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ZCRA NewsLetter
No 37                          February 2004

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 2 March 2004
7:45 for 8pm in Velmead Community Centre

The work of ZCRA
Formal Association AGM

including elections to the committee
break for light refreshments followed by

Parish Councillor Simon Ambler
 Chairman of Crookham Village Parish Council

Hart Councillor Brian Leversha
Chairman of Hart District Council

PCs Robert Levy and Steve Francis
on the new regime of Fleet-based beat policemen in our area,

 which has superseded that described at the last AGM

Hart Councillor Sharyn Wheale
Cabinet Member for Fleet

on HDC proposals to hand control and financial responsibility for the Velmead Community Centre,
adjacent playing fields and play areas to Crookham Village Parish Council.  Not least, this proposal has the
potential to trigger a significant increase in the Parish Precept paid by residents through their Council Tax.

All residents are cordially invited to attend
and to renew their membership of ZCRA for 2004 at £2 per household (£1 for pensioners)

Well, apart from flagship events like the fete and AGM, the
Committee tries to promote other activities which might
contribute to a sense of community.  ZCRA sponsored a very
successful evening with Church Crookham Players at the
Community Centre on 7 February, which raised £140 for a
children’s charity.  Last year we organised a first aid course,
but there wasn’t enough demand this time, so we gave details
of a course being run elsewhere.  And we run “Community
Walks” on some Bank Holidays, offering guided local country
walks - the next is on Good Friday.
Our routine business is to try to keep the estate looking good
and in a decent state of repair by chivvying those responsible
for anything which needs attention.  We recently allocated
different aspects to different committee members.  The list
grows and shrinks as items come and go, but current topics

include: abandoned advertising/house sale boards; aircraft
overflights; badgers and wildlife; Basingstoke Canal; use of
developers’ S106 money; Copse management/work parties;
dog bins; entrance gateway; freesheet newspaper deliveries;
grounds maintenance; law and order; highways; litter;
planning; rubbish collection; street lighting; rights of way
(footpaths & bridleways); welfare; ZCRA AGM; ZCRA bulb
planting; ZCRA fete; ZCRA house to house deliveries and
collections; ZCRA liaison with Frenchmans Creek
Management; ZCRA membership; ZCRA newsletters; ZCRA
social events; and ZCRA web site (under consideration).
The Committee has lots to monitor and organise, as you can
see.  Two more Committee members would help both to spread
the load and to increase the breadth of feedback on issues that
concern or affect residents. Volunteers requested !

What does ZCRA do ?

Offers of help with the fete, newsletter deliveries, collection of subs, working parties and other activities gratefully accepted.



Published by David Jackson for Zebon Copse Residents’ Association                                                                  Page 2

The next Parish Elections will be the first with a warded parish.  Zebon Ward will
return 5 parish councillors.  At present there are only 3 parish councillors from the
estate.  More needed !  Please contact the Parish Clerk on 810568 if you might be
interested and come along to PC meetings to see what goes on.
Parish boundaries based on old field boundaries are no longer ideal now that houses
have been built on the old farms.  Changes are currently being considered by Hart, who
plan consultation with affected householders in the near future.  Proposed changes
include transferring properties in the following areas from the unparished area of Fleet
into the following into Crookham Village Parish: Nether Vell Mead; Meadow View;
Freelands Way; Knox Close; Willow Way; and properties along the south side of Gally
Hill Road between Brandon Road and Malthouse Bridge.

ZCRA Committee
Chairman/Newsletter: David Jackson  tel/fax 615052

Treasurer/Membership: Kathy Roades 627093
Secretary: Anne Foulsham 629934

Chris Hall  613970 Malcolm Knowles  628692 Rajan  623050
email:  zcra@ntlworld.com

Keep an eye on the ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar shop for any late news.

Good Friday
Community Walk

Meet at 1:45 for a 2pm start from the Community
Centre.  Transport required to/from start point.
1-1½ hours of gentle guided walking in the local area
with refreshments provided.  Suitable for dogs on a
lead and children.  Route to be decided nearer the
day.  Details from David Jackson or Malcolm
Knowles.

Litter Pick
10am 14 March

Volunteers requested for an estate litter pick starting
from outside the Spar Shop at 10am on Sunday 14
March.  Equipment and gloves provided.  The more
the better !  Please come and help tidy things up.

Fete - Volunteers Needed
The 2003 fete was the most successful ever.  More people.  More items.  Great weather.
Work commitments permitting, we hope that this year’s fete will be opened by Tracey
Childs, an actress with a string of TV appearances including Hollyoaks, Dempsey and
Makepiece, Victoria Wood - as Seen on TV and Bergerac plus many film appearances.
Many of the old favourites from previous years will be back, including kiddies’
go-karts, the huge inflatables, face painting, jazz band, beer tent, WI teas, ice creams,
and many local stalls.
If you have suggestions for extra items, please contact David Jackson.
The small ZCRA Committee always relies on volunteer helpers to run the fete.  This
year is no exception.  If you are willing to help on the day, please contact Kathy Roades.

Footway Lights
The footway lights under the power lines from
Londlandes towards the Community Centre have
been out of action for most of the time they have been
in place.  After a number of red herrings, we now
think we know what is going on.  The Parish
Council, acting through HCC Lighting engineers, is
trying to keep them working - despite the frequent
efforts of vandals to break them.
If you see anyone mistreating the bollards, and this
is an especial call to those who overlook the pathway
as well as those who walk along it, then please do
something about it.  At the very least, advise David
Jackson of the time and details of those involved.
If appropriate, dial 999 and report criminal damage
in progress.

Postal Deliveries
A number of people have reported further problems
with postal deliveries in some parts of the estate.  If
you suspect loss of mail, then report it to the postal
authorities in the usual way.  But please also advise
the ZCRA Committee so that we keep tabs on what
is going on and coordinate complaints if appropriate.

Planning
Since the public meeting in the Community
Centre on 30 September last, nothing further has
been heard about the redevelopment of the
Redfields Garden Centre site into a mix of
housing and a new Garden Centre.
The adjacent Blue Pryor industrial site, partly
developed at present, was the subject of a revised
application 03/01621/OUT to replace much of
the original industrial development with a
nursing home and housing.  It is understood that
the developer is awaiting a GOSE ruling on
whether or not a full environmental assessment
is required before this application can be taken
further.

Entrance Gateway
You may have noticed that the entrance gateway on
the left as you enter the estate from the Redfields end
has a noticeable crack in the brickwork.  ZCRA has
been trying to establish who is responsible for this
wall for a long time now.  The current situation is
that we  think that it is still in the ownership of the
original developer, Martin Grant Homes, because no
trace of handover paperwork has yet been found at
either HCC or HDC.  ZCRA has therefore once
again invited Martin Grant to identify the owner or,
if handover cannot be proved, to repair the wall and
then hand it over to an appropriate local authority
(ideally HCC).  We await their response.

Local Elections

Copse Work
Now that Clare Bloomer is back from South
America, expect to see more Copse working parties
advertised around the estate.  Please come along and
help existing volunteers to improve our local
environment.  Tools and refreshments provided.

Icy Roads
In response to requests from residents, and
after an on-site meeting on the slippery
morning of 29 January, HCC Highways
agreed to the placement of salt bins near
Daphne Drive/Browning Road and the
Camus end of Silvester Way.  Paid for by
CVPC, bins were installed on 13 February.
Adjacent residents please spread salt on the
roads when appropriate.  If this salt is
misused, HCC may well withdraw their
support.  Note, too, that Brandon Road and
the Daphne/Browning/Danvers “loop” is
now on an HCC priority 2 gritting route
following recent adoption of the main roads
in the Freelands Farm part of the estate.

Dates for 2004
Tuesday 2 March  7:45 for 8pm

ZCRA AGM in the Community Centre

Sunday 14 March 10am
Litter Pick - meet outside the Spar Shop

Friday 7 April  1:45 for 2pm - 4pm
Community Walk

meet at the Community Centre

Thursday 10 June
Elections for Europe, HDC and CVPC

Sunday 4 July  1pm - 5pm
ZCRA fete at the Community Centre

YOUR Voice in the Community

Please subscribe
for the coming year.
Volunteers will call

if you miss the AGM.
£2/household/year

£1/pensioner household


