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ZCRA in 2002Clare Bloomer, the Yateley-based
Hampshire Ranger responsible for
Zebon Copse, writes.....

A new group, ‘Friends of Zebon
Copse’, has been established.  Members
receive a newsletter quarterly detailing
interesting wildlife of the season,
management news and volunteer
activities.  It is hoped that the group will
bring together those interested in the
reserve and its wildlife and will help to
co-ordinate those interested in helping
with the reserve’s management.  We are
not looking for experts nor any
commitment to time, just an interest in
the local environment.

Meanwhile, another volunteer work
party is planned for Sunday March 16th

at 10am, meeting by the east end of the
path through the reserve from
Londlandes.  Refreshments and tools
will be provided.  Again many thanks to
all those who helped out on January 6th.
Good progress was made in restarting
work on a new path running through one
of the glades.

If you would like more details on the
work party or would like to join the
‘Friends’ group then do contact me,
Clare Bloomer, on 01252 870 425, at
The Rangers House, Cricket Hill Lane,
Yateley, Hants GU46 6BB or email me

Copse Update

ZCRA AGM 8pm WEDNESDAY 6 MARCH
This year’s AGM of the Zebon Copse Residents
Association will be held at 8pm on Wednesday 6 March
in Velmead Community Centre.  Doors open at 7:45 for
payment of subscriptions and a drink before the
programme starts.  Please attend.

After the formal business of the AGM, which hopefully
won’t take too long, there will be two guest speakers.
Clare Bloomer, the new Hampshire Ranger with
responsibility for the Copse, will talk about her plans for
future working parties and other activities.  After that,
Stan Knight, celebrated local historian, will talk about the
origin of road and building names on the estate.  Since he
was responsible for choosing many of them, he is in a
very good position to speak with authority in this area!

This newsletter, unlike the others delivered only
to member households during the year, goes to
every household on the estate so that everyone
may be made aware of the existence of ZCRA
and know something of its aims and programme.
The Association is only the sum of its parts.  If
you want your estate to thrive and to develop a
sense of community, please join the Association
this year.

Zebon Copse Residents Association had a record
membership of 730 households on the estate
over the past year, largely
thanks to the valiant efforts
of Kathy Roades and her
team of volunteers who
knocked on every door to
collect the modest
£2/year/household
subscriptions (£1 for
pensioners), which is
unchanged again for this
year.  Kathy will, of course,
be delighted to receive
further offers of help in
recruiting members and
delivering newsletters
(contact details overleaf).

ZCRA operates on two
main levels:  as a focus for ensuring that
maintenance and enhancements to the estate get
due attention from the powers that be; and in
organising social and working activities in and
around the estate.

Ensuring a high standard of routine maintenance
around the estate is a continual challenge  Waste
bins, trees, pavements, lighting and the like
constantly require minor works.  But if no-one
reports problems, repairs are unlikely.  So, if
you see anything that needs attention, please

either report the problems yourself or pass
details to ZCRA.
A major focus at the moment is the fate of over
£300,000 of unspent money collected from
developers on the estate for leisure and
recreational facilities.  See article overleaf and
the ZCRA notice board outside the Spar shop.

On the social side, the annual ZCRA fete will be
held on Sunday 7 July around the Community
Centre.  Full details will be published closer to
the date, but there will be something for all age

groups plus a beer tent and
BBQ lunch.  If you enjoyed last
year’s event, come again and
bring your friends and family.
If you haven’t been yet, do
come along and enjoy the major
community event of the year.
As always, volunteer helpers
are essential to the running of
the fete.  Please contact Kathy
Roades if you are interested in
helping out.

Over the past year, ZCRA has
also organised Copse working
parties, planting of bulbs, two
Community Walks and a fully-
subscribed First Aid course and

will be running more such events in the future.
ZCRA has also commissioned a small number of
rather nice bone china commemorative mugs to
celebrate the Queen’s Golden Jubilee this year.
The Committee would be delighted to receive
suggestions for other events or activities that
might be run for the benefit of the community.

Finally, ZCRA is still desperately short of a
Secretary/Administrator.    Duties are not
challenging, but a computer and email is
desirable.  Volunteers please !!

ZCRA is YOUR
Voice in the
Community

Please give your
support and take the

trouble to pass on any
information which

might need to trigger
community action.

Velmead Community Centre at 8pm

AGM formal business

Copse Activities by Clare Bloomer

Zebon Copse Estate
Street and Building Names

by Stan Knight

Church at Easter
Church services are held in the
Community Centre starting at 10:30am
every Sunday morning.  A Good Friday
service of reflection will start at 10am.
Deacon Malcolm Knowles (628692)
would love to welcome you there. David Jackson,  Chairman ZCRA

All Estate Residents Very Welcome
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ZCRA Committee
Chairman/Newsletter: David Jackson  tel/fax 615052

Treasurer/Membership: Kathy Roades 627093
Leslie Alden 620774, Nicky Bond  695305

Chris Hall  613970, Malcolm Knowles  628692
email:  zcra@akribie.free-online.co.uk

ZCRA is still desperately short of a Secretary/Administrator.  Volunteers please !!

Sad to say, petty vandalism continues unabated around
the estate.  If you see anything like this being
perpetrated, please call the police immediately on 999.
Here are some recent examples.

Concrete litter bins have been uprooted, thrown into
ditches and smashed into pieces. Childish graffiti
continues to appear on walls and notice boards.
Notices have been removed on a very regular basis
from the Parish Notice Board at the Redfields end of
Brandon Road.  Young trees continue to be vandalised.

More serious was the January break-in at the Spar
shop to steal cigarettes and the theft of newly-planted
fir trees from a front garden in Jessett Drive during
October.

A young mother reported in January that she and her
young child had been extremely frightened by the
antics of youngsters riding unregistered moped
XPE148Y on the pavement as they tried to walk along
Jessett Drive.  If you see this moped being ridden in
public, please contact the police who would like to talk
to the owner.

The Parish Council is also concerned at obstruction of
pavements by cars and vegetation.  Please be public
spirited and avoid blocking the way for people in
wheelchairs and parents with buggies.

Anti-Social
Behaviour

Leisure and Youth Facilities
A large quantity of Section 106 money
levied from developers during the building
of the estate remains unspent by Hart
Council.  ZCRA now has obtained
confirmation that there is £50,000 to be
spent on children’s play facilities on the
open space between Brandon Road and
Jessett Drive, plus another £282,000 which
is not ’ring fenced’.  This means that HDC
think they can spend the unallocated money
how they like, quite probably on off-estate
facilities.

ZCRA, with strong backing from Crookham
Village Parish Council, is lobbying for first
priority for this unallocated money to be
given to enhancing leisure and recreational
facilities on the estate in accordance with the
attaching legal agreements with developers
which specify that the money is to be spent
‘in the locality of the development’.

The most pressing issue in the eyes of
ZCRA is the lack of youth club facilities for
youngsters living on the estate who are
approaching those teenage years when

boredom can cause social problems.  But
there are many other potential enhancements
within the estate which should also be
provided from this source of funds.

Proposals put to HDC by ZCRA last April
are currently displayed on the ZCRA
noticeboard outside the Spar Shop at
Frenchmans Creek.  But HDC seems to
have done nothing in response and there are
strong indications that certain District
Councillors are determined to have this
money spent on centralised facilities in
Hart, not in the locality of those purchasers
of new houses on the estate who paid it in
the first place.

If you have any comments on the ZCRA
proposals, or wish to state your support,
please contact ZCRA (details below).

ZCRA is particularly keen to hear from
anyone who might be willing to organise a
youth club in the Community Centre and
from people who would be interested in
joining such a youth club on the estate.

The Parish Council are currently working to
improve the transport situation in the Parish. To
that end a company called MVA are conducting a
Needs Assessment, at no cost to the PC. They are
interested in speaking to any interested parties.
Whether it be taking your children to school, are
elderly & need transport to the doctor or hospital
or have any other problem travelling in the
locality, please contact Parish Councillor Joan
Brooks on 01252-812482 or e-mail
joanbrooks@lineone.net.  MVA will be giving a
short presentation followed by a question and
answer session at the Parish Council Meeting on
Monday 4th March in the WI Hut, The Street at
19.45. Come along and have your say.

Transport Survey

To celebrate the Queen’s
Golden Jubilee this year,
ZCRA has commissioned
a small number of
commemorative gold-
rimmed bone china mugs
at £5 each with a Zebon
Copse crest on one side
and a Queen’s Jubilee
design on the other.  To
reserve yours please contact David Jackson.

Jubilee Mugs

Copse Working Party 16 March
Meet at 10am on the metalled cycle track through
the Copse from Londlandes. See page 1 for details.

Community Walk pm Good Friday
Depart 2pm prompt on Good Friday 29 March
from the Community Centre for a 3-4 mile gentle
guided walk in the local countryside with
refreshments en route.  Suitable for all the family
and dogs on leads, but buggies may be a challenge.
Contact David Jackson or Malcolm Knowles.

ZCRA Fete Sunday 7 July
Main elements have been booked.  As always, we
need helpers to run the fete.  Please contact ZCRA
if you would like to help in any way, or have
suggestions for events/attractions at the fete.

Queen’s Jubilee Monday 3 June
Current suggestion is for self-help neighbourhood
parties to promote neighbourly relationships.

Other Events
Suggestions always welcome!

DIARY DATES

First Aid Course
After the very successful First Aid course held on
20 January, which addressed adult casualties, a
number of people asked about another such course
focused on treating child casualties.  If you might
be interested in a child-oriented course, please
contact David Jackson and we will see if there is
enough demand to run the course.

Hart Council recently refused two
applications from Redfields
Garden Centre to relocate to a site
opposite the Murco garage on the
A287 at Mill Lane.  Both
00/01046/COU  and
01/0032/COU are now the
subject of appeals, with a 6-week
window from 24 Jan 02 for inputs
to the Planning Inspectorate at
Bristol.  If either appeal succeeds,
the existing Redfields GS site will
likely be the subject of further
planning applications for a mix of
housing and industrial units as
proposed in the draft Local Plan.

Redfields

Traffic
Calming

Trials are expected to start in
March of traffic calming in
Crookham Village on Pilcot
Road, Hitches Lane and Crondall
Road.  If you wish to comment on
the changes, please contact to
ZCRA (see below) and the
Crookham Village Parish Clerk
(810568).  A public meeting will
follow in the autumn.

‘Artists’ impression

Horse Droppings
Chris and Val Hall (613970) will clear horse
droppings from estate pavements etc on request.


