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Your Residents Association is pleased to be able to bring you another newsletter to keep you up 
to date with the activities around Zebon Copse. We would like to thank all those who supported 

our Summer Barbecue making it a huge success. We would 
also like to thank all the unpaid volunteers who helped with the 

NEIGHBOURHOOD preparations and put in such hard work on the day. 
WATCH COLUMN 

We now have three Neigh-
bourhood Watch schemes run-
ning on the estate: the most 
recent addition being in 
Daphne Drive. Members 
receive a free bi-monthly news 
sheet from the police which 
gives lots of advice on security 
matters, warns about particular 
types of crime to look out for in 
the area and on the back page 
there are advertisements from 
the sponsors of the news 

sheet offering discounts to 
members of NHW. Why not 

get together with your neigh-
bours and start a scheme? All 
you need to do is contact PC 
Spearpoint on Aldershot 24545 
and ask for Aeet extension 
167. 

STOP PRESS: If you know of 
anybody who wants to be a 
member of the Zebon Copse 
Residents Association, the 
cost is still only £2 per house-
hold per year. Contact Pat on · 
629126 for further details. 

On the subject of volunteers, we would like to include more 
contributions to the Newsletter from our readers so if you have 
any material you think would be of interest and wish to 
contribute please contact Bob on 613186. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS FOR 
DIARY •••••••••••• 

YOUR 

Saturday 11th December ••• Christmas Dance 

Keep your diary free for our first Christmas dance - This will be 
for the over eighteens. The cost of a ticket will be £5-00 which 
includes supper. The music will be provided by the Early Riser 
Disco who gave us such a magnificent non-stop performance at 
the Spring Dance. To keep you refreshed there will be a fully 
licensed bar. More details to follow . 

HELP WANTED 

Due to other commitments, one of our secretaries. Sarah 
Young, is unable to carry on. Sarah has been very helpful to 
the Association by taking minutes at our monthly committee 
meetings, writing letters and helping with production of the first 
Newsletter. We are now looking for a volunteer to replace Sarah 
and assist our other secretary Christine - and help Bob with the 
Newsletter. If you are interested in helping, please contact your 
association chairman, Simon Ambler on 625808. 

COMMITTEE CONTACT NAMES : Chairman -Simon Ambler -625808 
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Sexretary- Christine Weaver • 620728; Editor· Bob Cornwell· 613186 



HISTORY LESSON 

Have you ever wondered about the history of your estate or where the names come from? I shall 
attempt to give you a flavour of the history, and in a later edition of the Newsletter we hope to 
give you a deeper insight. 

Naturally a lot of people get confused over the name 'Velmead Community Centre'. The Com-
munity centre is named after the farm on which the Zebon Copse estate is built. Zebon Copse is 
the small wood just north of the estate which has escaped the wrath of the bulldozers. To add to 
the confusion there is a Velmead Road, Velmead School and Velmead Close elsewhere in Aeet. 
There is some debate going on between your Parish Council and Hart District council over 
changing the name to something more appropriate. The issue mainly concerns the cost of 
changing the signs!- Watch this space. 

So what was grown on the farm and surrounding areas? One of the most famous crops was 
tobacco which was grown between the wars. This area was the only one in the country where 
tobacco was successfully grown on a commercial scale. 'Blue Prior' was the brand name of the 
cigarettes and the tobacco company proprietor was Mr A.J.Brandon. Hence 'Brandon' Road and 
'Blue Prior' Court. Another crop, unusually grown so far from Kent, was hops- hence 'Hop 
Gardens'. Presumably there were some keen local brewers in the area. 

Another association of names, although not so obvious, is the link with Daphne Du Maurier: 
Whilst her husband was in the army and posted to Aldershot, Daphne Du Maurier rented a house 
in nearby Gables Road. Hence Daphne Drive, Frenchman's Creek, Danvers Drive, Rebecca 
Close and Du Maurier Close. If my memory serves me right, there was to have been a 'Mander-
ley Drive' on the estate- now the continuation of Danvers Drive to the community centre- but 
readers of 'Rebecca' will remember the fate of 'Manderley'l Need I say more? 

CHILDREN'S PLAY AREA 

We have. received a letter from Hart District Council giving an answer to the question that was 
asked at the AGM regarding children's play areas for the estate. In the first phase of the Zebon 
Copse development the Council negotiated for the provision of a Community Centre, changing 
pavillion and playing fields. You may be aware that the site development approval was won on 
appeal to the Department of the Environment. For this reason it was not possible for the 
to negotiate for further leisure provision including a children's play area and the developer, apart 
from the statutory requirements, was not obligated to provide these amenities. 

You will be pleased to read, however, that for the next phase of the development which will take 
place on the adjacent land of Freelands Farm, the Council has negotiated for a number of 
children's play facilities: This will range from formal play equipment to an adventure play area and 
kick-about green. Note that the green area alongside Brandon Road is strictly speaking a 
'Balance Pond' designed to cope with excess water during heavy rain !

On the subject of a school on the estate, Hampshire County Council have the option to decide 
whether to build until the end of 1995 after which time the developer may apply for planning 
consent for alternative use. If the land is reverted to the developer the Council, within the planning 
process, will attempt to secure land/provision for a play area on this land. 
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