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The newly grassed open space between the edge of the Copse
on Brandon Road and Jessett Drive has, predictably, become a
short cut for those wanting to reach the footpath into Cavendish
Road towards the Gally Hill school.

ZCRA understands that there are plans to install a basketball
ring and a children’s play area on this open space, but that Hart
have decided not to provide an all weather footpath, despite
ZCRA advice that this was a very short-sighted attitude.

If there is sufficient support, ZCRA will champion the case for
building a suitably-landscaped (ie not too straight) footway
across the open space to facilitate pedestrian access to the Jessett
Drive link onto Gally Hill Road via Cavendish Road.

Please contact a member of the Committee before the end of
November if you support or object to such a scheme.

New Footpath ?

The report of the Planning Inspector into the Hart Local Plan
proposals  was  published  recently.   This  document  will  be  a
major  determinant  of  future  planning  strategies  for  Hart  and
potentially will have a great influence on life in the local area.
However,  the  recommendations  are  not  final  -  HDC  are
currently considering the implications and will amend the actual
plan as they see fit after a period of consultation.  If you want
to find out more, copies should  be available in Hart Council
offices in Harlington Way, Fleet.

Headlines for Zebon Copse are:
� No  mention  of  any  new  developments  within  or

immediately adjacent to the existing Zebon Copse estates.
� Redfields  Garden  Centre  site  can  be  redeveloped  with

mixed housing and industrial units.
� Redfields  GS may have found  a new site in Pale  Lane,

Elvetham.
� The DEV8 site adjacent to the existing Redfields Industrial

Estate  to  be  developed  as  already  proposed  for  light
industrial, including the Home Farm extension.

� No expansion  of  these  industrial  areas into  the  adjacent
fields to the South and East.

� QEII Barracks site to have the maximum of 1000 houses to
meet overall housing targets.

� Sports/recreational  facilities  on  Hitches  Lane  to  be
significantly extended.

There remain serious questions about infrastructure to support
all  the  new inhabitants.   Furthermore,  retail  development  is
apparently  to be concentrated in Fleet centre.  This takes no
obvious account of increasingly intrusive policies to discourage
use  of  cars,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that  a  more
decentralised approach would be more appropriate.

If you have a view to put forward on local planning strategy, do
so QUICKLY in writing to Hart  Council.   As usual,  ZCRA
would appreciate a copy to help gauge local opinion.

Hart Local Plan

A public meeting was held on 28 October in Church Crookham
to explain the current status of plans for Farnborough Airfield
as a business aviation centre now that the Planning Inspector’s
report has been received by Rushmoor Council

The meeting was chaired by Councillor Peter Shoesmith of Hart
with  presentations  from Rushmoor  Council,  a  local  resident
representative on the consultative committee. and a consultant
to  the  prospective  airfield  owners,  TAG.   The  only  poor
presentation was by the current airfield manager who, amongst
several other comments of somewhat dubious technical merit,
made the  amazing remark  that  (and  I  quote  verbatim)  ‘it  is
difficult  for  an  experienced  aviator  to  judge  heights’  during
discussion of climb out profiles when he was trying to excuse
excessive noise from some aircraft over our area.  As a retired
test  pilot  who used to fly from Farnborough,  I  find such ill-
informed ‘professional  advice’  at  a public meeting  especially
disturbing when this is the man who says he is firmly in charge
of monitoring and enforcing noise abatement rules.

The current scheme is for total air traffic to be limited to the
noise equivalent  of 25000 movements a year at 1997 aircraft
noise levels (around one per 25 minutes over our area if evenly
spread out).  This complex idea will require detailed noise and
flight path monitoring, for which provision is made in the plan.

Details  are  available  from  Rushmoor  Council  Offices  in
Farnborough.   A  summary  and  contact  details  are  on   the
Internet  at  http://www.rushmoor.gov.uk/tag3.htm.  Public
comments are due by 1 December at the very latest, so if you
have  something  to  say  on  this  matter,  do  so  in  writing  to
Rushmoor  Council  as  soon  as  possible.   ZCRA  would
appreciate a copy to help us gauge the attitude of residents to
the proposals. David Jackson

Farnborough Airfield

As most of you will have seen, work has started in earnest now
on  both  Morgan’s  Land  and  on  the  ‘School  Site’  near  the
Community Centre.

The  battle  to  preserve  the  Morgan’s  Land trees  was dealt  a
cruel blow when, as far as can be determined, a junior Council
official  gave  permission  for  some  trees  to  be  felled  at  the
Southern end of the site during the absence of the official tree
expert  at  Hart.   Despite  last-minute  attempts  to  curtail  this
activity through Cllr Leversha, Hart District Councillor for our
ward, it was too late to stop most of the felling.  This is a very
disappointing failure of HDC to manage the conditions of the
planning application  in a professional manner and appropriate
complaints have been made through our ward Councillor.

None of this would have come to light but for the eagle eye of a
Nether Vell Mead resident.  It remains vital that neighbouring
householders keep a VERY close eye on all building work and
complain IMMEDIATELY to Hart Council on 622122 and also
notify  a ZCRA committee  member if  anything  seems amiss.
Extra vigilance is even more important given that Hart is now
very  short  staffed  in  key  areas  concerned  with  trees  and
landscape management.

Building Works
No 20                          November 1999

ZCRA NewsLetter

http://www.rushmoor.gov.uk/tag3.htm.


Published by David Jackson 01252-615052 for Zebon Copse Residents Association Members                                         Page 2

A Hoe Down (square dance) will be held in the Crookham
Village WI Hut (behind the Social Club) at 8pm on Friday 12
November. Tickets will be available at the door at £8/head.
Food is included in the price and there will be a cash bar.

A raffle will be held in support of Twinning funds.

Hoe Down 12 November

Those who haven’t been that way recently may be interested to
note  that  the  extension  to  the  Community  Centre  is  almost
complete.  A retractable acoustic screen allows the old and new
halls  to be booked separately, or used as one big hall.  An
extension car park has also been laid just past the bottle bank
with a mesh surface to allow the grass to disguise it as much as
possible - ladies in high heels be warned!

Community Centre

There will be a further programme of conservation work in the
Copse this Winter.  Dates so far are: Wednesday 17
November 10:00-16:00, Saturday 20 November 12:30-16:00
and Wednesday 15 December 10:00-16:00.

Volunteer working parties will be under the expert supervision
of Bruce Gwynn, Hampshire County Council Ranger
responsible for Zebon Copse woodland.  Activities will include
pulling saplings, building paths and boardwalks, and re-
coppicing part of the southern spur of the Copse.

Tools and working gloves can be provided, but please wear
wellies and suitable clothing.  Meet on the cycle track through
the Copse.  You don’t have to stay the whole time - any
contribution is very welcome.

Copse Conservation

Mark Hensby has resigned from the Committee after sterling
work first as Secretary and more recently as one of the key
organisers of this year’s summer fete.  We wish Mark well in his
new job with our thanks for all his hard work for ZCRA.

The Committee continues to be short of volunteers with enough
time to make a real contribution to running the Association.  We
are particularly keen to recruit representatives from the newer
areas of the estate, including Freelands Farm and Grantley Park.
The Committee meets approximately monthly and duties are not
onerous.  Please volunteer if you can.

Don’t forget that Zebon Copse desperately needs new candidate
Parish Councillors for next May’s local elections.

Contact David Jackson if you might be interested.

Representatives

David Jackson 615052
Simon Ambler 625808
Martin Layley 0956-657136 (mobile)
Nicky Bond 816662
Kathy Roades 627093
Jackie Fowler 628692

email:  zcra@ndirect.co.uk

1999 ZCRA Committee

After the success of this year’s fete, we plan to hold a bigger and
better event next year, probably without tickets being sold in
advance.  Sometime in mid July seems favourite at present.  We
will be very pleased to hear as soon as possible from any
potential volunteers to form an event committee.

ZCRA Fete 2000

The Summer Extravaganza held on 31 August was a great
success and, contrary to our expectations, made a modest profit.
The Committee would like to plough this back into the
Community through subsidising attendance by younger children
from Zebon Copse at the Crookham Village children’s
Christmas Party to be held in the WI Hut on Sunday 19
December between 3 and 6pm.

The age range is 4-11 (3-year-olds if accompanied by a parent)
and attendance will be free for ZCRA members who have
booked in advance.  Cut off date for applications is 30
November.  Places are necessarily limited - first come, first
served. Please would all interested parents contact David
Jackson by ZCRA email or phone/fax on 615052 with the
names, ages and sex of each of the children they would like to
attend.

Xmas Children’s Party

Complaints arise from time to time due to families meeting
horses on the estate foot and cycleways.  Not only do the
droppings cause problems for those with young children and
pushchairs etc, but the relatively narrow paths bring children
into excessively close proximity to horses and riders of unknown
skill levels.

Representations have been made to Hampshire County Council
through Councillor Alex Vardon to try to formalise the status of
the estate paths, but after nearly two years of frustration nothing
tangible has been achieved.  The Parish Council has also written
to Albany Farm asking for more control of routes for horses
being ridden through the estate.

ZCRA does not wish to discourage horses, only to make sure
that there is a sensible compromise on where and when they are
ridden.  If anyone has further problems with horses, please
notify a member of the committee.

Horses

Depressions are beginning to appear in asphalt pavements
around the estate.  This has been brought to the attention of
Hampshire County Council, who have been asked to inspect
and remedy as required.  The poor state of road markings
around the estate, including the lack of exit markings from the
Southern end of Silvester way onto Brandon Road, has also
been highlighted.

Damage to road humps in Jessett drive and Brandon Road has
been notified to Hart Council.  Hart has also been asked to
deal with poor closure of dog bins and the damage to the lock
of the bin near Londlandes.

If you see anything which needs attention, please DO
SOMETHING ABOUT IT!  If you’re not sure who to talk to,
pass details to a member of the ZCRA Committee.

Maintenance Awareness


