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Community Centre

This is a further request for volunteers to join the
committee of ZCRA.  We need one or two people
with the interest and drive to play a significant role
in  helping  to  enhance  community  life.   At  the
moment a small nucleus of the committee is carrying
the whole load of administration of the Association
and this situation cannot continue indefinitely.

If you would like to have your ear to the ground on
local  developments,  to  play a  part  in  bringing  the
community  closer  together,  and  to  help  in
maintaining standards around the estate, please get in
touch  with  one  of  the  committee.   Duties are  not
onerous, but a desire to promote community interests
and  a  willingness  to  help  with  running  the
Association are essential.

Potential volunteers will be very welcome to sit in
on a committee meeting (normally held monthly in
the evening) before making any commitment.  So
do  get  in  touch  if  you  think  you  might  be
interested and come along to test the water.

ZCRA has been invited to bid for extra trees for the estate.

If you would like extra trees in public open spaces near
where you live, please pass details to ZCRA before the
end of August.  If you know of any existing trees which
deserve  replacement,  either  due  to  vandalism  or  for
natural reasons, please also notify the committee.

Last year we only had one responder.  It is hoped that more
people will show an interest this year.

Part of the agreement between Hart District Counci
(HDC)  and  Martin  Grant  Homes  (MGH)  for
development of the Stud Farm (where work has now
started,  as  those  on  approach  roads  will  have
noticed) was that MGH would pay for an extension
to the Velmead Community Centre.

MGH recently submitted plans for approval by HDC
reference 98/00495/FUL.  With inputs from ZCRA,
the Parish Council (PC) recommended that the initial
plan be rejected on the grounds that it did not fully
meet  the  underlying  requirements  for  such  an
extension: to give increased space for major indoor
events; to link more closely with the playing field for
major  indoor/outdoor  events;  and  to  increase
availability  of  at  least  part  of  the  hall  for  ad  hoc
bookings.   There  were  also  unresolved  questions
about parking at the Centre both for weekend sports
fixtures and to service an increased size of hall.

At a site meeting between HDC, PC and ZCRA on
10 July, MGH agreed to revise their plans to meet
the  spirit  of  our  proposals,  modulated  by
practicalities  of  construction.   ZCRA will  closely
monitor  progress  with  this  development  and  will
keep  members  of  the  Association  updated  through
future newsletters.

A number of residents have expressed concern at the risk,
particularly to children, from inconsiderate riding of horses
around  the  estate.   Damage  to  grass  areas  and  the
inconvenience  of  horse  droppings  on  footpaths  has  also
been highlighted.

The problem has now been discussed with Cllr Vardon, our
local representative on Hampshire County Council (HCC),
who  has  promised  to  seek  a  solution  acceptable  to  both
sides.  Cllr Vardon was shown the areas of greatest concern
and  his  visit  was  followed  up  by  in  writing  by  ZCRA,
together with an annotated map.

It is hoped that a reminder from HCC to local stables that
riders should follow the code published by the Countryside
Commission will serve to alleviate the major concerns.  It
remains to be seen what action can be taken if the small
number of inconsiderate riders don’t take the hint.

Sadly, there was no response to the call for volunteers to join
the committee, which was published in the last newsletter and
distributed to all residents.  Furthermore, some of our long-
standing helpers were unable to help this year and it has not
proved possible to identify replacements.  As a result, the
depleted committee has been forced to call off plans for a
Summer BBQ this year.

It is hoped to hold a really good summer event next year to
give an opportunity for residents to  get to know each other
better over a glass of beer or in taking part in some of the
events or other activities on offer.  But it requires commitment
by enough people to make the event practicable. If you are
willing to help run such event, please offer your services
to one of the committee so that we can start to gauge interest
even at this early stage

If there are any other events you would like considered, or
if you have ideas which would enhance a summer event,
please contact one of the committee.
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We’ve just heard that work is about to start to lay cables round the
estate. Installation of the main network should take about two months,
followed by individual connections to dwellings.  More next time.

CableTel is Coming

We have been advised that a meeting of Hart District Council on 9 July
decided  to  install  a  central  skateboarding  facility  on  The Views,  in
central Fleet, as part of the project for the Fleet inner relief road.  In
due course, we must hope that this will give skateboarders the facilities
they seek and reduce their activities on our estate roads.

Notice Board
Don’t forget to keep an eye on the ZCRA notice board outside the
shop in Frenchman’s Creek for late news and notices.

Some open areas of the estate are maintained by contractors working
either for HDC (for adopted areas) or for developers (for newer areas).
However, there are some open areas which are not being cared for and
which  are  becoming  increasingly  overgrown  with  weeds  and  other
unwanted vegetation.   There are two possibilities for  such unkempt
open areas: contractors are not covering the whole of the public areas
or attend too infrequently; or householders are not maintaining areas
for which they are responsible outside their garden boundary (or, in
some cases, inside!).

If you live near such an unkempt area,  please advise ZCRA if you
believe it to be a public space which is not being adequately maintained
by  contractors.   If  it  is  a  private  space, please try to persuade the
householders concerned to do their share of keeping up appearances.
If you get no response,  please advise ZCRA.  Similarly, if you feel
that  scattered  litter  is  not  being  cleared  up  sufficiently  frequently,
please advise ZCRA with details of where and what is the problem so
that we can coordinate remedial action.

Open Spaces

You will all have seen the results of mindless vandalism and discarding
of  litter  around  the  estate  in  recent  months.   If  you  see  anyone
vandalising anything around the estate, discarding bottles of drink
or  other  litter,  or  engaged  in  any  other  undesirable  activities,
please do something about it. At the very least, note details and pass
them to a member of the Committee.  For serious cases, call the police
immediately  on  999.   Complacency  encourages  lawlessness  to  the
detriment of all.

Vandalism

ZCRA Committee
David Jackson 615052
Simon Ambler 625808
Mark Hensby 815636
Nicky Bond 816662
Bob Cornwell 613186

Those of  you who take walks around the
Copse will  have noticed that work on the
paths through the woods is well advanced.
When  completed,  there  will  be  a  small
network of walkways through the woods on
both sides of the metalled path.  There will
also be a fenced area with gates to allow
cattle  to  be  introduced  for  a  few  weeks
each  year  to  keep  down  grasses  which
would otherwise smother more interesting
plants and wildlife habitats.

All  this  activity  is  part  of  the  overall
management plan drawn up by Hampshire
County  Council  Countryside  Rangers  and
publicised at the 1996 ZCRA AGM.

There  is  always  a  need  for  more
volunteers.  If you would like to join in,
please look for notices around the Copse
and  turn  up  on  a  suitable  day.  No
experience  is  necessary  and  all  tools  are
provided.   But  it  is  a  good  idea to wear
wellies or something waterproof in all but
the driest weather.

Copse Working
Parties

Redevelopment
of Albany Farm

Planning application 97/00370/FUL
proposed demolishing a good part of
Albany Farm Livery Stables (adjacent to
Velmead Community Centre) and building
light industrial units.  A major concern of
ZCRA was the adverse impact of increased
traffic through the estate and, following
publicity of the proposals by ZCRA, there
was much local opposition.
There was a very good turnout at the public
meeting of the Parish Council Planning
Committee on 30 April and objectors
followed up with an impressive number of
letters to HDC Planning Department.  The
Parish Council recommended that HDC
reject the proposal for a number of very
strong planning reasons. 
It has now been confirmed that HDC has
rejected the application, echoing the major
concerns of residents and the Parish
Council, with reinforcing objections based
on constraints in local development plans.
Hopefully, Albany Farm will now be free
of the threat of industrial development.

You can now send messages to the ZCRA committee by Internet email through zcra@ndirect.co.uk


