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The Twinning Committee is planning  a
day trip to Calais by coach through the
tunnel for shopping and an evening meal
(including  half  bottle  of  wine)   on
Saturday 6 February 1999.  Exact costs
haven’t been finalised, but around £40/
head  for  travel  and  the  evening  meal
looks likely.
Demand is likely to be high and places
will be allocated first to twinning hosts
and  then  on  a  first  come,  first  served
basis.   Names  to  David  Jackson  on
615052 as soon as possible, please.

Trip to France
Many thanks to those who responded to
the appeal in the last newsletter for tree
suggestions.  First prize goes to Rebecca
Close with a 100% response!
Suggestions  for  17  replacement/new
trees  have  been forwarded  through  the
Parish Council,  together with a request
for a tree survey along the southern end
of  Brandon  Road  and  around  the
adjacent balancing pond, where there are
concerns  at  the age of  some trees and
damage to several others.
Although  many  of  the  dead  and  dying

trees  needing  replacement  are
supposedly  under  the  care  of
contractors, some of the new trees will
have  to  be  planted  by  residents.
Volunteers  welcome!  (Please  phone  a
committee member.)
Help  in  identifying  areas  which  need
more  upkeep,  either  from  residents  or
from  contractors,  has  been  less
forthcoming.  More feedback is needed
on  public  areas  which  have  been
neglected, as well as details of those in
private hands.

Trees and Open Spaces

In  the last  newsletter  I  promised  more
data  on  the  cabling  activities  currently
under way on the estates.  The following
details are derived from a most helpful
briefing given to me on 1st October by
Niki Hobbs and her colleagues from the
various  technical  arms  of  CableTel  in
Farnborough.
The main work to install  trunk  cabling
should  be  completed  by  mid-October.
However,  some  roads  have  yet  to  be
adopted by the council and negotiations
are  still  under  way  to  obtain  the
necessary clearances to start work.  One
major area affected by this delay is Hop
Garden.
Cabling  of  some  areas  of  Ashburnham
Meadows is still held up by negotiations
about unadopted roads, but most of the
newer-build  areas  to  the  North  of  the
Copse have already been cabled.  Some
of  the  newest  houses  were  even
completed with cable connected and with
a  telephone  handset  on  which  to  call
CableTel and sign on for service when
the new owners moved in!
Areas  missed  on  the  main  works
programme  will  be  covered  piece  by
piece as permissions are obtained.
Cable  connections  have  to  be  in
dedicated  ducts,  because  there  is  no
agreement  between  BT  and  others  to
share their ducts with other companies.
As a result,  some trenching  on private
property will be required in almost every
case.   The  common  sense  ideal  of  a
common duct installed at time of build
and accessible to all wire/cable services
seems still to be an unfulfilled dream.
Individual  houses  will  normally
connected using  a 10"  deep back-filled
trench  with  the  feed  routed  into  the
lounge  area  so  that  the  primary
television  set is  connected  to  the cable

system,  together  with  a telephone line.
Systems  which  distribute  signals  to
several TV sets from a central converter
were said to be unacceptable radiators of
unwanted  signals  which  could  affect
reception  in  neighbouring  houses.   It
will therefore be necessary for each TV
set on a cable feed to have its own black
box with an additional monthly rental fee
for each extra box.
Access to properties on privately-owned
access roads will be subject to individual
negotiations  with  CableTel
representatives  during  the  next  few
months.   Householders  in  these  areas
who  agree  to  participate  must  sign  a
negotiated  wayleave  agreement  with
CableTel before any work can start.
Where  block  or  brick-paved  driveways
will  be  unavoidably  affected,  CableTel
will  send in a specialist  team to ensure
that they leave no sign of their activities
after  they  have  reinstated  the  original
paved surface.
The  unsightly  scars seen  on  many
pavements after trenching work threaten
long-term  adverse  visual  effects on  the
estates  for  many  years  to  come.
CableTel say that the option to put on a
cosmetic  slurry  skim  to  overcome  this
unsightliness  was  rejected  by  Hants
County Council on grounds of cost (40%
CableTel,  60%  HCC).   This  financial
constraint  has  left  the  estates  looking
very much less attractive than before the
cabling work began and is very much to
be regretted.
If  you feel strongly  about this eyesore,
please  write  and  complain  to  the
Hampshire County Surveyor, copy to
our  County  Councillor  Alex  Vardon,
both  addressed  to  HCC,  The  Castle,
Winchester, Hants SO23 8UD (or fax to
01962-847055)  suggesting that it is still

not  too  late  to  do  the  job  properly.
Please copy your letter to ZCRA.
However, CableTel did emphasise that it
is not economic to slurry seal the whole
width of private access roads.  Cosmetic
issues will have to be weighed carefully
when considering wayleaves for private
accesses,  as  will  the  alternative  of
routing  the  trenches  through  verges  or
gardens instead of tarmac surfaces.
CableTel  will  retain  responsibility  for
the  state  of  their  works  for  two  years
after  completion,  after  which
responsibility reverts to the landowner or
local authority as the case may be.
Marketing of cable services is expected
to  start  on  the  estates  by  early
November.   First  to  be  connected  are
likely to be those with direct feed from
the  road.   Those  who  will  need  to
negotiate wayleave agreements are likely
to follow somewhat later, depending on
the  speed  with  which  acceptable
agreements  can  be  struck  and  the
complexity of the particular installation.
Offers vary,  but  there is apparently  no
enticing  deal  for  initial  connection
outside  any  special  offers  generally
available nation wide.  Although it may
make a house marginally more attractive
to  a  buyer  to  have  cable  pre-installed,
there  is  no  particular  cost  benefit  to
longer-term householders  of  signing  up
on the first wave.
I trust the above information will answer
most of the queries residents may have
about cabling activities for the moment.
If  any  other  issues  arise,  please  make
sure that ZCRA is kept informed so that
we may play our part in any action that
might be required.

David Jackson
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ZCRA,  together  with  CVA  and  the  Twinning
Association,  is  jointly  hosting  a  Horse  Racing
evening  in Crookham Memorial Hall  (opposite The
Wyvern public house) starting at 7:30pm on Saturday
7th November.  Tickets at £5, which includes supper,
are available for members and their guests from the
Spar Shop or through  ZCRA.  There will be a tote
for the filmed races and a licensed bar.  Proceeds in
aid of the Twinning Association.

Social Evening 7 November

Please make your views known to a ZCRA committee
member  if  ANYTHING concerns  you  about  estate
affairs.  Potential topics might include: the effect of
opening  Brandon  Road  to  through  traffic;  traffic
calming  measures;  road  safety;  dirt  on  roads;
footpaths;  bus  services;  lack  of  dog  bins;  litter;
skateboarding; vandalised trees; etc, etc.
It  is  up  to  YOU  to  take  an  interest  in  YOUR
community and to take some ACTION when you see
that something needs to be done.

Feedback to ZCRA

We  still  have  only  five  schemes  running  on  our
estate, although NHW is growing in the Fleet area. It
would be a good idea if we had a few more schemes
on the estate. If anyone is interested in setting up a
scheme with  a few neighbours,  please ring me on
01252-613186  anytime  or  contact  our  area  co-
ordinator Wally Brown on 01252-622479  between 2
and 4 pm weekdays only.
The area NHW co-ordinators had a meeting recently
in which we were told about the Government's Crime
and  Disorder  Bill.  This  requires  local  councils  to
liaise with the police to review crime in their  areas
and decide on how to tackle it. Hart District Council
and the police have decided to conduct a survey of
local  householders’  opinions.  During  the  next  few
weeks you should receive a survey form. Please take
time to fill it in and return it. This is your chance to
influence what happens in our area -  e.g. you may
have concerns over the number of pubs in Fleet Road
and  the  impact  this  is  having  on  local  police
resources.

Nina Cornwell
Senior Co-ordinator Zebon Copse

Neighbourhood Watch

Our local MP, James Arbuthnott,  will be holding a
clinic  at   the  Carnival  Hall  in  Fleet  (off  Ghurka
Square)  at  7-45pm  on  Friday  23rd  October as  a
guest of the Fleet and Church Crookham Residents'
Association.    Any  questions  in  advance would  be
welcome, but there will be opportunity for questions
on  the  night.  (Contact  Bob  Cornwell  on
01252-613186.)

MP’s Clinic

Finalised  plans  for  an  expanded  Community  Centre  meet  all  ZCRA
objectives for a more appropriate layout to support both multiple indoor
activities and access to the playing fields for major indoor/outdoor events.
Following a most encouraging site visit to Oak Park Golf Club, who have
such a system installed in their clubhouse, final decisions on the interior
noise-attenuating screen between the existing and new halls will be made
by HDC, who are funding this element.  It is also hoped that an extension
to the car park will reduce congestion at weekends. 
Final planning permission has yet to be granted by HDC, so it is still too
early to say when work will start.

Community Centre

ZCRA Committee
David Jackson 615052
Simon Ambler 625808
Mark Hensby 815636
Nicky Bond 816662
Bob Cornwell 613186

In with a fury comes autumn this week,  Not that it seems much different
from July,  though!   The leaves are starting  to fall  and the nights are
drawing in big time.  Small birds are flocking together in winter feeding
parties  hoping  to  escape  the  local  Sparrowhawks.   Copse  fungi  are
emerging - pale lemon False Death Cap the most common, with Stinkhorn
detectable by nose as you pass!
Hooray! - The Peatmoor section of the new path and boardwalk is now
walkable, although not  entirely finished. The Grove section appears to
have come to a standstill  since I broke/partially  amputated one  of  my
fingers in mid-August, but I’m sure we’ll all be out there putting in the
railings, banging in posts and carting wheelbarrows of hoggin about again
soon though.
Our contractors have been going great guns lately. As well as completing
the boggiest section of the boardwalk they’ve been putting in post and rail
fencing along the cycleway. (The spaces left are for gates which we will
put in December.) And also they’ve started on the wire fencing along the
northern edge  of  the  site  and  around  the  planned  grazing enclosures.
Why such tall barbed wire fencing along the northern edge of the Copse,
you may ask. Basically the fence here serves two purposes. Firstly it acts
as a second line of defence should the cattle which we will be using on
site every late-summer/autumn break through their inner fence. Chasing
escaped  cattle  around  Ashbumham  Meadows  would  obviously  be  a
complete  nightmare.  Secondly,  in  light  of  the  continued  abuse  of  the
northern edge of the Copse, we feel we must now do our utmost to curtail
undesirable activity here. This involving the dumping of grass cuttings,
garden waste and unwanted soil; the dumping of household refuse; and
the dumping of worn car parts.
Hopefully the fencing will  deter the majority. And hopefully once new
shrubs have been planted in front of the fence it will become a little less
intrusive. It does frustrate us though that the fence has already been cut at
one location  where someone obviously  feels  unable to  walk up  to  the
cycleway to use the official and nice new site paths; they clearly prefer to
have direct access to the Copse immediately opposite their house for their
own  personal  benefit.  Whilst  I  hope  I  am preaching  to  the  converted
through  this  newsletter.  I  must  remind  everyone that  the  dumping  of
waste of any description upon land which you do not own contravenes the
Environmental Protection Act 1990.  Beyond which, instances of fence
cutting  or  other  deliberate  damage  to  property  or  structures  may  be
regarded  as  criminal  damage.   In  the  event  that  we  have  sufficient
admissible evidence (please note that I carry a camera at close hand much
of the time), the County Council has the power to prosecute offenders.
Please note also that signs on lampposts say it is an offence to not clear up
after your dogs along the cycleway passing through  the Copse. Again,
offenders  may  be  liable  to  prosecution.  Also,  regarding  the  younger
fraternity using the Copse in the evening: enjoy yourselves by all means,
but  please  don’t  leave  all  your  rubbish  (including  much  drug
paraphernalia) behind.
What an old moaner I am!. Please understand that the County Council
works hard to make the Copse a better place for both people and wildlife.
We do not  then appreciate the hard work of both ourselves and many
local residents being spoilt  by the activities of a perhaps less publicly-
spirited section of the local community.
Probable Next Work Party Dates :  Wed 11 & Sat 21 November.

Bruce Gwynn, Senior Ranger 

In Yonder Copse

You can send messages to the ZCRA committee by Internet email through zcra@ndirect.co.uk


