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Tear off here.STANDING ORDER MANDATE

Account to be debited:  
To __________________________________ (Your Bank)  Account Number  _____________________
Account Name _______________________________________    Sort Code ______________________

Account to be credited:  Barclays Bank,  Fleet, Hants.  Sort Code: 20-16-99.
Account: Zebon Copse Residents Association 90443565.         Reference: ________________________

                (to be completed by debiting bank)

Details:
Amount of first payment £ _____.  Date of first payment _________________________.
Thereafter please pay the sum of  £_____  on  31 January each year until further notice.

__________________________        ____________________________________     _______________
      (customer telephone number) (customer signature)                 (date)

The  aim  of  ZCRA  is  to  serve  the  Community.   The
Community in which you live.  COMMUNITY is the theme of
this year for ZCRA. We hope you will respond.

Long  established  settlements  have  their  shops,  pubs,  social
clubs and a long term link between families, often going back
many  generations.   Witness  Crookham  Village,  in  whose
Parish we live.

New estates have few of these Community building  features.
The developer builds the houses.  The inhabitants have to build
the Community.  A Community in which they take part, rather
than just live.  A Community with which they help others, note
problems and respond to challenges.  A Community in which
they  identity  and  are  proud  to  describe  to  others.   A
Community where people living in other houses are more than
just a vaguely familiar face.  A Community where people get
real pleasure from selfless generosity.  A Community which,
by example and individual effort, discourages vandalism, litter,
indiscriminate  parking,  untidy  open  spaces,  and  any  other
aspects of behaviour which detracts from pleasure in belonging
to the Community.  A Community in which  everyone feels a
sense of responsibility and interest.

This  may sound  all  very nice,  but  how can it  be  achieved?
Well, everyone is different and it is everybody’s right to go to
work, come home, go out, and take little or no interest in what
is  going on  around  them at  home.  But,  for  everyone  else,
there is lots that can be done to improve the quality of life by
helping us all to develop our sense of Community.  As a first
step,  come to  the  ZCRA AGM on 14  April.   Voice  your
dreams for improvements  to this estate, share your concerns
and  complaints  so  that  the  added  weight  of  like-minded
residents can strengthen your case.  Start to act within a group.
Start to think of being a member of the Community of Zebon
Copse.

ZCRA is only as strong as those who join and actively support
its aims and activities.  The Committee acts as a focus and tries
to be proactive.  But the real strength  comes from an active
and  wide-ranging  membership.   Furthermore,  building  a
Community  requires  people  to  have  some  incentive  to  get
together.   Last  year  ZCRA  could  not  generate  enough
volunteers to run the traditional summer gathering/BBQ.  This
year we plan a major ‘Zebon Copse Summer Extravaganza’

on the Community Centre playing fields for all the family on
Bank Holiday Monday 30 August.  Please put  this date in
your diaries and come along to the AGM to hear all about it.
And let us know if you are willing to lend a hand in any way.

Another Community activity which people can enjoy together
is conservation work in the Copse itself (see overleaf).  If you
are interested, contact a Committee member for more details.

Joining  the  ZCRA Committee  itself  is  an  excellent  way  to
make a contribution to life in the Community and find out what
makes  the  area  tick.   ZCRA needs  several  new  committee
members  for  1999,  so  please  do  volunteer  if  you  can.
Furthermore, Zebon Copse lies within the Parish of Crookham
Village, which has a Parish Council due for re-election in May
2000.  At present, electors on the new estates are very under-
represented  on  the  Parish  Council.   The  best  interests  of
everyone in the newer areas would be served by having a more
equitable representation  at this  important  local forum, which
raises and spends part of your Council Tax.  The PC meets in
the Crookham Village WI Hut on the first Monday evening of
the month and other duties are not onerous.  Contact me for
more details if you are interested.

Please do think about joining ZCRA, maybe the Committee,
and  maybe  seeking  election  as  a  Parish  Councillor  in  due
course.  Now is your chance to make a start in helping to make
a Community out of a mass of recently-built houses and their
occupiers.  There’s lots to be done and great satisfaction to be
had from playing your part.  Attend the ZCRA AGM, come to
the  Summer Extravanganza,  and contact  any member of the
Committee if you would like to get further involved.

See you on 14th April.
David Jackson,  Chairman ZCRA

01252-615052

PS.  To reduce the workload on the small band of volunteers  who
collect  the  annual  subscriptions  (£2/household,  £1/state  pensioner
households), we have introduced payment by Bank Standing Order -
details at the bottom of the page.  Please use this method if you can.
Hand in completed forms at the AGM or  send them to the  ZCRA
Treasurer at the address overleaf.

A Sense of Community
No 18                          April 1999

ZCRA NewsLetter



Published by David Jackson 01252-615052 for Zebon Copse Residents Association                                                      Page 2

A
G

M
  8pm

 14 A
P

R
IL

 V
E

L
M

E
A

D
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 C

E
N

T
R

E

ZCRA Standing Order Mandate 1999+
Please complete below and overleaf and send to:

Treasurer ZCRA, 34 Danvers Drive, Church Crookham, Fleet, Hants GU13 0ZD

Annual subscription rates:   £2/household (£1/household headed by state pensioner).
Please notify ZCRA if you move, or if your neighbours move, so we can make early contact with new arrivals.

From:     _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

              _________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
Tear off here.  Complete details.  Send to  ZCRA  Treasurer

Another year has passed.
Where did it go?  Time
once again for the Annual
General Meeting of the
Zebon Copse Residents
Association which will be
held in the Velmead
Community Centre on
Wednesday 14th April
1999 at 8pm.

ZCRA represents the
interests of everyone
living on the estates
bordering Zebon Copse.
Whether your developer
called your area Zebon
Copse, Montague Place,
Heatherways, Asburnham
Park, or whatever, makes
no difference.  Our
Community includes
everyone lucky enough to
live on all estate areas
served by Brandon Road
and linking tentacles.

The Committee will be
delighted to welcome
everyone who can attend.
It is your chance to air any
matters which interest or
concern you.  It is also a
chance to hear about
developments in the local
area which may interest or
affect you.  As is now
becoming traditional,
there will be the added
attraction of some nibbles,
a glass of wine and, we
hope, a guest speaker.

Do try to come.

ZCRA
AGM

14 April

ZCRA  is  planning  a  grand  family  occasion  at  the
Community centre on Bank Holiday Monday.  Everyone
welcome.  All offers of help in advance or on the day
will be gratefully received by any Committee member.
.

ZCRA Summer Extravaganza
Monday 30 August 1999

Busy, busy,  - stop, start.  A few more tons of
gravel, getting the gates put in, getting the bench
for the pine island erected, and we’ll be done.

Well what can one see from the new paths then.
Not a lot from the eastern leg I must admit. This
still disappearing into the mud only a short way
out from the cycleway.  The going’s pretty good
on the western leg heading out into the Peatmoor
though.   Tall, coarse grass predominating here
being  liberally  scattered with boggy pools and
thick carpets of moss. Not what one would call a
piece  of  idyllic  English  countryside  though
maybe,  and  indeed  quite  a  dangerous  area  to
wander about in away from the boardwalk.

To those with a little  patience though  this is a
highly  interesting area for wildlife.  Indeed by
sitting  on  the  edge  of  the  boardwalk  and  by
staring  long  and  hard  into  the  undergrowth.
Very  quickly  the  eye  and  the  mind  become
focused upon a remarkable world in miniature in
which a wide range of mini-beasts with all sorts
of  evolutionary  adaptations  can  be  watched
going about their often curious business. And if
you’re really patient you may get a good long
view  of  a  Grass  Snake  as  well,  this  being  a
favourite  hunting  area  with  them  now  the
weather is starting to warm.

Perhaps  more obvious  in  the Copse  at present
though  are the  birds.  Resident  species  such  as
the  thrushes,  finches  and  tits  are already  well
into  song.  They’re  slowly  being  joined  by
summer  visitors  now  we’re  into  April.  Chiff-
chaff’s,  Willow Warblers and  Blackcaps being
amongst the first species to be back with us from

their winter quarters south of the Sahara.

It’s not easy to get good views of the birds in the
Copse  though  as  they  flick  through  the
underwood and make through the dense canopy.
Indeed it will only get harder as spring moves on
and the leaves start to come through on the trees.
Learning the calls and the songs of the different
species helps make identification  a little easier.
Why not join us at 4.30 am on Saturday May 8th
then to enjoy the dawn chorus and to try and see
as many of the spring songsters as we can.

And  if  4.30  sounds  just  too  ridiculous  to
contemplate.  Why  not  join  us  after  breakfast,
meeting again at the Community Centre at 09.00
to  explore  deeper  into  the  Copse to  enjoy the
fine show of spring flowers.

On a sourer  note,  without wishing  to  harp on
about the same old problems. The Copse is an
important  local  green  space  for  everyone  to
enjoy.  It  is  a  shame then that  a minority  still
choose to use the edge of the wood for disposing
of  their  garden  and  household  waste  and  also
that  some owners  still  choose  not  to  clean  up
after their dogs along some of the paths on site.
Both  of which are actions for  which offenders
may be liable to prosecution should appropriate
evidence be available.

Down Yonder Copse
By Bruce Gwynn, Senior Ranger Hants CC

ZCRA Committee
David Jackson   615052
Simon Ambler

625808
Mark Hensby   815636
Nicky Bond   816662

You can send messages to the ZCRA committee by Internet email through

zcra@ndirect.co.uk


