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Community Centre Refurbishment is GO !
After 6 years of stop-start negotiations, an agreement was at 
last signed on 14 January between Crookham Village Parish 
Council (CVPC) and Hart District Council for the handover of 
the facilities to CVPC on 31 March 2011.
A key element of the agreement is that major refurbishment of the 
Community Centre and the adjacent small-children play area will 
be a precursor to the takeover.
The original refurbishment scheme proved to 
be too expensive after a round of tendering 
in August 2008.  A scaled-down plan was 
therefore proposed which, after a second 
round of tendering in December 2008, proved 
to be just within the budget set by the amount 
of developer’s Section 106 money allocated to 
this project by Hart Council.
The plan is that the centre will close from 16 
February until the end of August 2009.  The play group and other 
regular users will relocate within the district during this time.
One casualty will be the Zebon Copse fete, previously planned for 
5 July.  The expectation is that an alternative event will be held 
soon after the centre re-opens.  Details will be publicised once the 
timetable is more certain after groundworks have been completed.

The refurbishment will add storage, a stage and an enhanced 
kitchen plus a management office as well as a new joint toilet 
block for the old hall and the sports area.  It will also free up the 
small meeting room for separate hire once again. The changes 
will allow more groups which need storage space to use the hall 
including, it is hoped, at least one targeted at younger people.  An 

additional benefit will be that the old hall will 
become self contained when the play group 
is in session, so the other halls will become 
available for hire during the day.
In parallel, the existing small-children’s play 
area will be completely re-equipped with 
modern play equipment in a slightly-larger 
enclosure.  Exactly when the existing play area 
will be unavailable is not yet known.
As a separate exercise funded by the Big 

Lottery Fund and CVPC, a 3-metre-high climbing boulder is to 
be installed on the larger play area near the existing swings on an 
extension to the enclosure.  It is hoped that this will be in place in 
the next couple of months.

More details at the ZCRA AGM - see below left.

ZCRA AGM
Wednesday
11 February

7:45pm for 8pm
The Annual General Meeting of Zebon Copse Residents’ 
Association will be held in Velmead Community Centre, 
Danvers Drive at 8pm on Wednesday 11 February 2009.  
This is a great opportunity for you to find out more about 
what is going on around the estate and to make your own 
views known to the ZCRA Committee.  Please make every 
effort to attend.  Annual subscriptions of £2 per household 
(£1 for pensioners) can be paid at the door.

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence. 
2. Approval of minutes of AGM 2008 and matters arising.
3. Chairman’s report.
4. Financial report and accounts.
5. Appointment of auditor.
6. Election of the Committee.
7. Approval of cheque signatories.
8. Any other business.

Refreshment Break

Community Centre Refurbishment Plans.
Airport traffic increase.
General discussion.
The aim is to finish by 10pm

Community Centre 
Volunteers

A major consequence of the transfer of Velmead facilities to CVPC will 
be the need to establish an alternative management system to be fully up 
and running by 31 March 2011.  Because of the phased handover, many 
of the elements will need to be in place before that date.
It is envisaged that a salaried manager and caretaker will be employed, 
together with contractors for grounds maintenance, building maintenance, 
cleaning, refuse removal and other core activities.
The refurbished centre should appeal to a wider user base than the current 
building and hence attract greater occupancy and thus more income.  Now 
is the time to start generating these extra users and to attract more casual 
hirers to use the new facilities when they re-open.
In support of this marketing drive, CVPC would like to recruit 
interested local volunteers help organise and run events and activities 
based on the new facilities.
This is the chance for parents of teenagers to get together and organise 
activities that so many say are sorely lacking in our immediate area.
A monthly event during autumn, winter and spring would also help bind 
the community closer together - ideas and volunteers required here, too.
There will also be opportunities for coffee mornings, drop-in groups etc 
during the weekday.
The new stage plus acoustic treatment should make the halls much more 
suitable for meetings of all sorts, including commercial functions.  The 
two halls can be combined into one large hall by folding back the acoustic 
divider, which is also to be refurbished. Theatre groups will also benefit 
from the new back-stage area in the meeting room accessible from the 
wing access to the stage.  Provision will also be made for use of audio and 
lighting equipment for the stage and the rear wall of the stage will double 
as a large cinema screen for film shows and presentations.
The refurbished kitchen will suit major events like wedding receptions or 
company meetings using external caterers.
Please inform ZCRA if you are willing to play some part, however 
small, in helping to make the new centre viable and productive.

ZCRA FETE
POSTPONED
FROM JULY
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ZCRA Committee
Chairman/Fete/Newsletter: David Jackson 615052

Treasurer/Membership: Val Hall 613970
Secretary: Anne Foulsham 629934
Kathy Roades     Rajan (Spar shop)

Rachel Kitchen
ZCRA email: zcra@ntlworld.com

Keep an eye on the ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar shop for any late news.

Beware Scams
A card is posted through your door from a company called PDS 
(Parcel Delivery Service) suggesting that they were unable 
to deliver a parcel and that you need to contact them on 0906 
6611911 (a premium rate number). DO NOT call this number, 
as this is a mail scam originating from Belize.
If you call the number and you start to hear a recorded message 
you will already have been billed £15 for the phone call. If you 
do receive a card with these details, please contact Royal Mail 
Fraud on 0207 2396655 or ICSTIS (the premium rate service 
regulator) at www.icstis.org.uk.

Community Blooms!
Last summer’s weather proved to be superb for the gardens of 
Fleet and Church Crookham and the number of entries to “Fleet 
and Church Crookham In Bloom” proved the point.
One of our Zebon Copse members from Nether Vell-Mead 
excelled with winner awards in four categories. 
Why not join in this year and lets ensure our community spirit 
blossoms through with lots of wonderful flowers around the 
estate. Join together with some neighbours or simply enter on 
your own to present an exceptional community display.
Entry to Fleet and Church Crookham In Bloom is free of charge 
and you can get entry forms from the Display box which will 
be in the Hart Shopping Centre from April onwards, or if you 
prefer from any member of the ZCRA Committee.

Planning
One of the three recent planning applications for the Blue Prior 
industrial site opposite Du Maurier Close - 08/02681/FUL for a 
73-place assisted living scheme - has now been refused.  08/02640/
FUL for a business development and 08/02639/FUL for a playgroup 
remain to be determined. The scheme for a BUPA care home on the 
Redfields Lane frontage behind the wooden fence now erected has 
already been approved, but work dates have yet to be announced 
for the main building works to start.
08/01126/FUL for redevelopment of Redfields Garden Centre is 
still undetermined as Hart Council awaits further details.
It is unfortunate if you outgrow your accommodation, but not very 
sociable if your remedies have an adverse effect on other people.
It is good practice for anyone putting in a planning application to 
consult neighbours first and seek an amicable agreement on the 
way ahead. You should always be notified by Hart Council once a 
planning application has been submitted for an adjacent property.  
It is up to you to respond within the given timescales if you have 
views that you want to be taken into account - this can be either by 
letter or on the web.  For significant proposals, CVPC will hold a 
meeting in public at which you should also state your views.
If you want to influence the look and feel of your neighbourhood, 
you need to take an interest in planning proposals and make your 
views known.  It is too late if you wait until works have started.

Flood Defences
You may have noticed the recent earth works on the edge of the 
balancing pond on Brandon Road.
Whenever there is a major storm, the balancing pond fills and 
on occasions has overflowed into properties in Rebecca Close, 
Rassett Mead and Browning Road.  Photographic evidence 
was submitted by residents and ZCRA to Thames Water and 
as a result, after a long wait, remedial works have just been 
completed to increase the height of the earth bund.
After the flood of July 2007, it was found that the underground 
chamber in the balancing pond exit tunnel was partially 
obstructed by a large plastic container.  The inspection regime 
has been improved as a result.
It is hoped that these measures will avoid further flooding of 
properties in this area, but there remains a risk of closure of 
Brandon Road if the balancing pond overflows, so be very 
careful in such circumstances not to drown your car’s engine as 
happened to at least one car last time.
Flood reports can be viewed at www.crookhamvillage-pc.org.

Copse Working Parties
Angie Greene, the Copse Ranger, has organised Copse working 
parties for:         Wednesday 11 March 2009

Sunday 17 May 2009
meeting at 10am on the track into the woods from Londlandes 
and finishing by 1pm.  You can always leave early if you have 
other things to do.
Tools and refreshments will be provided, but please wear 
sensible footwear and clothing.
These working parties maintain paths, clear scrub and generally 
help keep the Copse in a good and accessible condition.  And 
they give a great opportunity for children and adults alike to take 
some ownership of this wonderful local resource.
Do try to attend.

Parish Councillor
Due to a resignation, there is now a vacancy for a Parish Councillor 
for the Crookham Village Ward.  See the Crookham Village Parish 
Council  website at www.crookhamvillage-pc.org.uk for details.

Farnborough Airport
You should already have received written notification from 
TAG Farnborough of a consultation about their plans for almost 
doubling the number of flights into the airport. If not, feedback  
can be submitted via http://www.farnboroughairportconsultation.
com before 28 February 2009.
Rushmoor Council, the Planning Authority for the airfield, are 
separately consulting about further development of the airfield at 
www.rushmoor.gov.uk/farnboroughairportarea, with responses 
due by 20 February 2009.
Zebon Copse lies very close to the flight paths, as you will all 
know.  If you have views on significant increases in traffic then it is 
vital that you make appropriate responses to these two surveys so 
that your comments can be taken into account.
It would also be helpful if you could inform ZCRA of your views 
on this topic so that the Association can properly represent your 
position to relevant authorities.  Also to be raised at the AGM.

Historic Trees
The line of tall Scots Pine trees running through Further Vell Mead 
dates back to an 1834 Enclosure Act, after which they were planted 
to delineate the land awarded (hence Award Road).  Residents may 
recall the outcry when the developer wanted to fell some of these 
historic trees to make room for more houses on Morgans Land.
Unfortunately, it now seems that some of these old trees have been 
killed by Pine Shoot Beetle infestation and will have to be felled.

Litter Pick
ZCRA will be organising another litter pick around the estate on 
Sunday 22 February 2009.  Meet 10am Spar Shop.  Equipment 
and gloves provided. Volunteers essential.  Please try to help.


