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On a crisp Sunday morning in early December, a small
band of hardy volunteers donned wellies and gloves and
proceeded towards the marshes of Zebon Copse.  The
Hampshire County Council Ranger, Cheryl, armed
with bow saws and loppers, instructed us that our
challenge for the day was to clear as many willow
saplings as possible in 3 hours.  This was in order to
maintain the natural marshland habitat.
An attempt was made to build a bonfire, which we only
managed to keep smouldering for an hour.  Luckily
Cheryl had other arrangements in hand for providing
tea and jaffa cakes, which were in good supply.
Some new recruits turned up, as well as a number of
regulars and a rewarding time was had by all.
If you are handy with loppers and are not afraid to get
your hands dirty, we are now recruiting for our next
ventures into the copse.

Join us on 6 Jan and 17 March
10-1pm on path through woods from Londlandes

Catherine Jennings reports on the

Copse Working Party
Note next date now

Tree Preservation Orders
Peter Crawley, Parish Councillor and local Tree
Warden, writes about the recent deluge of TPOs

I understand that many residents on the
Zebon Copse Estate have been annoyed
by being served tree preservation orders
by Hart DC on trees on their property
'out of the blue' and without discussion.
The explanation given to the Parish
Council by Hart District Council for this
is that it stems from their decision to put
a 'blanket' TPO on the trees on the estate
before any building started to prevent the
developers levelling all trees in sight, as
we well know they are often only too
keen to do. The Government told Hart
that this TPO is now out-of-date and must
be replaced by individual orders.
Therefore Hart commissioned a contract
survey of the estate two or three years
ago to list all the trees with 'public
amenity value'. So far only the 'ex-
Velmead' part has been surveyed (north
of the Copse); they hope to do the rest in
future. Hart has shown me a letter they
claim was delivered to each house two
years ago, but many residents contest
this; certainly the PC was not told.
What Hart have now done is to issue
TPOs on all the trees included in the
survey. The map which came with the
TPO shows just how many. They admit
that they have not checked the 4000 plus
TPOs on Zebon Copse and other estates,
so they are prepared to accept that some
may have been issued in error, and they
are considering comments and complaints
received by Nov 26 (approx 400) in order
to confirm the draft orders in Mar 2002.
You should know that the new TPOs only
confirm the 'blanket order' already in
place, which should have been included

in the 'search' in your deeds when you
bought your house.  You should also
know two points which we have learnt -
first, that it doesn't matter who plants a
tree, it can still be subject to a TPO. It
may be wrong to ascribe an amenity
value to the tree, but the fact that you
planted it, in your garden, is not in itself
a reason for objecting to the order.
Second, that a TPO can be placed on any
age of tree, from an acorn upward, if it is
judged that it will have an amenity value.
For example TPOs apply to the trees
planted round the estate by the developer,
and to trees required by Hart to replace
those whose felling has been agreed.
You may think this was a typical heavy-
handed bit of bureaucracy, badly
explained and interfering with
householders rights, and the PC has some
sympathy with you. But look at it another
way. Trees are vital to the appearance of
a residential estate - witness the treeless,
soulless estates in older industrial towns.
You now have your trees individually
protected so no owner can now legally
fell his trees on a whim. This is much
better than elsewhere where only a few of
the many thousands of trees can be
protected, so that a well-liked tree may be
felled even if it ought to have been saved
as a public amenity.
You can still apply to have a TPO lifted;
this is a nuisance, but Conservation Area
residents have found Hart reasonable.
The PC tries to monitor all applications
and will do what it can to help if you ask.

Many people will contrast the imposition of TPOs on small, newly-planted trees in
private gardens to the way in which trees on public areas of the estate are managed
and maintained.  They will also note that a very large oak tree on the footway exit
from Jessett Drive into Cavendish Road has recently been removed - a tree arguably
of far greater amenity value than all of the new garden trees put together.  Some
will also remember the effort it took to stop HDC agreeing to the developer felling
all the big pines beside the extension to Further Vell Mead.
Trees subject to a TPO can only be pruned or otherwise maintained after permission
has been obtained from HDC.  The council actively recruits neighbours to act as
their community spies for enforcement of this restriction.  Hidden and recurring
costs to neighbourly relationships, householders and council have so far escaped
official comment.
If you wish to influence HDC on this or any other matter, write to
your District Councillors, Brian Leversha and Norman Lambert (c/o
HDC Offices, Fleet) .  Please copy your letters to ZCRA.

ZCRA Comment

My name is Clare Bloomer and I would like to
introduce myself as the new Ranger for Hampshire
County Council's nature reserve at Zebon Copse.
Andy Davidson, the previous Ranger, is still with the
team, but has passed on the responsibility for the Copse
to me.  Secondly I would like to thank everybody who
helped out at the work party day on 2 December.
Another work party is to be held on 6 January, meeting
at the east end of the cycle path at 10am, when we will
be continuing with the path construction work.
I would like to set up a Friends of Zebon Copse group
and would be interested to know whether anybody
would like to join.  The idea is to send out a regular
newsletter about the wildlife in the copse and its
management and for friends to be in effect voluntary
wardens for the site, keeping an eye on it and reporting
any rubbish dumping, wildlife news etc to me.
Anyone with ideas or interest in this group should
contact me, Clare Bloomer, on 01252-870425 or at The
Rangers House, Cricket Hill Lane, Yateley. Hants.
GU46 6BB.  E-mail: Bahati@hotmail.com

New Copse Ranger
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First Aid Course
A first aid course, sponsored by ZCRA and run by
Fleet Red Cross, is now fully subscribed for the
afternoon of 20 January.
If you missed out this time, contact a member of
the Committee and we'll see if there is enough
interest to run another one.

The Scheme (known colloquially as
"Communicare") has been serving the community
in Fleet and Church Crookham for nineteen years.
A Registered Charity, it is operated entirely by
volunteers, providing transport for the needy and
infirm who have no other means of transport to
hospitals and other medical destinations.  The
scheme is urgently in need of additional volunteers
of two kinds:
1. Duty Officers operating by telephone from
home (on a rostered basis about one day a month
from 10am to 2pm) to deal with requests for help
and arrange drivers accordingly;
2. Drivers to provide transport in their own cars,
about once a week.
 If you are interested in becoming a volunteer or
would like more information, please contact the
Chairman, Mrs Lynda Hix, on Fleet 621402, or
Mike Williams (Fleet 652743).

Fleet & District
Voluntary Care

Starburst Theatre
are presenting OLIVER at the Harlington Centre,
Fleet on 28/29/30 June 2002.
Rehearsals will be on Sunday afternoons, 4.30 -
8.30 pm at Velmead Community Centre and on
Thursday evenings at the Harlington Centre in
Fleet.  Every effort will be made to keep
rehearsals involving  children between the hours
of 4:30-7pm, but it may be necessary for them to
stay later from mid-May up to the performance.
They are looking for boys, aged between 9- 13
years, who can act, sing and move in time with
music and for male and female adults for the
chorus. AUDITIONS will be held in late January
2002. If you are interested, please telephone
Rosemary Harris on 01252-661360 for details.

Everyone is very welcome at the Christmas
Christingle service in Velmead Community
Centre at 10:30am on Sunday 23 December.
The Christmas Day service will be held at
10:30am in Fleet Methodist Church in
Reading Road South.
Deacon Malcolm Knowles (628692) and the
congregation would love to see you there.

ZC Church ZCRA Committee 2001
Chairman/Newsletter: David Jackson  tel/fax 615052

Treasurer/Membership: Kathy Roades 627093
Leslie Alden 620774, Nicky Bond  695305

Chris Hall  613970, Malcolm Knowles  628692
email:  zcra@akribie.free-online.co.uk

ZCRA is still desperately short of a Secretary/Administrator.  Volunteers please !!
This newsletter is addressed to members of ZCRA.  The ZCRA committee always welcomes feedback
from all round the estate, so please get in touch if you have a good idea or see problems.

A small number of commemorative
gold-rimmed bone china mugs with a
Zebon Copse logo  on one side and a
portrait of the Queen on the other will
be available at the AGM, or in advance
through the Committee.  Prices have
yet to be finalised, but £6 each is a
likely maximum.  Order early to avoid
disappointment.

Queen's Jubilee

Papers have been removed from notice
boards on Brandon Road with
monotonous regularity - mostly during
the evening.
Concrete rubbish bins have been
uprooted and moved - one into a ditch
near Frenchmans Creek.
Newly-planted trees have been stolen
from a front garden in Jessett Drive.
Ring the police on 999 if you see
anyone engaged in this sort of anti-
social behaviour.  Or do you subscribe
to the defeatist view of a Lib Dem Hart
Councillor expressed at a public
meeting recently that action is pointless
because this sort of thing is endemic
nowadays?  Hopefully not!

Vandalism

Section 106 Money at Increasing Risk
It seems that much of the £¼m S106 money
discussed in the last newsletter, which was
paid to Hart DC by the developer (ie those
buying houses here) for ‘recreational
facilities in the locality of the property’
remains, in the eyes of powerful figures in
Hart District Council, a potential source of
funding for centralised facilities in Hitches
Lane and elsewhere in the district.
The advice given last time that the play
facilities for the open space between
Brandon Road and  Jessett Drive was about
to go out to tender turned out to be
misinformation by a Hart Council official.
When, after reading the last newsletter,  a
Jessett Drive resident enquired for details,

she was told it had yet to be designed.
It appears, therefore, that HDC has
neglected to use the money for our benefit
and is set to appropriate much of it for
facilities which seem far removed from ‘the
locality of the property’.  Meanwhile, the
ZCRA submission for the money to be used
for major works at the Community Centre
and around the estate (see ZC Notice Board)
has been quietly ignored, despite active
support from the Parish Council.
If you feel strongly about this issue, please
write to your District Councillors (details
overleaf) and copy your letter to ZCRA.

Apathy will lose us the money WE have paid!

Speed Bumps
ZC Spar Shop

The staff at the Spar Shop send
everyone their very best wishes for
Christmas and the New Year.
Unlike most other supermarkets in the
area, the Zebon Copse Spar Shop will
open every day throughout the holiday
period (including Christmas and New
Year’s Days) between 6am and 10pm.

If you see unserviceable street lights, check the
number painted on the post and leave an  answer
phone message at 0800-506060.
For unnumbered lamp posts, contact Hart DC
Highways Section through 622122.

Street Lights

Flooding
If you experience any flooding problems this
winter, please advise ZCRA.

Carol Singing
Crookham Village carol singers welcome all
volunteers.  Contact David Reader 613377 or
Margaret Marett 617089.  Meet outside
Hazelcroft, The Street at 7:30pm on 17
December and at Crawte Corner, Pilcot Hill at
7:30pm on 19 December.  Voice optional.
Enthusiasm essential!  Volunteers also required to
rattle collection boxes.

ZCRA 2002
ZCRA AGM  8pm Wednesday 6 March 2002
After the formal business of the Association, Stan
Knight, respected local historian, has agreed to
talk about the origins of street names on the
estate.  Clare Bloomer, Hampshire Ranger for the
Copse, has agreed to talk about her plans for
works in the woods.
ZCRA Fete Sunday 7 July 2002
Main elements have been booked.  As always, we
need helpers to run the fete.  Please contact
ZCRA if you would like to help in any way, or
have suggestions for the fete.
Queen's Jubilee 3-4 June
Current suggestion is for neighbourhood parties
to promote neighbourly relationships.
Other Events
Suggestions welcome!

Here we go again!  ZCRA understands that speed
bumps on Brandon Road, Silvester Way, Jessett
Drive and Leger Close are due to have their brick
edges replaced by tarmac early in the New Year.
Stand by for yet more diversions and obstructions.

Spring Bulbs
Thanks to the volunteers who planted another 5
big sacks of spring bulbs from HDC around the
estate in the Autumn.  Expect an even better show
than last year when Spring arrives!


