
The Chequers pub near the canal in Crookham Village closed in mid-May.  It
is now about to re-open under new management - Smart Restaurants Ltd, who
also  run  the  Queens  Head  at  Dogmersfield  -  as the  George and Lobster.
There will be a 70-seat restaurant and bar meals for another 50 six days a
week, closed on Tuesdays.  It will remain a free house and carry a range of
Courage Ales.

Goodbye Chequers

Grounds maintenance around  the estate has been below
acceptable standards for some time.  When the grass got
very long in May, ZCRA complained to Hart and they
met us on site to discuss ways forward.
Hampshire County Council funds seven cuts a year for
public areas  and Hart  Council  pays for  an extra three.
These ten cuts are spread over the ‘growing season’ and
are claimed to be closer together  when growth is most
rapid.   However,  it  is  quite  clear  grass  often  needs
cutting  at  much  shorter  intervals  and  that  more  cuts
would certainly be justified.  But Hart seems uninterested
in trying to get more funding to make grassed areas look
more presentable.  ZCRA will continue to press.
A number of trees have been damaged by over-tight ties
but, after action by ZCRA, these have now been released
by the contractor.  Residents who see any more problems
like  this  should  advise  a  member  of  the  ZCRA
committee.

Note  that  maintenance  on  newer  areas  is  still  the
responsibility of developers, not Hart, but  that will not
stop us bringing pressure to bear if required.

Grass and Trees

Published by David Jackson 01252-615052 for Zebon Copse Residents Association

Deliveries  of  Courier  and  Star  freesheet  newspapers  has  been
disrupted  in the last few months and undelivered  papers have been
abandoned at various places around the estate.  A number of people
have  complained  about  this  and  deliveries  now  seem  to  have
improved.   Anyone  finding  dumped  papers  or  missing  their  free
copies is invited to complain to the newspaper concerned and keep
ZCRA advised of any problems.

Free Sheets

Planks have been stolen from the new fence through the Copse to add
to damage already done to gates.  Saplings have been vandalised and
children have been throwing objects at passing cars.  Cycle riders are
breaking up  the  surface  of  the  footpath  through  the  Copse.   Such
behaviour is very antisocial.  Please discourage it.

Vandalism

David Jackson 615052
Simon Ambler 625808
Martin Layley 0956-657136 (mobile)
Mark Hensby 815636  
Nicky Bond 816662
Kathy Roades 627093
Jackie Fowler 628692

email:  zcra@ndirect.co.uk

1999 ZCRA Committee  

Overleaf is a poster for the ZCRA Summer Extravaganza at
Velmead Community Centre on Bank Holiday Monday 30
August.  The aim is to have an enjoyable day out for all the
family and give everyone the chance to meet both each
other and representatives of local clubs and societies.  To
help make the event a fun experience for all, there will be a
mix of activities and attractions for all ages - barbecue
food., children’s magician, sports, stalls, licensed bar, etc.
Anyone willing to help, either in advance or on the day, is
invited to come to the Community Centre at 11am on
Sunday 8 August for a preliminary meeting.
A fixed number of tickets is available.  Contact a member of
the Committee and we’ll deliver them to you.  With almost
1000 houses now occupied on the estate we will not have
enough volunteers to visit everyone, nor tickets for
everyone either, so make your call early.
Note that teams wanting to play 5-a-side football need to
book in with the organiser on the field by 1:30 on the day.

Summer
Extravaganza
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Morgans land is the area at the end of Further Vell Mead
which extends behind the gardens of Gables Road down
towards Nether Vell Mead.  Laing Homes has been trying
to get planning permission to build on the site for some
time now and submitted two parallel applications..

One application for 18 homes was reduced to 15 after
negotiation with Hart officials and came before Hart’s
Development Control Committee (DCC) on 16 June.  A
decision was deferred: for reduction to 14 houses (one less
at the north end); for further reports on badgers and other
wildlife; and for revisions to preserve as many of the tall
pine trees as possible.  Further revised plans from Laing
were finally approved by the DCC on 21 July.

ZCRA understands that the approval is for a total of 14
houses and that all the remaining tall pine trees will now
be preserved.  Active badger setts will be protected and a
new badger corridor has been added to the plan.
Assuming that this approval is agreed and accepted by the
contractor and that they drop their appeal on their other
application, which was due to be heard on 24 August, the
final plan seems to take very good account of all our
major objections.  The effort put in by ZCRA, CV PC and
all the individual writers has been very worthwhile.

It now remains to make sure that the contractors stick to
the terms of the approval, particularly with respect to trees
and badgers. Nearby residents are encouraged to confirm
with Hart Council on 622122 that any felling or work near
badger setts has been properly authorised.
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ineludes BBQ food 
Numbers limited. Tickets in advance from any committee member. 
615052 627093 816662 815636 625808 628692 

Model Railway 
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Meet Local Societies including 
Crookbam Village Bridge Club 
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