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A lively and well-attended meeting hosted by the Parish Council
on 26 September saw unanimous rejection of the Hart Council
proposals for play area(s) on the open space between Brandon
Road and Jessett Drive and a strong recommendation from the
floor that the money should instead be spent on enhancing play
facilities around the Community Centre.  Hart Councillors Mike
Poulton and Lorraine Fullbrook took away a clear message that
those who attended the meeting did not want anything added to
the open space between Brandon Road and Jessett Drive.
It is anticipated that possible enhancements to play facilities near
the Community Centre will be put to a further public meeting,
probably on a Saturday afternoon, when HDC eventually draws
up some alternative proposals.  Once again, the aim will be
consultation and response to public views, not imposition of an
unwanted scheme.  Hopefully, next time there will be a lot more
participation by those whose children would like to use play areas.

Play Areas

The Bad Guys ?
There was a marked tone of resentment at the play area meeting
against both ZCRA and the Parish Council, who were claimed to
be ‘the same thing’ and cast as the bad guys.
Both organisations have been pressing to get the play area money
(contributed by developers and therefore paid for by those
buying houses here)  allocated to a useful and acceptable scheme
on the estate rather than just left sitting in Hart’s bank account or
spent elsewhere.  The sole object of the meeting was to canvass
views using the HDC proposals as a focus, not to present an
imposed solution.  Despite the facts having been carefully
explained in advance, an anonymous petition was circulated
which seriously misrepresented the roles of both ZCRA and the
Parish Council as well as the status of the proposals.  This sort
of underhand behaviour does nothing to encourage altruistic
volunteers who donate time and effort towards getting the best
deal for those whose unwittingly-contributed money is at risk.
ZCRA seeks to get things done for the estate through whichever
is the most appropriate organisation, which sometimes is the
Parish Council.  That is the only extent to which they are ‘the
same’.  The ZCRA committee does a lot of other things as well,
including the fete and trying to keep up the fabric of the estate.
The Parish Council is up for complete re-election in June 2004
and the ZCRA AGM is in March 2004.  If you don’t like what
they are doing, your remedy is to use your vote and/or stand
yourself as a Parish Councillor or ZCRA Committee member.

Zebon Theatre Night
ZCRA is helping Church Crookham Players (did you meet them at the
fete?) to put on three one-act plays during the evening of Saturday 7
February 2004 in the Community Centre:  “Relics” by David Campton;
“Pilgrim’s Way” by Margaret Wood; and “The Bald Prima Donna” by
Eugene Ionesco.  Tickets £3 at the door include light refreshments during
one interval.
In previous years this company’s touring one-acts plays have been really
well received.  Doors open at 7:30 for an 8pm start.  Do come along.
Church Crookham Players are always on the lookout for new members,
so if you are a frustrated thespian, or interested in helping backstage, this
is also your chance to make contact.

ZCRA 2004
ZCRA is still short of two committee members.  If you might be interested
in helping to keep the estate in good condition and assisting with the
occasional event, please contact the Chairman or any committee member
and arrange to sit in on a monthly committee meeting.
Committee responsibilities have recently been reorganised with each
committee member taking on a set of specific topics as their ‘portfolio’.
More at the AGM.
Speaking of the AGM, please put 8pm on the 2nd March 2004 in your new
diary.  It will be very helpful if as many people as possible pay their 2004
ZCRA subs at that meeting to help reduce the workload on door-to-door
collectors immediately afterwards.  More details in the next newsletter.

First Aid Course ?
For the last two years ZCRA has organised a first aid course for members
in February.  The first was for adult casualties, the second for children.
If there is enough demand, we will run another course in February 2004.
This might be either for children or adult casualties, or possibly both, and
could be either a refresher course and/or for first timers.
Please email zcra@ntlworld.com or contact the Chairman if you might be
interested.  It would be very helpful if everyone could make their bid by
1 January 2004 to give tome to get things organised.
Previous courses cost £20/head and lasted for 4 hours on a weekend
afternoon.  Details for this year will depend on demand and type of
course, but are likely to be fairly similar in cost and time.

Balancing Pond Works
You may have seen the flood-relief works on the north western corner of
the Brandon Road balancing pond which started on 17 December.  The
objective is to reduce the risk of further flooding towards Rebecca Close.
Hart Council advises that Thames Water are increasing the height of the
bank along the affected area without disturbing the established trees.
Luckily, after months of delay, the work has beaten the floods.

Bulb Planting
A small team of stalwart volunteers planted 90 kilos of mixed narcissi
during November at sites outside the shop, alongside the path under the
power lines at the Danvers Drive end, and on the open space between
Brandon Road and Jessett Drive.  The bulbs were purchased by ZCRA
now that HDC has decided to stop providing them each year.
ZCRA is also pressing through HDC for the many spring bulbs that
graced the Redfields entrance to be replaced by the contractor who
disturbed them during drain laying for the new industrial estate.
If you have suggestions for new plantings next year, contact ZCRA.

Saturday 7 February 7:30 for 8pm
Three one-act plays in the Community Centre

Sunday 4 January
Wednesday 11 February

Copse working parties meet 10am near Londlandes

Tuesday 2 March  7:45 for 8pm
ZCRA AGM in the Community Centre

Thursday 10 June
Elections for HDC and Crookham Village Parish Council

Sunday 4 July  1pm - 5pm
ZCRA fete around the Community Centre

Dates for 2004
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Keep an eye on the ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar shop for any late news.

Spar Shop News Leaf Blowing
As an experiment, after seeing the success of similar work at Fleet Pond, the Parish
Council funded clearance of leaves from the path from Londlandes, through the woods,
across the swing bridge and along the towpath to Malthouse Bridge.  The immediate effect
was an impressive reduction in slipperiness underfoot, not to mention cleanliness.  Some
adjacent leaf-covered areas were left untouched and will be monitored over the winter to
confirm that the improvement remains worthwhile.  If so, then hopefully the PC will
decide to repeat the exercise over a wider area in future years.

Slippery Roads
A number of residents have expressed concern at slippery estate roads during the winter.
The two worst areas appear to be near the junction of Browning Road and Daphne Drive,
and near the junction of Silvester Way and Camus Close.   It is hoped that the Parish
Council will fund salt/grit bins (in a suitably-camouflaged dark green colour) near both
locations, with consumables provided by HCC for spreading by residents as required.
The necessary funds may not be available until the new financial year after 1st April 2004,
but there is still a chance that the bins might be in place for the end of this winter.

New Year Resolutions?
If the cap fits ...
· I will always drive on my own side of the road when going round bends and corners.
· I will not cut the corner when turning into side roads.
· I will not race for the gap at traffic calming pinch points, but give way with a smile.
· I will not park on the pavement and force pedestrians into the road.
· I will not park on grass verges.
· I will always park in my allocated slots, not on a convenient stretch of roadside.
· I will not park in my driveway so that my vehicle sticks out to obstruct the pavement.
· I will not reduce road safety by parking near traffic pinch points, on bends, close to

blind corners, or on the corner itself.
· When parked by the roadside, I will make sure my vehicle is very close to the kerb.
· I will not ride my noisy little motorbike around the estate at unsocial hours.
· I will stop my children from skateboarding dangerously on estate roads.
· I will keep my dog on a lead when walking along the roadside.
· I will always pick up my dog’s poo and put it in a bin, wherever it poos.
· I will train my cat to use a litter tray and do my best to avoid my cat digging up and

fouling my neighbours’ gardens.
· I will cut back vegetation for which I am responsible to keep everything looking tidy

and the pavement clear for pedestrians.
· I will not let off fireworks except for Guy Fawkes Night because I do not want to upset

children, pets or anyone else by unexpected loud explosions at other times of year.
· I will not shine my very bright floodlight into other peoples’ windows or drivers’ eyes.
· I will not empty my car’s ashtray into the road.
· I will pick up any litter I might drop, and I will teach my children do do the same.
· I will take my scrap items to the council tip, not dump them in the Copse or elsewhere.

And some for nearly everyone ...
· I will always take note of things that need attention around the estate and do something

about it myself, or report to ZCRA or the appropriate authorities.
· I will report broken street lights to 0800-506060 if adopted, or to HDC on 622122 if

still owned by developers.
· I will rejoin ZCRA for 2004, attend the ZCRA AGM, and help out at the ZCRA fete.
· I will volunteer to help during Copse working parties whenever possible.
· I will try to help with other activities for the benefit of all who live in the area.

Then maybe we’ll all have a much safer, more enjoyable and more neighbourly 2004.

Methodist Church
A warm invitation to you to join celebration of
Christmas at Fleet Methodist Church on Reading
Road South.

Carol Service 6:30pm on 21 December
Christingle Service 4pm on 24 December

Christmas Communion 11:30pm on 24 December
Christmas Praise 10:30am 25 December

Contact Deacon Malcolm Knowles on 628692.

Lost Post ?
It has been reported that a small amount of pre-
Christmas mail for Zebon Copse may have gone
astray.  If you think you have missed some of your
incoming post, contact Royal Mail.

Community
Centre Upgrade

The future of the large amount of developers’
Section 106 money earmarked for leisure
enhancements in the vicinity of the development
still remains to be resolved - mainly due to
inaction by HDC. After much negotiation through
the Parish Council, proposals for extra storage and
facilities in the Community Centre are about to be
costed by HDC as a first step towards their
establishing feasibility, after which public support
will be confirmed before any action is taken.

New Beat Police
Following reorganisation of the local police, PCs
3426 Rob Levy and  2045 Steve Francis have been
allocated to the Church Crookham beat that
includes Zebon Copse.  They expect to spend
around 50% of their time patrolling their large
patch on foot or bicycle.
Routine messages can be passed to them through
the Hampshire Police switchboard on 0845-045-
4545, or by direct fax to Fleet police station on
01256-405220.
Non-emergency minor crime can also be reported
via www.online.police.uk/english/default.asp.
Use 999 for emergencies and crime in progress.

Rajan and his smiling team of Spar staff have
asked us to pass on their very best wishes to
everyone for a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.  Their shop is very well stocked for the
festive season with a huge range of goods at prices
that are very competitive with the big
supermarkets, plus a cash machine, lottery
terminal, and freshly-baked bread.  Variations to
their normal opening times are: Christmas Day
0800-1500; Boxing Day 0800-2200; and New
Years Day 0800-2200.  They’d love to serve you.

The ZCRA Committee wishes
all our readers a thoroughly
enjoyable and relaxing festive
season and the very best best
of health, prosperity and good
fortune during 2004.


