sunday in the Copse- contact Bruce on the above number. 

Newsletter edited by Bob Cornwell 
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