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ZCRA was founded by Simon and Julia Ambler in the 
early 1990s with the aim of encouraging development 
of community spirit in the new estate and of promoting 
the interests of residents by seeking to ensure that the 
estate was properly maintained. The fete 
was the major event in that era and has 
been run every year since.
Over the years ZCRA has answered many 
questions from residents, nudged relevant 
authorities to undertake remedial action to 
keep the estate infrastructure both looking 
good and functioning properly, and 
expanded the events schedule to include 
plays, children’s parties and Christmas Fayres. More 
recently we have acquired and installed a dog-bag 
dispenser at Londlandes.
I joined the committee as treasurer in 1995 shortly after 
moving onto the estate and became chairman when 
Philip Ashton stood down at the 1998 AGM. As well as 
chairing ZCRA, I have been the main organiser of fetes 
and produce the newsletters (this is my 61st edition). 
Now that I am well into my 20th year on the committee 
I think it is nearly time to hand over to someone else 
to take ZCRA forward and to inject some new ideas. 
To make a start on untangling myself, I wish to set 
up a small group to run the fete from next year and 
am looking for volunteers to cover the various facets: 
overall coordination; facility bookings and licence; 

food and drink; stall bookings; contractors; helpers; 
and field organisation.
Kathy Roades joined the committee in 1999, so she 
has been active on the committee for almost 15 years. 

She has done a wonderful job looking 
after recruiting of helpers, newsletter 
deliverers, subs collectors and grounds 
maintenance. Kathy now finds that the 
effort required to recruit and coordinate 
subscription collections, newsletter 
deliveries and other activities requiring 
helpers  is becoming too much of a burden 
now she is in her 80s and she wishes to 

hand over these activities for 2015 and beyond. An 
active volunteer is urgently required to fill this vital 
role if ZCRA is to remain a viable organisation.
In addition, our current secretary, Ian Clarke, is moving 
away from the area shortly, so we have another vacancy 
on the committee.
If ZCRA is to continue to make a significant contribution 
to life on the estate, it is essential that the committee 
is adequately staffed by people with a real interest in 
maintaining and developing the Association and its 
activities. Without new and active committee members, 
the future of ZCRA is clearly at significant risk.

If you might be interested, please contact
chair@zcra.org.uk or 615052.

The Future of ZCRA is at Risk    by David Jackson, Chairman

Urgent 
Call for 

Volunteers

The return of a popular event from earlier years with a 
professional disco for children between 4 and 10 years 
old accompanied by an adult.
Tickets cost £5 per child available in advance only from 
the Spar shop or Zebon Copse Centre office (in office 
hours only) from the beginning of October.
Adult refreshments available in aid of local scout funds.
Book early to avoid disappointment since places are 
limited.

This is a chance to do some early Christmas shopping 
and to enjoy festive refreshments courtesy of Riding 
for the Disabled. Raffle in aid of Phyllis Tuckwell 
Hospice in Farnham.
Anyone wishing to take a stall at this event is invited 
to contact xmasfayre@zcra.org.uk for further 
details.

Kid’s Halloween Fancy 
Dress Party and Disco

Community Centre
3-4:30pm

Sunday 26 October

Christmas Fayre
Community Centre

2-4:30pm
Saturday 22 November

Free admission
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ZCRA Committee
Chairman/Fete/Newsletter: David Jackson 615052

Treasurer/Membership: Val Hall 613970
Secretary: Ian Clarke 408152

Helpers: Kathy Roades 627093
Kirsty Arnold

Mark Hensby 697065
Julie Kelly

Rajan (Spar shop) 623050
------------

Twitter: @ZebonCopse
Web: www.zcra.org.uk

ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar shop

Planning
Planning application 14/00504/MAJOR for 300 houses between 
Watery Lane and St Nicholas School was recommended for 
refusal by the Hart Planning Committee on 10 September 
against the advice from planning officers. Representatives of 
Crookham Village Parish Council and FACE-IT spoke against 
the application at the council meeting. Reasons given for refusal 
include effect of traffic, unsuitability of the proposed open 
space, effect on local leisure facilities and inadequate provision 
of affordable housing. The decision is due to be ratified by the 
full Hart Council on 25 September, after this newsletter has 
been printed. See zcra.org.uk and @ZebonCopse on Twitter 
for the latest news.
The consultation period for 14/01387/MAJOR for 423 houses 
on part of Grove Farm off Hitches Lane is now over and we 
await the response of Hart Council to the many objections 
submitted.
For the longer term, Hart is working to produce a replacement 
Local Plan to cover the period out to 2032. This will involve 
several public consultations, the first of which is open now 
and closes on 10 October. This asks which very broad option 
you would select from a list that includes a new settlement, 
spreading new houses around main towns and villages, and 
extending existing main urban conurbations.
Visit the Hart Council web site (link on @ZebonCopse dated 
25 August) or attend the public exhibition in the Harlington 
Centre, Fleet between 10:30 and 8pm on 30 September to 
explore the options offered. It is very important that as many 
as possible have their say, so please do explore the options and 
submit your views before the deadline.

Toddler Group
Zebon Copse Centre Toddler Group is a warm and welcoming 
group for mothers/carers and toddlers (babies also welcome) 
who meet every Wednesday morning in term time from 09.30-
11.00 in the Crookham Hall at the Zebon Copse Centre. Come 
and join in the fun and support your local Toddler Group! 
Contact Tabby Powell 07960-513179,  01252-617394 or 
tabby@jtpowell.co.uk.

Cycling Club Revival
For any of you out there on the estate who are keen cyclists and wish to 
join together informally for group bike rides early on a Saturday or Sunday 
morning please get in contact with Mark Hensby one of our committee 
members on 01252 697065 or Mark.Hensby@ntlworld.com This new 
revived group will be principally for road riding on local circular routes but 
if enough people wished to go off road in permitted areas we could also look 
at this for certain weeks.
Cycling is a good means of keeping fit and enjoying the local countryside so 
let’s enjoy both together!
Please come forward no matter what your ability or fitness level.

Wild-Flower Beds
The wildflower beds were not so colourful this summer, partly 
perhaps because some of the plants are biennial. However, a very 
good variety of plants came up overall, although with more muted 
colours. There didn’t appear to be many bees around, but plenty of 
hoverflies and other insects, and a few unusual butterflies were noted. 
(you might have your own observations).
The pylon bed and the bed by the copse were invaded by grass, so it 
will probably be necessary to dig out as much as possible and sow 
Yellow Rattle seeds; these are parasitic on the roots of grass and will 
help to keep down the growth. There will be an autumn review and a 
cut before the next season.
Janice Stenning, coordinator

Blocked Pavements
A common problem around parts of the estate is that vegetation grows 
over the pavement and obstructs the free flow of pedestrians. In many 
cases, the offending vegetation originates in the gap between the 
boundary fence or wall of a property and the edge of the pavement.
It seems that many householders do not realise that the boundary of 
their property is the edge of the pavement, not the fence or wall. It 
is the responsibility of the householder to ensure that pavements are 
not obstructed by plants growing on their property even when, as in 
some cases, the affected pavement is  in a different street to the house 
address.
It is a legal requirement that pavements are kept clear and the relevant 
authorities are entitled, if householders do not cooperate, to clear the 
obstruction and send the bill to the householder. Clearly this is to 
be avoided if possible, so please will anyone in this situation do the 
decent thing and cut back the problem vegetation before officialdom 
steps in. There are quite a few of you at the moment!

Noisy Parties
There have been a number of complaints over the summer about 
loud parties continuing well into the late evening and disturbing 
neighbours and, in some cases, people living quite a distance away 
from the source of the noise. Please be considerate and avoid upsetting 
other residents who are trying to sleep.

Dog Bins
The dog-bag dispenser installed by ZCRA last year at 
Londlandes has proved very popular with around 25 bags 
being taken every day. Few have been left lying around and in 
general they seem to have reduced the amount of abandoned 
dog mess quite successfully.
At its last AGM, ZCRA voted to install further bins once the 
usefulness of the first one had been established. However, the 
cost of replenishing the bags has proved to be considerable at 
over £300 per year and the committee felt that adding more 
bins, with additional long-term replenishment costs, would 
be excessive against the anticipated annual income from 
subscriptions.
As a result, we proposed to Crookham Village Parish Council 
that they might take over supplying consumables if ZCRA 
funded two new bins to go at Zebon Copse Centre and on the 
open space between Brandon Road and Jessett Drive. CVPC 
accepted this offer at their July meeting and it is anticipated 
that the new dispensers will be in place during October.

ZCRA on the Web
The ZCRA web site at www.zcra.org.uk and the ZCRA Twitter 
feed at @ZebonCopse are the best way to keep in touch with 
what is going on around the estate. If you hear of anything 
that might be of general interest, or have any suggestions 
for added content on the web site (preferably with a relevant 
contribution!) please email details to webmaster@zcra.org.uk.
And don’t forget the noticeboard outside the Spar shop.


