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Robert Ney Redfields Update 
Congratulations to Robert Ney on gaining a 
significant promotion. Unfortunately for 
ZCRA, this also entails a move to Ipswich. 
Robert has therefore been forced to relinquish 
his membership of ZCRA and its committee, 
and his position as a Crookham Village Parish 
Councillor. 

Robert was a founder member of ZCRA and has 
done much valuable committee work on a wide 
range of topics on behalf of residents. But his 
forte was the social side, where he excelled in 

his duties as Social Secretary in organising 
functions and volunteers over the years. 

Organisers of future fetes and barbecues will 
miss Robert's willing and experienced 
contributions both in planning and preparation 
and in enthusiastic participation on the day. 

We wish Trish and Robert every success and 
happiness in their new life and hope they will be 
able to maintain their contacts with Zebon 
Copse. Our thanks to them both for all their 
efforts on our behalf. 

The last NewsLetter gave 
details of ZCRA objections to 
the plan for the existing 
Redfields site to be 
redeveloped as a mix of 
industrial and housing units. 

Since then, Hart District 
Council has been considering 
its response to both this and the 
related planning application for 
a new garden centre on the 
north side of the A287 opposite 
Bowenhurst Kennels . 

Although no public 
announcements have been 
made, ZCRA understands that 
the planning application for 
development of both old and 
new Redfields sites will be 
withdrawn pending clarification 
of the underlying issues. 

Apparently, HDC does not 
agree that the basis for the 
move - that development of the 
Ghurka Barracks site would 
compromise the commercial 
prospects of Redfields Garden 
Centre - is justified by the 
current status of planning for 
the future of the adjacent MOD 
land. Until the public enquiry, 
due to report during 1998, has 
completed its work, the future 
of the Redfields site will 
remain uncertain. 

With recent press reports of the 
MOD's plan for 1000 houses 
on the QEII site, it seems 
likely that knock-on effects on 
our local area will be 
considerable. 

ZCRA will keep a close watch. 

Zebon Copse Conservation 
The low turnout for the conservation 
session in Zebon Copse on a glorious 

with the footpath through the woods 
just south of the Swing Bridge. 

trammg in aspects of conservation 
with the aim of establishing a 

27th December was 
somewhat disappointing, but 

-------------------- self-sufficient local group of 

gratifying for those who did 
attend in the amount of work 
completed. The last part of 

March Working Parties volunteers to take over 
routine tasks from the County 
Rangers . Meet at the 

Velmead Community Centre 
at 0930 on the planned open grazing 

area was cleared to the east 
of the metalled path through 
the Copse. The fire used to 
recycle the excess tree 
material was still burning the 
next day! 

Saturday 7 March and Wednesday 18 March 
for sessions until 1600. 

The next steps are to install a 
boardwalk for public access 
and gates to restrain the 
occasional grazing cattle 
planned to control growth of 
unwanted grass. 

Wear old clothes and wellies! 
Even if you can't attend for the whole time, 

please come when you can. 

Ranger Bruce Gwynn from 
Hampshire County Council is always 
pleased to welcome new volunteers 
to help in maintaining the Copse. 
He has an ambitious programme of 
conservation work and will be 
publishing a programme for the first 
part of 1998. Keep an eye open on 
notice boards around the Copse and, 
in particular, on the black notice 
board on Watery Lane at the junction 

There is work for those at all levels 
of fitness. Tools and protective 
gloves are provided, but volunteers 
should wear old clothes and 
waterproof boots. Note that sparks 
from fires can wreak havoc with 
manmade fabrics on anoraks etc, and 
that the swampy ground makes 
wellingtons a must. 

For those who are really keen, there 
is the possibility of specialised 

Bruce has recruited a group 
of Ghurka soldiers to help with the 
construction tasks in return for a 
chance to meet local people and 
practice in English conversation. 
With the added incentive of sharing 
some authentic Nepalese food, a 
good turnout of volunteers would be 
most appreciated for both the March 
working parties. 

David Jackson 
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AGM 23 April Summer Social Events 
This year's AGM will be held in the 7 June Crookham Village Fete 
Velmead Community Centre on 12 July Zebon Copse Barbecue 
Thursday 23 April starting at Make a note in your diaries NOW ! 8:15pm. All Residents of Zebon ___________ 
Copse and Freelands Farm estates are 
cordially invited to attend and join 
ZCRA if not already a member. 

It is hoped to have external speakers 
on topical subjects after the formal 
business of the AGM has been 
completed. See noticeboards and the 
next Newsletter for further details . 

Notice Boards 
Just a reminder that ZCRA has its own notice board on the wall of the 
shop on the side towards the Dental Practice. Do keep an eye open for 
minutes of the Parish Council and other items of local interest, including 
Newsletters and notices from ZCRA. 

The Parish Council has a notice board at the entrance to Zebon Copse 
estate from Redfields Lane. Earlier this month a laminated map of the 
estate was put up to help delivery drivers etc. However, very soon 

Twinning 
There are still a few places left on the 
Twinning coach to Levignen over the 
Bank Holiday weekend 22 to 25 May 
1998. The cost is £65 a head 
(reduction for under 16s), which 

someone saw fit to slash this map with a very sharp blade and tried to rip 
it from the board. (Thanks are due to the public-spirited person who 
pinned the remnants back into place.) Perhaps the greatest concern is that 
people with the mentality to vandalise noticeboards are carrying the sort of 
very sharp blade that did the damage this time. If you see anyone acting 
suspiciously around the estate, please consider calling the police before 
something more serious occurs. 

includes a small contribution to the 1---------------------------
return visit to England in 1999. 

This Twinning gives a unique 
opportunity to stay in a family home in 
France for a long weekend and to enjoy 
a mix of group and individual activities. 
Our French hosts will feed, 
accommodate and entertain us for the 
whole weekend in a very pleasant part 
of rural France in the vicinity of 
Compiegne to the North of Paris. 

If you are interested in finding out 
more, please contact Noel Dent on 
850289 or David Jackson on 615052. 

Neighbourhood Watch 
There have been a number of robberies at local stores in recent months 
and criminal damage and arson at the shop in Frenchman's Creek. 

A door-to-door manure salesman in his mid 20s recently took money in 
advance from someone in Church Crookham, but didn't deliver the goods. 
If you are approached, don't part with any money before delivery and, if it 
might be the same person, ring 999 and advise the police. 

With only five Neighbourhood Watch schemes around the estate at present 
there are many gaps in coverage. If you would like to know more about 
the scheme, either contact the area organiser, Nina Cormwell on 
01252-613186, or Sgt Harmer at Fleet Police Station through the 
Aldershot central police number 01252-324545. 

On the Buses NL 13 Feedback 
A number of comments have 
been received recently about 
aspects of the bus service in the 
local area. Feedback from more 
bus users would be most helpful. 

drivers. Or maybe the route 
structure doesn't meet your 
requirements - for example, the 
transport of schoolchildren to and 
from Court Moor School causes 
concern to some residents . 

Trees 
Thanks to the one resident who took the 
trouble to suggest where some additional 
tress might be planted. His suggestion is 
being followed up with HDC. 

One problem is reluctance of Skateboard Rink 
some drivers to go round the If you have cause to comment on The only response to the request for views 
Daphne Drive, Browning Road, the bus service - with either on a skateboard rink at the community 
Danvers Drive loop. Other brickbats or bouquets - please centre was one resident's concern about 
complaints concern the standard contact a member of the ZCRA noise and use late at night. ZCRA is 
of driving, time keeping and committee to facilitate advising HDC that there is no demand for a 
general attitude of certain coordinated action. skateboard rink on the estate at present. 

You can now send messages to the ZCRA committee by Internet email through zcra@ndirect.co.uk 
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