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ZCRA NewsLetter
No 31                        October 2002

Another Vacancy for a
Parish Councillor

Brandon/Jessett
Open Space

Section 106 Money
There has been little progress on allocating the S106 money from
estate developers to leisure facilities in the immediate area.  After
many months wait, the Parish Council has at last received full
ground plans for the Community Centre and has prepared outline
suggestions for adding facilities and storage space to the building.
Hopefully these will be viewed sympathetically by Hart Council
and developed by HDC into a comprehensive scheme to make the
community centre more able to serve our facility-starved
community than it does at present.

In parallel, the Parish Council has arranged for Hampshire Youth
Service to make contact with youngsters around the estate over the
next few weeks.  The  objective is to establish what facilities would
attract youngsters to make use of the community centre and hence
reduce the boredom factor which can contribute to antisocial
behaviour.  Results will feed into the S106 project.

Do you drive your children to school even though it is within reasonable
walking distance of home?  Would walking improve their fitness and health?

If so, have you thought about setting up a ‘walking bus’, where nominated
parents take turns to escort walking groups of children, picking up more
along the way, and deliver them to the school?

Such arrangements are made between schools and parents and must clearly
address safety, insurance and supervisory issues.  In support, your Parish
Council may be able to offer help with items like fluorescent jackets to
enhance road safety.

Why not suggest such a scheme to the school attended by your children and
volunteer to be one of the escorting parents as well?

Crookham Village Parish Council is actively seeking ways to improve
transport in the Parish. Some of the ideas currently under consideration are
a car sharing scheme and taxi tokens. We are also looking at schemes to
provide night-time services for youngsters and an on-demand service for
those with mobility problems to visit health centres or shops. Hart are
giving us a great deal of advice and guidance; with the idea that several
Parishes join together to provide a cohesive service.

A smaller issue is to ensure that all bus stops have current time-tables on
display. Let me know if any of them do not. The next newsletter should be
able to give more information.

One thing that has become clear is that many voluntary organisations
cannot operate to capacity due to the lack of drivers, so if you have any
spare time and want to help, let me know. There are several organisations
with various vehicles who would welcome you. Any necessary training
would be provided.

[Since Joan contributed the above, a proposal has emerged that would
combine resources across the majority of parishes in Hart to provide two
custom minibuses on a computerised booking system through a central desk
in Winchester with direct contact to vehicles.  Some days would be
allocated to the Eastern parishes and others to the West, with vehicles on
call to customers from a generalised route structure.  There is much detail
still to be negotiated, but the scheme does look rather more practical than
some others that have been aired. Ed]

Following the resignation of Cllr Stuart Meeson, Crookham
Village Parish Council has at last found a replacement, Kevin
Rusby of Silvester Way, who was co-opted on 7 October.

However, Cllr Darren Pearson has now also resigned from the
Parish Council (at the September meeting), so there is now another
vacancy to fill by co-option.  Now that Zebon Ward has been
established, there is even more reason for the replacement to come
from the estate to make up numbers towards the 6 out of 8 which
would be in proportion to the numbers of houses.  If you might be
interested, please contact the Parish Clerk, Carol Leversha, on
810568 or via the new PC web site (thanks to Cllr Simon Ambler)
at www.crookham.village-pc.org.uk

The layout of the new metalled path across the open space between
Jessett Drive and Brandon Road was not changed despite much
local pressure when construction suddenly started without any
prior consultation.  A petition from those around the open space,
and other inputs from ZCRA, generated little effective response
from either Hart Council or from our new district councillors.

Some improvement was made to the bottom barriers after strong
representation direct to HDC from ZCRA.  Since then young
cyclists have been observed swerving round the barriers and out
onto Brandon Road without much reduction in speed, underpinning
the ZCRA view, already expressed to HDC, that further
improvements are still required to prevent a predictable nasty
accident.

Preliminary proposals for the play area to go on the same open
space are supposed to have been ready by now, but there is no sign
yet of the plans being made available for comment by those
affected.  We have been promised that there will be full public
consultation before plans are finalised.  Time will tell.

Walking Bus ?

Old Forge Site
Planning application 02/00884/FUL is currently being processed by Hart
Council.  It seeks to build 33 dwellings on the area currently occupied by
Old Forge Cafe, At Last, the kennels and Old Forge Garage.  The
application also proposes to realign the exit from Watery Lane onto
Redfields Lane to improve sight lines.

The Parish Council welcomed the principle of tidying up this area, but
objected to the particular proposals which were judged to be
overdevelopment with too many houses, on plots that were too cramped,
with inadequate open space, and with under-provision of parking.  CVPC
also wanted to improve footway access along Redfields Lane towards St
Nicholas School during the redevelopment.

Amended plans did little to address PC concerns and further objections
have been lodged.  You can view the proposals in Hart Council offices.

Local Transport

More details are available from
Councillor Joan Brooks  01252-812482  joanbrooks@lineone.net
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ZCRA Committee
Chairman/Newsletter: David Jackson  tel/fax 615052

Treasurer/Membership: Kathy Roades 627093
Leslie Alden 620774, Nicky Bond  695305

Chris Hall  613970, Malcolm Knowles  628692 Rajahan  623050
email:  zcra@ntlworld.com (note new email!)

ZCRA is still desperately short of a Secretary/Administrator.  Volunteers please !!

First Aid Course
We have still not had sufficient numbers come
forward to run a follow-on first aid course aimed
at child casualties.  If you are interested, at a cost
of approximately £20 for a four-hour course,
probably on a Sunday in January, please contact
one of the Committee by 1st December.

The planning appeal by Redfields
Garden Centre against the refusal
by Hart Council of their
application to relocate to Bowling
Alley on the A287 finally got
under way on 24 September.
Four days proved to be
inadequate, so the Appeal will
reconvene in the Harlington
Centre in Fleet at 10am on 6
November.  The outcome will not
be known for some time after
that, since the papers from
Planning Inspectors conducting
such appeals have to go to the
Secretary of State for final
adjudication.

Redfields
Appeal

Horse Droppings
Chris and Val Hall (613970) will collect horse
droppings from estate pavements etc on request.

Footway
Lights

Crookham Village Parish Council
has approved the purchase and
installation of 5 low-level, low-
output, vandal-proof footway
bollard lights along the pathway
under the power lines between
Londlandes and Danvers Drive.

These lights are intended to  mark
the way for those wishing to use
this very dark path after nightfall.
They will initially be set to come
on at dusk and off at midnight.

It is hoped that they will be
installed quite soon now and that
residents will find this to be a
very useful enhancement.

1st Crookham Scout Group is a flourishing Scout
Group with 2 Beaver Colonies, 3 Cub Packs, 2 Scout
Troops and 1 Venture Unit. It meets every evening at
its newly refurbished headquarters in Basingbourne
Woods, off Basingbourne Road, Fleet.

In order to continue to flourish, new leaders and/or
adult helpers are needed at all levels.  If you would like
further information, please contact Martin Squibb,
Group Scout Leader, on 01252 674832 or Elizabeth
Smith, Group Secretary, on 01252 626492.

1st Crookham
Scout Group

Registered charity no. 302270

Entrance Ball
Observant residents may have noticed that the
missing ball over the entrance gateway at the
Redfields end of Brandon Road was replaced
recently.  The original had been displaced by
vandals and was removed by ditch clearers.

The original developer was not interested because
it had been so long since it was built.  Councils
claimed it wasn’t their problem.  So eventually
ZCRA paid for the replacement to restore the look
of the entrance.  Hope you all approve.

Green Fingers
Many congratulations to Stuart Meeson of
Brandon Road for being Highly Commended in
the Fleet and Church Crookham in Bloom Jubilee
competition in the Jubilee Planters category.  What
a sight they were, complete with home-made
jubilee crowns.  Well done Stuart!  Hope you will
inspire more residents to enter next year.

Working Parties
You may have noticed that much work has been done
in the Copse during the summer.  You may also have
noticed that the Swing Bridge has been cleaned
recently.

ZCRA volunteers were responsible for both.  If you
would like to help with future activities of this sort,
please contact ZCRA with your name and contact
details so we can let you know when and where future
working parties will take place.

Diary Dates
1 January 2003

Community Walk
A convivial guided stroll round the local area.

Details in next newsletter

Early 2003
Evening Speaker and Discussion Forum

Date etc to be finalised.
Details in next newsletter.

Wednesday 5 March 2003
AGM

7:45 for 8pm in the Community Centre

Sunday 6 July 2003
ZCRA Fete

Even more excitement for the youngsters and
something for everyone.  Make sure you keep the
date free!  Volunteers are needed on the day, so
please let ZCRA know if you are willing to help.

Fireworks
ZCRA has already received complaints from
residents about excessively-loud explosions from
people letting off fireworks which caused great
distress to young children.  Please remember that
your enjoyment may rebound on those who see
fireworks as a torment and avoid letting off very
big bangs within the estate.  Be a good neighbour!

The Village Twinning Committee is holding a general
knowledge quiz on the evening of 23 November.   It
will be a convivial evening, with the sort of quiz which
everyone will enjoy.

Entries cost £20 for a team of four up to a maximum
of 20 teams.  Profits will go towards entertaining our
French visitors from Levignen at the 21st Anniversary
Twinning Visit here next June.  Savoury nibbles will
be provided, and the Social Club bar will be available
at Social Club beer and wine prices.  There will also
be a Raffle.

If you cannot get a team together, but would still like

Twinning Quiz
SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER 2002
Crookham Social Club 7.30 for 8 pm

Spring Bulbs
Another five big sacks of spring bulbs are due for
delivery in the next few weeks, thanks to the
generosity of Hart Council Landscape Department.  If
there are open spaces on the estate where you would
like to help by planting some of these bulbs, please
contact Kathy Roades on 627093.

Shop News
A Link cash machine is now
available inside the Spar shop.

After nearly 400 people signed a
petition, the National Lottery has
just agreed to install a terminal.
It should be in fairly soon, but no
date has been given.

Excellent promotions on soft
drinks will continue until
December.   There will be lots of
new lines and further promotions
in the run up to Christmas.

Please book early (or enquire about the Twinning)

01252 850657 or 810154


