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Children’s Halloween
Fancy Dress Party and Disco

Flooding 26 August
Once again local storm water infrastructure failed to cope with 
very heavy rain (around 2 inches in under two hours) on 26 
August.
The balancing ponds filled up and some roadway drains 
discharged rather than taking away the storm water. Brandon 
Road was impassable for a while opposite Water Rede and a 
number of properties were affected in parts of the estate.
As usual, Hart Council was quickly informed about problems that 
had been notified to or seen by ZCRA on the day, but it remains 
important that ZCRA is made aware of all the problems caused 
by storm water that day so that we can keep up pressure for action 
to mitigate such problems in the future, not only for existing 
properties, but also for those about to be built nearby.
Please forward any pictures or details of problems that you 
observed or suffered to chair@zcra.org.uk or via 01252-615052.
The responsible officer at Hart Council would like to hear from 
anyone whose property was affected. Either use the questionnaire 
on-line at www.hart.gov.uk/hart-district-council-flooding-survey 
or write to Hart Council.
If your property was badly affected, it might also pay you to read 
the advice on flood support schemes at http://www.hart.gov.uk/
flood-support-schemes.

Local Bus Changes
Significant changes to local bus services came into force on 1 
September 2015. 
The No 72 service from Reading to Farnborough via Coxheath 
Road and the Wyvern has been replaced by the No 7 from Reading 
to Aldershot via Fleet, which omits the Church Crookham section. 
The new No 10 service from Quetta Park to Farnborough via 
Fleet  routes via Coxheath Road, Gally Hill Road and the Wyvern 
and is now the closest normal bus route to Zebon Copse estate.
Morning and afternoon school services in term time are now: 
No 10 via the Wyvern and The Street to Calthorpe Park school; 
and a combination of Nos 409/410/10 to Farnborough 6th Form 
College.
In addition to the Stagecoach bus services, a local TaxiShare  
scheme to Fleet picks up at each end of on Brandon Road. 
Contact  01962 846786 for details of how the register and access 
this service.
The Fleet Link service operates on certain days of the week. 
Details from 01252 518090.
And a local Communicare service via 01252 629625 caters for 
those who need help in accessing local health services.
There is a link to further detail including bus timetables and route 
maps from the News section of www.zcra.org.uk.

Zebon Copse Centre  3 - 4:30 pm
Sunday 1 November 2015

Tickets £5 per child (4-9 yrs)
to be purchased in advance from the Spar Shop

Fancy Dress Competition, Disco, Games, Prizes and Refreshments
For further details or offers of help on the day, contact Mark on 01252-697065

All children must be accompanied by a responsible adult
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Watery Lane
You will be aware that the appeal by Martin Grant for the 
Watery lane (Albany Park) development was allowed and that 
therefore the scheme to build 300 houses between Watery Lane 
and St Nicholas School from Redfields Lane to Albany Stables 
will go ahead with a condition that the new roundabout onto 
the A287 will be completed very early in the timetable. Traffic 
lights will probably be provided on Redfields Lane to facilitate 
access to the new estate and the 30 mph limit will be extended 
towards the A287.
A new SANG (public open space) will be established to the 
North and West of the site encompassing Hillyburrow, the hill 
beyond the Zebon Copse Centre playing fields, with the aim of  
encouraging walkers away from the Special Protection Areas 
off Bourley Road and their endangered species of bird. Initial 
access to the associated car park will be via Danvers Drive for 
up to 2 years, after which only emergency vehicles will be able 
to access the new development from Danvers Drive.
So far only outline permission has been granted for the main 
development. A future ‘Reserved Matters’ application will 
address detailed internal layout and design.
Those living near the Community Centre will no doubt have a 
particular interest in the final proposals for layout and access 
to the new sports pitches and changing rooms that form part of 
the proposals.

Parish Council
The whole of Zebon Copse estate lies within the parish of Crookham 
Village and part of your council tax is the Parish Precept, which 
funds the activities of the parish council.
The council consists of 8 councillors and employs a clerk, a finance 
office and two managers for Zebon Copse Centre. The annual  budget 
approaches £100K from which CVPC runs the Community Centre, 
play areas and sports facilities throughout the parish.
The parish council not only manages and provides facilities and 
services within the parish, but also has a powerful voice with higher 
authorities when questions arise that are beyond their powers, for 
example with planning and highways matters.
Next May the whole council comes up for re-election at the end of 
their standard 4-year term of office. This time, due to changes in 
District Council boundaries, the parish will no longer be warded, so 
councillors will be elected for the whole parish this time rather than 
for Zebon, Village and Netherhouse wards.
It has been a long time since there has been a contested election, 
so present councillors were  returned unopposed, supplemented by 
co-opted members to make up shortfalls. This is not good for local 
democracy.
Fresh blood is urgently required to re-invigorate the council and 
ensure that it responds appropriately to issues of interest to the 
whole electorate. If you feel that you might be interested in playing 
a greater part in local affairs, then you should consider attending 
council meetings on the 1st Monday evening of each month and 
contacting existing councillors to get an inside view on what is 
involved. It would also be useful to familiarise yourself with content 
of  the council web site at www.crookhamvillage-pc.org.uk. That way 
you will be in a good position to decide whether or not to stand in the 
local elections in May 2016.

Obstructed Paths
Once again it is necessary to appeal to households to cut back 
vegetation that obstructs roadside and other paths around the 
estate. If a hedge, bushes, trees etc borders your property, even 
if it outside your fence, it is YOUR responsibility to keep it 
trimmed back so that public paths are not obstructed. This 
includes cases where the fence backs onto a different street 
from that of the front of the house and where trees droop over 
the footpath. Please be considerate of others and keep the 
footways clear. Otherwise, you risk action being taken at your 
expense by the Highway Authority or local council.
And please park in such a way that pedestrians, including those 
with baby buggies, are not forced to walk around your vehicle 
into the road. Obstructing pavements is an offence for which 
you risk being issued with a ticket by the police.

Zebon Copse Fete
Once again morning rain threatened the fete, but it cleared soon 
after 1pm and we had a good attendance. As usual the dog show 
and agility demonstration were popular, as was the jazz band.
The craft tent for youngsters to decorate wire-framed colourful 
fish generated some very eye-catching designs thanks to 
sponsorship by Crookham Village Parish Council.
As in previous years, ZCRA subsidised the fete by around £500 
out of subscriptions to keep down the cost for those attending, 
especially families.
Next year’s fete is scheduled for Sunday 3 July 2016. It would be 
good to have something a little different as the main attraction, 
so if anyone has any ideas for affordable and attractive main 
items for the fete, your inputs will be most welcome.
Bookings for stalls will be taken from early in the New Year. 
Keep an eye on the ZCRA web site for details in due course.

Winter Evening?
The committee is considering a possible band and fish-and-
chip supper evening during the winter months.
If you have any suggestions for the type of music that would 
tempt you to attend, and any local groups that play such music, 
the committee would be very pleased to hear from you.
Given the lead time needed to book the hall and book the 
band, a decision will need to be made by November, so please 
respond soon.

Dog Bags
ZCRA tops up the dog bag dispensers at Londlandes and Brandon 
Road using bags supplied by the Parish Council. If you see  that a 
dispenser is empty, please advise ZCRA so we can arrange a refill.

Maintenance Issues
As winter approaches, there will be more urgency to get road and 
lighting problems resolved.
For anything to do with the state of roads and pavements, the best 
way is to report via http://www3.hants.gov.uk/index/transport/
roadproblems, which is very easy to use and often gets a quicker 
result than personal contact.
For street lights, http://lightsoninhampshire.co.uk/Public/
ReportFault.aspx is the appropriate web page.
If we get snow or ice and the grit bins need replenishing, then please 
inform chair@zcra.org.uk or ring 615052 and leave a message. Salt/
grit from the bins must only be used on public roads and pavements; 
misuse will result in loss of the bins. And please note that only some 
estate roads get cleared by the council and then only at lower priority 
than main roads, so please take care!


