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Membership of ZCRA costs just £2 a
year  for  a  household  (£1/year  for
pensioners).  Subscriptions can be paid
annually  by  Standing  Order  (contact
Kathy Roades on 627093 for a form),
at the AGM, or when someone calls at
your door.

Last year over half the households on
the estate were members.  We hope to
do even better this year.

Collection of  subs starts at the AGM
each  year,  after  which  banging  on
doors  of  those  who  didn’t  attend
becomes a major exercise for the small
number  of  committee  members  and
helpers.   If  you  are  willing  to  help
spread the load, please contact Kathy
Roades.

ZCRA
Membership

ZCRA is  always  keen  to  hear  from
anyone  willing  to  help  in  any  way.
Tasks  need  not  be  onerous.   More
people equals less work each.

Recruiting for ZCRA.

Delivering newsletters etc.

Fete helpers/organisers.

Committee volunteers.

Volunteers

The Association aims to fulfil three main objectives:  to promote a sense of community;
to keep estate infrastructure up to scratch; and to keep members informed of significant
local topics.   Community aspects are addressed by an annual  fete and other  events.
Infrastructure issues require a constant process of observation, interaction with residents
and chivvying of those responsible  for maintenance and facilities.   And the news is
disseminated through  newsletters - one to all residents in advance of the AGM each
year (this one) and the others only to those who have joined the Association.

ZCRA covers the whole of the new estate area around Zebon Copse itself.  That is, all
the new housing on the old Velmead and Freelands Farms and adjacent areas served by
Brandon  Road  -  from the  area marketed  as Ashburnham Meadows in  the  North to
Redfields Lane in the South - some 1100 households in all.

Developing a sense of community in a large new estate with inadequate infrastructure is
never going to be easy.  Without a social focus, a school, or a decent selection of shops,
there is no obvious place for people to meet on a regular basis.  Even the Community
Centre is largely used by outsiders -  perhaps because it  was open for business long
before most of the estate was built and makes commercial success its first priority.  So
ZCRA has its work cut out.  Anything you can do to help will be most valuable.

The ZCRA summer fete is the main event each year, but is well beyond the capabilities
of the small committee working alone.  Without helpers, particularly on the day, the
event is just not viable.  If you are willing to help in any way, either with preparation or
on the day, please volunteer at the AGM or contact a member of the committee.  And if
you have any ideas for other community events, please let the committee know.

Maintaining the quality of estate infrastructure is a constant challenge - especially for
aspects which do not fall to the local authority such as the area around the shops.  The
small number of committee members do their best to spot problems, but information
from anyone who sees something untoward is always very valuable.  If you see anything
which needs attention, please take action direct with those responsible if you wish, but
also let ZCRA know so that we can all pull together.

But, perhaps most importantly, ZCRA needs to represent as wide a range of people on
the estate as possible.  This means having a high percentage of households join ZCRA
and an active committee with members spread over the whole estate area.  Volunteers
from newly-completed housing areas will therefore be especially welcome.

What is ZCRA ?

You are cordially invited to attend the AGM of ZCRA on 6 March in the Velmead Community Centre
at 8pm (doors open 7:45).  After the formal business of the Association, which shouldn’t take too long,
there will be a discussion on estate topics, followed by an illustrated talk on badger conservation on the
estate and a look at conservation work in Zebon Copse.  There will also be a short break for refreshments.
Unfortunately, the ZCRA Secretary is moving away shortly, so we are very keen to recruit a replacement.
And there is room for at least another two committee members as well.  If you might be interested, please
contact ZCRA Chairman David Jackson on 615052 for further details.

Zebon Copse Residents’ Association AGM
8pm Tuesday 6 March Velmead Community

Centre

No 25                          February 2001
ZCRA NewsLetter



Published by Zebon Copse Residents Association                                                                                                                          Page 2

head

ZCRA
Committee 

Horses  around  the  estate  occasionally
leave unwanted calling cards.  Mrs Hall
will arrange for their removal if you wish.
Call  her  on  on  613970  or  by  email  to
chris-hall@ukgateway.net.

Horse
Droppings

Everyone  should  now  have  received  a
letter from Royal Mail advising a change
of post codes from GU13 to GU52.  Many
on Zebon Copse will keep the remainder
of  their  old  code,  but  this  is  not
guaranteed.

There are hints that some insurers might
want  to  increase  premiums  for  the  new
codes since they have no track record to
draw upon.  It may therefore be advisable
to continue to mention the old GU13 code
when negotiating premiums until GU52 is
better known.

Post Codes

ZCRA  is  organising  a  guided  walk
starting from the Community Centre at
2pm on Good Friday 13 April.

The route will take in local footpaths
and  a  section  of  the  canal  towpath
towards Dogmersfield. It may be a bit
muddy  in  places,  so  wear  suitable
shoes/boots. A total distance around 4
miles  at  a  gentle  pace  should  take
under three hours, including a stop for
refreshments on the way back. 

Due  to  narrow  paths  and  stiles  in
places,  this  will  not  be  suitable  for
pushchairs or buggies.  Well-behaved
dogs will be welcome on a lead

There will be a collection in aid of the
Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice.

Good Friday
Guided Walk

Residents will be most welcome at the Easter
Celebrations of the Church on Zebon Copse,
which meets in the Community Centre.

Good Friday 13 April at 10am
A service of Reading and Reflection.

Easter Sunday 15 April at 9:30am
Easter family service.

Regular  church  services  are  held
every  Sunday  at  9:30am  in  the
Community Centre.

For  more  details,  please  call  Malcolm
Knowles on 628692.

Community
Centre Church

Services

Conservation activity in the Copse is far from
complete.   The work  is done  by a  mix  of
contractors  and  volunteer  working  parties
under the supervision of Hampshire Rangers.

The  next  Copse  working  party  will  be  on
Saturday  3  March  between  10am  and  4pm
with the emphasis on construction  of paths.
Tools  and  equipment will  be provided,  but
volunteers  should  wear  old  clothes  and
waterproof footwear.

There  will  be  something  for  all  ages  and
fitness, so  please  do come along and bring
your family and friends.  Most people won’t
want to attend for the whole period - drop by
when you can and stay as long as you wish.

The  meeting  place  will  be  on  the  metalled
path through the woods between Londlandes
and the rear of Silvester Way at 10am.  For
those who come later, it should be fairly easy
to  find  the  working  party  and  contact  the
ranger in charge, Andy Davidson, to find out
what you might do to help.

Let’s have a good turnout!

Zebon Copse
Working Party

Saturday 3
March

This year’s ZCRA fete will be on the
afternoon  of  8  July  2001  at  the
Community  Centre.  Please  put  it  in
your  diaries  NOW  and  make  a
resolution  to  attend  this  major
community social event on the estate.  

Contact any member of the committee
if you are willing to help in any way -
either with planning or on the day.

Final  details  are  still  being  worked
out,  but  attractions  will  include  a
BBQ, beer tent and much to enjoy for
both children and adults.  More details
in  future  ZCRA  newsletters  and  on
posters closer to the time.

ZCRA Fete
Sunday 8 July

Maps  of  the  estate  have  at  last  been
erected by the Parish Council at each end
of Brandon Road.  Paper copies of these
maps are available to members of ZCRA
from David Jackson on 615052.

Estate Maps

In case you haven’t discovered it already,
ZCRA has its own notice board near the
shop  at  Frenchman’s  Creek  (of  which
hopefully  more  next  time).   Important
items  also  appear  on  the  parish  notice
board  at  the  Redfields  end  of  Brandon
Road.  

A new parish notice board is also planned
for  the  northern  end  of  Brandon  Road
near the post box.

ZCRA Notices

David Jackson 615052 (tel/fax)

Kathy Roades 627093
Nicky Bond 695305 (new)

Malcolm Knowles 628692
Chris Hall 613970

*** NEW EMAIL ***
zcra@akribie.free-online.co.uk

New committee members required !

ZCRA
Committee 

During the worst of the wet weather this
winter, sandbags appeared in some areas
of the estate and several places were badly
affected by standing water.

Please inform a member of the committee
if  your  house  or  immediate  area  was
flooded  in  any  way  so  that  an  overall
picture  of  flooding  issues  may  be
generated  and  any  appropriate  action
initiated.

Flooding


