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Your Residents Association is pleased to bring you the Spring edition of the Newsletter. The AGM was 
held on 6th April with a somewhat disappointing turnout. Thank you to those who made the effort to 
come. Concerns were raised over the condition of the speed humps, parking on the bus route part of 
Brandon Road, contractors blocking the entrance to Wooland Court and blocked footpaths. The 
committee undertook to take appropriate remedial action where possible. 
PLANNING NEWS .... Hampshire County Council wish to close Gables Road to protect the pedestrians 
from through traffic. Your Committee has written to the Council, making a number of constructive 
comments and expressing concern over the future use of the roads on Zebon Copse as a short cut to 
Crookham Village when the Gally Hill Road access is completed. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD For those of you with gravel driveways, Hart Council highways dept. are 
WATCH COLUMN delaying adoption of roads until the gravel is 'stabilised' to protect the 
We have had reports of 
strangers at the door 
collecting for obscure 
charities. If you have 
any doubts, ask to see 
their identification and 
note the number of the 
vehicle if they have one. 
Call the police if you are 
unsure of their integrity. 
Anyone wishing to set 

L up a NHW group there 
is a new contact: Mr. W. 
Brown 6224 79 who will 
liaise with the police. 

DID YOU KNOW ..... 
There is a bottle bank 
by the Velmead 
Community Centre -
Save a trip to the town! 

STOP PRESS ... 
Residents wishing to 
join the Association 
should phone Nicky on 
626422. The subs are 
only £2 per household. 

drains. If you are not satisfied with any remedial method proposed such as 
the use of hot bitumen, please discuss it with a member of your committee. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS FOR YOUR DIARY ..... 
SUN. 5th June: Crookham Village Association Fete 

-Support Zebon Copse Tug o' War team! 

SUN 10th JULY- GRAND FAMILY BARBECUE to be held at the 
Velmead Community Centre. Attractions include football and softball 
matches, bouncy castle, children's entertainer, music and bar. Flyers 
and posters will be circulated nearer the day to give you more 
information on tickets and times etc . FREE TICKETS for volunteer 
helpers on the day. Please give your name to Robert Ney on 625426. 

COMMITTEE NEWS 
We are pleased to be able to welcome a new committee member - Jane 
Tufts- who has volunteered to help us with any secretarial work that may 
arise. Your committee meets every month to discuss any problems which 
may arise on the estate, any local planning applications and to organise 
social events such as the barbecue. If you have any local concerns please 
raise them with your committee rather than doing it all yourself. A united 
voice can often achieve better results! 

COMMITTEE CONTACT NAMES: Chairman- Simon Ambler- 625808 
VIce-chairman- Philip Ashton- 816182; Editor- Bob Cornwell- 613186 
Treasurer - Trevor Spraggs - 622259; Minutes Secretary - Christine 
Weaver- 620728; Membership Secretary- Nicky Dawson - 626422 
Entertainments - Robert Ney- 625426 



THE NATURAL HISTORY OF ZEBON COPSE by Nicky Dawson 

Nicky is an ecologist working for Hampshire County Council. 

Our namesake, Zebon Copse, is actually the name of the woodland lying between the housing estate 
and the Basingstoke Canal. References to the name Zebon (Zepen) can be found in historical 
documents dating back as far as 1567. 

The first edition (1816) Ordnance Survey 1 inch map shows the site to be partly woodland ("Zebon 
Coppice") and partly rough grazing- valley mire ("Peat Moor"). By 1910 virtually all the land had 
become wooded suggesting that grazing had ceased. 

Because of the waterlogged nature of the soils found in Zebon Copse, particularly in the area known 
as "Peat Moor'', a distinctive bog moss (Sphagnum) vegetation community has developed, now under 
a canopy of willows. The drier "Zebon Coppice" area is probably surviving 'ancient woodland' (i.e. 
wooded since 1600 AD) and supports over 30 'ancient woodland indicator species' including bluebell, 
wood sorrel, wood anemone and wood speedwell. The site has several banks marking existing and 
former boundaries which affect the site's long history. 

The area of greatest nature conservation interest is the waterlogged bog moss community which is 
type now considered rare in the lowlands of Western Europe. The two metre peat which has 
accumulated here is probably several thousand years old and is likely to contain a valuable record of 
past vegetation in the form of preserved pollen grains. 

Because of its high nature conservation interest, Zebon Copse was recorded in 1988 as a Countryside 
Heritage site by Hampshire County Council and ownership of the copse has since passed into the 
hands of the County Council to ensure its future protection. 

CROOKHAM PARISH COUNCIL by Peter Crawley- Chairman 

Your Council Tax form shows that you will pay about £4-60 in 1994 to the Parish Council of Crookham 
Village, the civil parish in which you live. If you come from a town you may well ask what you get for 
this. Primarily, what you get is an elected Council (3 women and 3 men at present, unpaid) with a 
time paid clerk. The next election is in 1996. 

The Council has few powers, but it has the statutory right to be consulted on many local matters. We 
see our prime duty to be that of advancing the interests of our parishioners, communal and individual, 
and ensuring their views are made known to Hart District, Hampshire and other authorities. Thus our 
monthly agenda is usually dominated by matters of planning, public open spaces, footpaths and road 
safety. For example we have been energetic about the design of the planned Freelands Farm Estate 
(to be built alongside the current Zebon Copse development- Ed.) and we continue to press 
Hampshire to finalise the management plan for Zebon Copse and its transfer to public ownership, 
requirements of the permission given for your estate to be built. 

If you believe you have a problem that the Parish Council could help on, or views about local 
government which you wish to express, please contact the clerk, Carol Leversha on 615534, or myself 
(Peter Crawley) on 613728, or come to one of our meetings held on the first Monday of each month, 
7-45 pm at the Women's Institute Hall in the Street. 

Newsletter edited and printed by Bob Cornwell 


