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ZCRA Annual Fete
1pm to 5pm  Sunday 4 July
at the Community Centre

ZCRA NewsLetter
No 38                          June 2004

Grand Opening at 1pm by

Tracey Childs
star of Born & Bred, Hollyoaks, Howard’s Way

o0o

CVA Raffle drawn at 4:45pm
including radio-controlled model BMW kindly donated by Barons BMW of Farnborough
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ZCRA Committee
Chairman/Newsletter: David Jackson  tel/fax 615052

Treasurer/Membership: Kathy Roades 627093
Secretary: Anne Foulsham 629934

Chris Hall  613970 Malcolm Knowles  628692 Rajan  623050
email:  zcra@ntlworld.com

Keep an eye on the ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar shop for any late news.

Bank Holiday
Community Walk

A small group really enjoyed a walk around Caesars
Camp on Good Friday afternoon.  The next
‘Community Walk’ is planned for the Greywell area
on the afternoon of Bank Holiday Monday 30 August
leaving the Community Centre by car at 2pm.
Nothing too strenuous and hopefully some
refreshments afterwards.  Families welcome and
dogs on leads.  Do come along.

Litter Pick
A dozen volunteers picked litter around the estate for
two hours on Sunday 14 March and generated an
impressive pile of filled plastic bags.  Cleared areas
looked a lot better for a short while, but it didn’t take
long for litter to start accumulating again.
How much better it would be if litter went into the
bins provided or was taken home instead of being
discarded all over the place.  Parents, in particular,
please note!

Fete Volunteers Needed
The ZCRA fete can only be run if there is generous help from residents.  Without it the
event is just not viable.  If you are able to help in any way on the day with putting up,
taking down, or on one of the stalls - especially with the BBQ - then please contact
Kathy Roades and come along to the helpers’ meeting at 8pm in the Community Centre
on Friday 25 June 2004.

Footway Lights
We have been reporting vandalism to the footway
lights under the pylon line for some time now.  There
is still not a single report of anyone seeing the
damage being inflicted.
The lights have now been damaged beyond
worthwhile repair and will be removed shortly.
Those responsible for this long-term campaign of
criminal damage, and their parents if they are
youngsters, should be ashamed of themselves.  Law-
abiding residents who want to walk the path after
dark, especially during the winter months, will be the
losers - as will the Council Tax payers who foot the
bills through the Parish Precept.

Vandalism
It’s not just litter and vandalised footway lights.
Trees around the estate and in the Copse continue to
have tops or branches broken off, their support
stakes disturbed etc.  People pick or kick flowers on
open spaces and front gardens. Kids chuck debris
into the canal.  New graffiti appears. Someone keeps
removing ZCRA fete notices from northern estate
noticeboards. Cars have been scratched in
driveways. And so it goes on.
Someone must see some of this happening and be in
a position to respond either directly or by calling the
police, appropriate authority, or a ZCRA committee
member.  Don’t be complacent - DO SOMETHING!

Entrance Gateway
After much effort, and some confusing
misinformation, ZCRA at last has just received
documentary evidence of ownership of the cracked
entrance gateway on Brandon Road.  Now we have
to persuade the owner to mend it.

Local Councillors

Copse Work
Clare Bloomer, HCC Ranger for Zebon Copse,
resigned unexpectedly soon after returning from a
sabbatical in South America. Work parties are on
hold until a replacement has been appointed.  Keep
an eye open for notices if you would like to help.

Spare Room ?
Four Seasons Hotels and Resorts, “the world's leading luxury hotel group”, is coming
soon to Dogmersfield.  They are currently looking for "Host Families"/ Homeowners
to rent a room to relocating colleagues. If you have a spare room and would like some
extra income, please call Jo Bartlett on 01252-853064 for more information, or e-mail
jo.bartlett@fourseasons.com.

The elections on 10 June were the first time Zebon Ward of Crookham Village Parish
Council had been separately identified.  Five seats were available for the new ward, but
only four candidates came forward.  Hence the lack of a voting paper for the Parish this
time.  The remaining place will likely be filled by co-option.  If you might be interested,
contact the Parish Clerk on 810568 or visit www.crookhamvillage-pc.org.uk.
Our two District Councillors were not due for re-election this time.  However, Lorraine
Fullbrook from Dogmersfield  - leader of Hart Council - suddenly resigned on 30 April
to pursue a career as a Westminster MP through a seat in the North of England.  Our
other HDC councillor, Mark Poulton of Brandon Road, appears not to have council
business at the top of his priorities at the moment. These two have singularly failed to
make any detectable progress with sorting out use of developers’ S106 funds (ie money
paid by people buying houses here and currently sitting in the HDC bank account) for
improvements to play areas and leisure facilities on the estate.
We can only hope that Jenny Radley, elected on 10 June, will take more interest in local
matters and do something to address the serious issues that have arisen with Hart
Council’s administration of ‘our’ Section 106 money.

Future of Community Centre
Championed by Councillors Lorraine Fullbrook and Sharyn Wheale, HDC has been
attempting to devolve financial and administrative responsibility for Velmead
Community Centre, the playing fields and play areas on the justification that places like
Odiham, Yateley and Hook pay for their own facilities.  The counter argument is that
most of the people who use the Velmead facilities come from outside the immediate
area, so that it makes sense for HDC to continue to run them in the same way as they
do in Hitches Lane - not to mention the efficiencies of centralised administration.
The current situation is that woefully-inadequate data has been passed by HDC to
Crookham Village Parish Council, who have been invited to take over these facilities:
more information has been requested.  The main result, as far as can be seen at present,
would be that maintenance and administrative costs would fall on the parish precept for
Crookham Village, thus potentially forcing a significant increase in local Council Tax.
An alternative might be an independent group of trustees to run the facilities as a
business.  So far HDC has given no hints at all of the financial basis of such an
arrangement and no volunteers have been identified.
ZCRA will keep you informed of progress.  Meanwhile, if any resident has a burning
desire to form a management committee to take over the Community Centre, playing
fields and play areas, please step forward.

ZCRA 2004
ZCRA has more than 800 households as members for the first time this year.  Well done
to Kathy Roades and her subscription collectors.  But we are still struggling to find new
committee members with the time and interest to do rather more than sit and talk at the
committee-room table once a month.   Volunteers still required !


