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A small band of hardy people enjoyed a walk around Farnham Park in
the rain on New Year’s day followed by a very congenial lunch at The
Foresters.  Hope we get a better turnout (and weather !) next time.

The next Community Walk will start from the Community Centre at
2pm on Good Friday 18 April 2003.  Everyone is very welcome,
including children and dogs (on leads).  The plan is to drive a couple
of miles to the start point and enjoy a guided walk of about 3 miles.
Please wear boots or good walking shoes.  Depending on the weather,
there may be some wet and muddy patches to cross.  Contact David
Jackson or Malcolm Knowles (see over) if you want to know more.

Community Walk
Good Friday Afternoon

How Do You Like Your Tea ?
An estate like Zebon Copse witnesses an exodus of residents as they
go off to work.  However, not everyone follows this pattern of
movement.  From residents who are around during the day, the ZCRA
Committee would be interested to hear of any interest in possible
‘drop-in’ afternoons at the Community Centre where people could
meet and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee together.  If this sort of activity
could interest you, please contact Malcolm Knowles or David Jackson
(details overleaf) and give us your support and/or suggestions.

Another year has rushed past and it’s almost time for the 2003
Annual General Meeting, to which all residents are cordially
invited.  As usual, this will be a mix of a short
formal session to administer the Association
followed by a guest speaker and time for a
questions from the floor.  There’ll even be some
small refreshments to help things along.

This year’s speaker will be from Fleet Police.
The beat officer for our council ward, PC
Wood, or one of his colleagues, will be happy
to take questions on law and order issues.  If you
have any concerns in this important area, why
not come along and contribute to the discussion?

The future role of the Residents Association is
another area where your views would be
welcome.  At the moment we try to keep the
estate in a good state of repair, run an annual
fete, organise other activities to bring members
of our community closer together, and distribute
several newsletters a year to keep members informed.  The
experimental social evening with an outside speaker (about the

Canal) was a great success in late January and we hope to
arrange more such evenings over next winter.  A Red Cross first

aid course was attended by 18 members this
month and we will organise another when there
is enough demand. Meanwhile, with support
from the Parish Council, we continue to seek
S106 funds from Hart Council to develop the
Community Centre, especially to enhance
facilities for younger people. What else might
we do to help develop a sense of community on
the estate?

Bear in mind that making suggestions is one
thing, but making things happen requires effort
from someone.  So the more we expand our
activities, the more help will be needed on the
committee.  At the moment we are running two
light on our ideal number, so if you would like
to contribute to helping your community, why
not make contact and consider becoming a
committee member?  The opportunity to put

something back can be very rewarding. Contact  a committee
member to find out more.

ZCRA AGM 8pm Wednesday 5 March
Velmead Community Centre

Crookham Village will be joining with ZCRA for the annual fete again
this year at the Community Centre.  There be something for everyone.
Kiddies go-karting should be a major attraction, whilst bouncy castles,
face painting, football and races are always popular with the
youngsters.  The New Excel Jazz Band will be back again, as will the
beer tent and the WI tea and cake stall.  We hope to have a hog roast
this year as a variation on the BBQ theme.

The fete takes a lot of effort.  Much of the major planning has already
been completed, but there is still a need to identify enough people to
help on the day.  Please contact Kathy Roades if you are willing to
lend a hand in some way.

ZCRA/CV Fete
Sunday 6 July

The Committee recently conducted a survey around the estate and sent
a long list of items deserving attention to both Hart and Hampshire
Councils.  Hampshire responded very well, conducted their own
survey, and have promised to address almost all the problems
highlighted in their domain.  In stark contrast, Hart hasn’t so far even
had the courtesy to acknowledge our letter.

One area where householders can make a big difference is in keeping
vegetation off pavements and footways.  It isn’t always obvious who
is responsible for the areas outside boundary fences or walls, but often
it is part of the adjoining property even though it sometimes doesn’t
look like it.  If the area outside your house, including outside the back
fence, is unkempt, please do something about it.

It’s easy just let things slide.  If ever you see anything
wrong, or have ideas for improvements around the
estate, please either deal with it yourself, contact the
relevant authorities, or talk to a ZCRA committee
member.  Don’t be complacent.  Be proactive !

Estate Maintenance

ZCRA is
YOUR Voice

in the
Community

Please subscribe
for the coming year.
Volunteers will call

if you miss the AGM.
£2/household/year

£1/pensioner household
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ZCRA Committee Contacts
Chairman/Newsletter: David Jackson  tel/fax 615052

Treasurer/Membership: Kathy Roades 627093
Secretary: Anne Foulsham 629934

Nicky Bond  695305, Chris Hall  613970
Malcolm Knowles  628692 Rajahan  623050

email:  zcra@ntlworld.com

Horse Droppings
Chris and Val Hall (613970) will collect
horse droppings from public areas on request.

Diary Dates
all at the Community Centre

See overleaf for more detail

Wednesday 5 March 2003

AGM
7:45 for 8pm

Police talk/questions
General discussion

Refreshments

Friday 18 April 2003
Community Walk 2pm

Sunday 6 July 2003
ZCRA Fete
(helpers wanted !)

People from our twin village of Levignen in France, about 40 miles North-East
of Paris, are due to visit us in Crookham Village from the evening of Friday 6
June  to early am Monday 9 June 2003.  This will be the twenty-first such visit
between members of the two communities.

Would you like to:
· Host a French family for a weekend in June?
· Stay with French families in their homes in the future?
· Visit interesting places?
· Meet annually for Dinner and Dancing?
·  Take part in light-hearted inter-village “sports”?
· Make friends (English and French)?
· Enjoy fund-raising social events?
· Speak a bit of French?
· Encourage international understanding?

If you might like to become a Friend of the Twinning please have a word with
Charles Hicks on 01252-850657.

French Twinning With Levignen
21st Anniversary June 2003

But We Only
Wanted to Sledge
During the snowy period just after New Year some
people crossed the fence between the horse field
and the community playing field to take their
children sledging.  Mixing children and horses is
never a good idea, especially during excited play
in  the snow, so this was at best foolish - at worst
dangerously irresponsible.

Furthermore, the top wire of the fence along the
boundary with the playing field was cut with wire
cutters in at least three places. Quite apart from
issues of criminal damage, this vandalism could
have lead to unforeseen and dangerous
consequences for horses and innocent parties.

Whilst the horses are normally docile and friendly,
all horses are easily startled and can be
unpredictable when disturbed. Parents should
exercise great care to ensure that they and their
children avoid horses and keep a safe distance.

The part of the field between the playing fields and
Hillyburrow hilltop is not on the designated
footpaths and there is no right of access to this part
of the private field.  Stick to the designated
footpaths round the edge of the field and avoid
disturbing the horses - even when there is a strong
temptation to go tobogganing on private property.

Please respect other peoples’ property and take
care of the countryside.  We would all lose if the
horses went and buildings came instead.

The Shrinking Countryside
Hart Council has agreed the building of 33 houses on the site behind Old Forge Cafe.
Associated legal agreements are currently being negotiated with the developer before
formal planning approval is issued.  The plans include re-alignment of the Watery Lane
exit onto Redfields Lane to the side of the present car park closest to Zebon Copse.

Industrial development on the site between Redfields Park and Redfields Garden Centre
was approved some time ago.  It is not yet known when work might start on phase one,
the section nearest to the existing industrial area, but there will in due course be an access
onto Redfields Lane about half way along the frontage which will involve removal of most
of the existing vegetation screen and extensive landscaping of the opened-up frontage.

The overall result will be to convert the exiting rural approach to Zebon Copse from the
south into something that looks much more urban, as well as adding further to local traffic.

Meanwhile, redevelopment plans for the old Ghurka (Queen Elizabeth) Barracks site off
Sandy Lane are currently the subject of public consultation by HDC and the developer with
a deadline for comment of 27 February.  Do go and study the proposals in Hart Council
offices and make your views known to HDC before it’s too late.

Zebon In Bloom ?
A small band of volunteers planted further quantities of spring bulbs, supplied by Hart
Council, around the estate in the autumn.  Many are currently well on the way to bursting
into bloom alongside the many bulbs planted in earlier years and the estate should give a
warm and colourful welcome to the arrival of Spring.  If you have an unadorned public
open space near you and would like to plant bulbs for next year, please contact ZCRA.

Fleet and Church Crookham in Bloom hopes that more people will enter their gardens for
this annual competition.  One resident won an award last year, but the chances of such
recognition would be greatly improved if more people took part. The quality of gardens
and the views available to passers by might also be enhanced as well.  If you would like
to support this scheme, please contact ZCRA.


