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Welcome to the April 1998 edition of the ZCRA Signs The Association has campaigned for better 
Newsletter. This copy is being delivered to every signposts to the Community Centre (for ages). You will 
household on the Zebon Copse and Freelands Farm have seen the signs now in position quite clearly marking 
Estates, giving everyone a flavour of what the Residents the route to take. 
Association is all about and to keep the community Horses on Footpaths Your Association has been 
informed of local events and issues which concern us all. trying to establish what rights the riders have on paths. 
The AGM is on the 23rd April with the doors opening at Most of us like to see horses striding around the 
8pm for an 8:15pm start at the Velmead Community neighbourhood and make way for them when in cars, it 
Centre on Zebon Copse. Light all adds to the rural way of life. 
refreshments will be served during I d . b However there are certain footpaths, 
the meeting; I urge anyone to attend ntro uctiOll y which are inappropriate for riders to 
whether you are a member of the Ch ZCRA take their horses, for example the 
Association or just "want to see what airman path leading onto the estate opposite 
goes on at these things" - it is an Ewshot Lane, which is frequently 
ideal way to meet others from the estate, to voice your used by pushchair owners. We hope to resolve this 
opinion about local matters and learn something about matter in the near future. 
the community/environment. Hopefully you will join the Twinning The twinning exchange between Church 
Association or renew membership, which costs only £2 Crookham and Levignen in France was held in our 
per year per household. village last year and the event growing in popularity was 

LAST 12 MONTHS enjoyed by all who took part. 
Redfields We still do not know what is to become of 

the Redfields Garden Centre. As you will be aware, the 
newspapers have reported the withdrawal of the Planning 
Application for the new site on the A287 - as predicted in 
the February 1998 edition of your Newsletter. ZCRA 
raised several points with the council, with a view to 
keeping the garden centre at its present location. 

Barbecue The 1997 Barbecue was combined with the 
Crookham Village Fete and held earlier in the year - in 
June - adjacent to the Community Centre. As with other 
years the sun came out for the most part. It only started 
raining at 5 o'clock as people drifted away from the fete. 
The event was a reasonable success and the Residents 
Association made a loss of one pound . 

Dog Bins The Association has applied for dog bins to 
be positioned around the roadsides for some time. There 
is now a promise of 9 bins for the estate. Two have 
been erected on the playing field adjacent to the 
Community Centre for the benefit of those using the 
football pitches and the playing field; the remainder are 
due to follow in the coming months. 

BBQ Date Changed ! 
Please note that the BBQ will now be on 19 July at the 
Velmead Community Centre, not a week earlier as 
originally advised. This is to deconflict with a number of 
important local and sporting events on the earlier date. 

Skateboard Park The council has proposed to build a 
Skateboard Park adjacent to the Velmead Community 
Centre. A survey of the house holds on Zebon Copse 
found only little interest in such a park and as such we 
have written back to the council asking for the scheme to 
be put on hold. 

Congratulations Our committee member Nicky Bond 
had a baby boy in December, our secretary Mark Hens by 
became a father of twins (boy and a girl) in January, best 
wishes to them and their families. 

Time for Stepping Down My final piece of news is 
that, due to pressure of work, I have had to resign from 
the Residents Committee. I have been Chairman for 
three years and this will give others an opportunity to 
step in and provide assistance for the community. This is 
affective as from the day after the AGM. For those in 
Daphne Drive, Rebecca Close, and Browning Road, I 
will stay on as Neighbourhood Watch representative. 

All the best and see you at the AGM. 

Philip Ashton 

AGM 23 April 
This year's AGM will be held in the Velmead 
Community Centre on Thursday 23 April starting at 
8:15pm. Refreshments will be available. 

---------------------., All Residents of Zebon Copse and Freelands Farm Summer Events estates are cordially invited to attend and to join ZCRA 
if not already a member. 

7 June Crookham Village Fete 
19 July ZCRA BBQ 

25 July Dogmersfield Fete 

It is hoped to have external speakers on topical subjects 
after the formal business of the AGM has been 
completed, but this has yet to be confirmed. 
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ZCRA Membership and Committee 1998 
It's another new year and time for 
another new effort to recruit 
members of Zebon Copse Residents ' 
Association, which covers both 
Zebon Copse and Freelands Farm 
(Ashurnham Meadows) estates. At 
only £2/year per household (£1 for 
OAP) to cover expenses, members 
get very good value for money. 

It is important that the views 
expressed by the committee to HDC 
and others should reflect the wishes 
of the wider membership. The 
process of recruiting and maintaining 
membership each year gives a 
welcome opportunity to gather views 
on current issues which most 
concern residents . Annual recruiting 
also helps cater for the significant 
turnover in population in the area. 

Recruiting is particularly manpower 
intensive, so it is hoped that as many 
as possible will join or renew at the 

AGM on 23 April. The committee 
would also be very grateful for 
offers of help in recruiting and 
collecting subs door to door. 

Issues likely to be promiment this 
year include: 

Local environment. 
Schools and school transport. 
Community facilities. 
Local planning issues including 

QEII Barracks, Redfields, the School 
Site, Albany Livery Stables and the 
Stud Farm. 

Opening up Brandon Road and the 
impact of the final phase of 
Freelands Farm development. 

Future development of 
Farnborough Airfield and the effect 
of aircraft noise. 

Horses around the estate. 
Transport infrastructure including: 

parking at the Community Centre 
and around the estates; bus services; 
and dangerous junctions at 

A287 /Redfields Lane and Gally Hill 
Road/ Aldershot Road. 

With the imminent resignation of our 
present Chairman, it is vital for the 
future of ZCRA that new and 
enthusiastic members are recruited to 
the committee, which should 
represent as wide a base as possible 
in age. group, estate location and 
family size/circumstances. Monthly 
committee meetings are normally 
held at a member's house in the 
evening. Duties are not onerous, 
although there is plenty to reward an 
enthusiast. Potential volunteers are 
welcome to attend a preview meeting 
before making any commitment. 

Volunteers for the committee, to 
help recruit members, or to 
distribute newsletters etc, should 
please contact one of the committee 
by telephone. Alternatively, please 
volunteer at the AGM. 

Down in Yonder Copse 
Hooray! - Spring is underway in the 
copse. Redwings are gathering and 
busily sub-singing in the treetops 
getting ready to head back to 
Scandinavia for the summer. 
Chiffchaffs have been back from 
their winter quarters in Africa since 
early March and are now singing 
plaintively in the canopy. 
Woodpeckers are busy too; calling 
and drumming throughout the wood. 
Whilst across the wood floor 
Primrose's, Wood Sorrel. 
Moschatel, Lesser Celandine and 
Wood Anemone are all bursting into 
life now. 

Workwise we're a little behind 
schedule, but should catch up this 
year with a variety projects now 
underway at last. Many thanks again 
to everyone who turned out to join 
our new-found Ghurka pals in 
completing clearance of the East 
Glade. Many thanks to Daker 
Holloway and his lads too, especially 
for such superb tucker! I'm really 
pleased with the glade. It looks 
really good with dappled light cast 
across its floor. If the Roe Deer give 

it a chance it should now re-surge 
with nettle and old meadow herbs, 
thus boosting butterfly and bird 
populations which should be able to 
be enjoyed this summer from the 
eastern leg of ·the new path now 
being laid through the wood. 

Many thanks as well to everyone 
who came along to our first 
mid-week task. This getting the new 
path started and resulting in the 
collect a good va:n full of rubbish 
from about the cycleway and the 
south-eastern edge of the wood. Old 
Christmas trees, boxes and bags of 
bottles, domestic waste in bin-liners, 
tipped rubble and grass cuttings from 
gardens, materials from the building 
site brought down by children to 
build camps, scatterings of beer cans 
- all sorts of junk was collected. 

Please. Do use and enjoy the Copse. 
It's your local wildspace and 
community resource. But please 
remember that it is also an important 
local wildlife resource and it hosts 
many special plant and animal 
species. Beyond which it would be 

really nice if as much time spent 
working in the wood as possible 
could be spent making it more 
enjoyable for visitors and better for 
wildlife rather than trying to put 
right the wrongdoings of a few 
individuals and having to continually 
pick up the rubbish left by some. 

On a happier note it would be great 
to see faces old and new on lOth 
April, (Good Friday), 10.00 a.m. at 
the community centre for a spring 
stroll. Hopefully we'll catch up with 
a few birds, as well as some spring 
flowers . Wellies essential! 

Finally If I could remind everyone 
that parts Zebon. Copse are 
extremely boggy and potentially 
hazardous. Additionally there is also 
a considerable amount of unstable 
timber away from more formal paths 
through the wood. If you could 
please make any young children you 
may have especially aware of this I 
would be most grateful. 

Bruce Gwynn 
Hampshire County Council 

Zebon Copse Site Ranger 

You can now send messages to the ZCRA committee by Internet email through zcra@ndirect.co.uk 
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