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REDFIELDS TO MOVE 
Owner confirms that he is moving to a new site on the A287 

Mr Malcolm Goater of Redfields Garden Centre today confirmed in a meeting with ZCRA representatives that he intends to 
sell off the current site opposite Zebon Copse Estate and move to a 70-acre green field site on the north side of the A287 
between the Murco garage and Crondall Lane. He has been planning the move for some 15 months and has just signed an 
option to purchase his new site. A special meeting to inform employees was held on Thursday 4th September and he intends 
releasing details to the press forthwith . 

He cited planning changes which threatened to envelop and constrain his present site, coupled with plans to carve a spine 
road from the Zebon Copse roundabout into the planned Gurkha barracks development area. 

Sainsbury are apparently lobbying hard to take over the site, but planning restrictions designed to safeguard Fleet town 
centre shopping make this option rather unlikely, said Mr Goater, despite the fmancial attraction. 

The other two options are for industrial or housing development. Housing has two advantages: it would maintain the 
character of the Zebon Copse estate, and it would make more money for Mr Goater. In contrast, industrial developments 
would do nothing to enhance the quality of life on Zebon Copse Estate, would produce less profit over a longer period for 
the owners of Redfields Garden Centre, and would probably take a long time to complete due to the need to fmd companies 
willing to locate on the site. 

Nevertheless, the Council now plans industrial development along the whole frontage opposite 
Zebon Copse Estate from the existing industrial area along to Ewshot Lane. 

Mr Goater explained that staying on the present site was no longer an option for the garden centre. The Residents of Zebon 
Copse seem therefore to have been presented with a fait accompli hatched over a long period with local planners despite the 
Redfields GS site being outside the currently published planning boundary. Indeed, the whole story only emerged from the 
shadows in recent weeks when an amendment to the local plan was discovered attached to a planning application for DEV8, 
the site between the garden centre and the existing Redfields Industrial Estate. 

The DEV8 planning application has been robustly challenged by ZCRA (see shop notice board). It would seem that the 
best we can expect for the remaining frontage is for a screen of houses to shield further industrial development from 
Redfields Lane and the frontage of Zebon Copse Estate as proposed by Mr Goater in his draft outline Planning Application. 

Your support is urgently needed if the country environment of the Zebon Copse Estate frontage is not to be lost 
forever in undercover deals between the council and local businessmen. 

What you can do ... 
+ Join ZCRA if you are not already a member. 
+ Apply to join the committee if you have time and energy to contribute to an effective campaign of opposition. 
+ Visit the planning section of Hart Council offices in Fleet. Read relevant planning applications and study development 

plans for the local area. Make sure they know you are from the estate. 
+ Let ZCRA know your views of the plans so that we may effectively represent the interests of the majority. In parallel, 

write to the planners and your local councillors spelling out your objections, with a copy to ZCRA please so we can 
back you up. 

David Jackson 
34 Danvers Drive. Churc Crookham. Ham shire GU13 OZD 

Zebon Copse Residents Association 
01252-615052 


