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The ZCRA Committee wishes you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  How about a New
Year’s Resolution  to make a real effort to promote a sense
of community on the estate and to take part in more of the
various activities organised by your Residents’ Association?
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Community Centre

QEB Development

ZCRA AGM

Theatre Supper
Following on from the great success of last year, Church
Crookham Players will be appearing once again in the
Velmead Community Centre - this time to perform
rehearsed readings of an Alan Bennett play, plus two
shorter works, for your entertainment on the evening of
Saturday 5 February 2005.
Doors open 7:30 for performance at 8pm.
Tickets on the door at £8 include a fish and chip
supper during the interval.
Raffle and all profits in aid of Christopher’s Children’s
Hospice in Guildford, www.chasecare.org.uk.

The 2005 ZCRA AGM will be held in the Community
Centre at 8pm on Wednesday 2 March.  Please put a note
in your diaries and come along on the night.  With over
800 households in the Association, it is very
disappointing when less than 50 people come to the
AGM, which is YOUR chance to make an input to the
workings of ZCRA.  Further details in the next
newsletter.

Happy Christmas !

Hart Council has recently reaffirmed their intention that a local group should take
over financial and management responsibility for Velmead Community Centre, play
areas and sports facilities at the end of Danvers Drive.  HDC is pressing Crookham
Village Parish Council and ZCRA to identify a team that is able and willing to take
on this major long-term responsibility.
The HDC line is that all other such facilities in Hart are run by local communities
and that there is an element of double taxation if they continue to run and finance
the facilities here.  Hart, represented by Cllrs Wallace and Wheale and Corporate
Director Viv Evans, brought little to the table except a strong desire to get rid of
the financial burden as fast as possible.
Hart admits that their accounting system adds departmental overheads to the true
cost of running the facilities, which makes them appear to be a major drain on
resources.  Whatever they say, it is very doubtful that HDC would be pressing to
get these items off their balance sheet if they were making a profit, that’s for sure.
ZCRA and CVPC are currently attempting to establish the financial and legal
implications of a change of management, which has also been linked by HDC to
decisions about use of the £300k+ of Zebon Copse developers’ Section 106 money
still sitting in the HDC bank account after all these years.  This includes money
ring-fenced for play area enhancement that caused so much concern to some
residents last year.
Perhaps the largest stumbling block remains the complete lack of volunteers to take
on the major financial and workload responsibilities of managing these facilities.
This challenge seems unlikely to go away in the current financial and political
climate.  Anyone living on the estate with a serious interest in being part of the
Management Committee is invited to make contact with ZCRA.

Litter Pick
Volunteers are requested for another Litter Pick around
the estate on the morning of 16 January 2005.  Meet at
the Spar Shop car park at 10am. Equipment will be
provided, but please wear working clothes.

Community Walk
There will be another in our series of Community Walks
on New Year’s Day.  Dogs welcome on a lead.  Leave
the Community Centre by car at 10:30am for a guided
walk round Puttenham followed by a soup lunch at the
organiser’s house in aid of a charity providing essential
facilities to a deprived village in Africa.
To help judge demand for lunch, it would be appreciated
if those who would like to take part would advise David
Jackson on 615052 by 29 December.

Copse Work
Ranger Angie Greene has arranged two more dates for
Working Parties in the Copse:  Wednesday 12 January;
and Sunday 20 March - from 10am to 1pm.
Wear work clothes and waterproof footwear and meet on
the metalled pathway through the woods from
Londlandes.  Tools and refreshments provided.
Work to be done includes clearing overgrown vegetation
and maintenance of the paths.
All are welcome, including those who can only work for
a short while.

First Aid Course ?
Due to a complete lack of response to the call in the last
newsletter, plans to run another First Aid Course this
winter have been put on hold.  This is the final call for
expressions of interest before we cancel completely.

Further details of the QEB planning application have been put out for public
comment.  A significant new proposal seeks to reduce parking from 90 down to only
5 places at the main leisure car park along Bourley Road, which currently gives easy
access to open walking areas on MOD land to the East of Twiseldown Race Course.
Their proposed alternative parking site part-way up Beacon Hill would not only be
very much smaller, but would also shift walkers away from open and safe areas of
relatively flat ground onto hilly tree-covered areas which are very much less suitable
for use by the type of walker currently using the other site.
Accessible and varied areas of countryside are a significant part of the attraction of
living here for many residents, even those who do not visit these sites very often.
It is bad enough suffering the traffic and other consequences of the continuing flood
of new housing all round us without having access to the remaining green areas
curtailed as well.
Traffic issues should also be of concern to those living in Zebon Copse, not least
the extra pressure on the rat run along Brandon Road caused by changes to the roads
and traffic flows due to this huge new development of over 1100 houses.
The effect on local schools and health facilities is also likely to be significant.
The QEB proposals can be viewed in the HDC offices in Fleet, or via a link in the
planning section of www.hart.gov.uk.
Although the closing date for comment was billed as 16 November, the HDC
planning officer concerned advises that written submissions will be added to the file
up to a short while before the plans go to the HDC Planning Committee, possibly
on 12 January 2005.  Do write to HDC if you have a point to make, but note that
you must quote the relevant application number(s).
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Keep an eye on the ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar shop for any late news.

French Twinning
Crookham Village is twinned with Lévignen, a friendly French village about 40 miles
NE of Paris (near Crépy en Valois in Picardy).  A party of about 30 from Crookham
Village, Church Crookham and Fleet visited Levignen over the late May Bank Holiday
weekend, staying in peoples’ houses. A special programme celebrated of 21 years of
twinning. On the Saturday morning we helped to judge a children’s painting
competition and in the afternoon went to Chantilly to see the Living Horse Museum.
That evening we were entertained in Lévignen to a superb evening with dinner, dancing
and a performance by a troupe of American Line Dancers.
The Sunday morning  “entertainment” was a visit to their rubbish disposal site where
they gather methane gas from a large pit of suitable waste.  The gas is used to drive
huge internal combustion engines which turn generators to make electricity.  There are
a number of similar plants in this country, but not in NE Hampshire as far as I know.
Since we were the visitors, we did, of course, win the afternoon’s inter-village “sports”!
The prize-giving (for the paintings and the sports) and some short speeches followed
and it was made clear to us that we were “family”.  A most enjoyable weekend.
The Twinning Committee has continued the programme of fund raising events - running
a Bric-a-Brac stall at the Fete at the Zebon Community Centre, and an Ice Cream stall
at the Dogmersfield Flower Show.  We also took part in the joint Village Association/
Twinning Barbecue, held at Kingsmede, which was very much enjoyed.
The Lévignen folks are due to visit us next year, so please keep the weekend of
Friday 13 – Monday 16 May free if you would like to be involved.  We haven’t yet
finalised the details of the programme, but it will certainly include a Dinner and Barn
Dance on the Saturday evening  and the Inter-Village Sports on Sunday afternoon.
Anyone who wants more information – please contact Charles Hicks on 01252 850657.

There was a good response to the item on law and order in the last newsletter.
Apologies to anyone who did not get a reply last time - absence on holiday followed by
a death in the family caused the answerphone to overflow.
We have a new beat policeman - PC Colin Pickworth - in place of Rob Levy, who has
moved to traffic.  He and PC Steve Francis patrol Beat 3 covering Church Crookham.
A forum has now been established with the police, neighbourhood watch, residents
associations and parish councils to cover law and order issues in the Beat 3 area.  The
first meeting in November included ZCRA and this forum now gives a welcome
opportunity to air local concerns and get feedback from the police.
Several residents have mentioned groups of youngsters causing problems on Brandon
Road in the early evening.  Please keep reports coming in of any issues around the estate
so that the relevant people can try to persuade the perpetrators to desist.
The police advise that thieves have been raiding sheds in the local area using tools found
in gardens to force the locks.  You have been warned!
Meanwhile, the smashed lights at the Community Centre were repaired after complaints
by ZCRA, whilst the Parish Council is looking at options for low-intensity lighting to
replace the vandalised bollard lights under the pylon line so that the path can be safely
used again after dark.  Any new lights will be flush with the ground and hopefully dim
enough to avoid attracting the loitering vandals who wrecked the previous bollards.

Spar Shop

Host Wanted
A host is wanted for a French mother, and son aged
14, from Lévignen, who would like to come over
during their Easter holidays, sometime between 9th
to 24th April 2005, to stay with an English family,
possibly with a view to future exchanges.
They want to improve their English, but it is
understood that the mother already speaks English
fairly well.  They will be happy to pay for their keep,
and we are trying to find English lessons for them to
attend locally.  If you might be interested, please ring
Charles Hicks on 01252 850657.

Saturday 1 January 2005 meet 10:30am
Community Walk Puttenham

Meet Community Centre

Sunday 16 January meet 10am
Estate Litter Pick

Saturday 5 February 7:30 for 8pm
Theatre Supper Community Centre

Wednesday 12 January meet 10am
Sunday 20 March meet 10am

Copse Working Parties

Wednesday 2 March 7:45 for 8pm
ZCRA AGM in the Community Centre

Friday 13 - Monday 16 May
French Twinning Lévignen

Sunday 3 July 1pm - 5pm
ZCRA fete at the Community Centre

Dates for 2005

Redfields & Blue Prior
It appears likely that the planning application for Redfields Garden Centre to be
redeveloped into a new garden centre and 70 houses will be recommended for refusal
on the grounds that it is not in accordance with the Local Plan, which calls for a much
greater proportion of business development on the site.
The two applications to use parts of the adjacent Blue Prior site for housing and an old
peoples’ home rather than the Local Plan allocation to business development also seem
likely to be similarly rejected by the planning officers.
In each case the final decision will be taken by the HDC Planning Committee, who are
not obliged to agree with the recommendations put to them if they have good reasons
to overrule.  It is anticipated that all three applications will be on the agenda for one of
the meetings scheduled for 12 and 19 January.

The Spar Shop in Frenchmans Creek will be open
every day at normal times except for Christmas Day
9am to 3pm and New Year’s Day 8am to 8pm.
Rajan, his family and staff send everyone the
warmest of best wishes for the Festive Season.

Salt Bins
After requests from residents through ZCRA, HCC
installed salt bins on Browning Road and Silvester
Way last winter for use by residents if snow or ice
makes the highway areas dangerous.
At the same time, HCC agreed to include Brandon
Road and the Daphne, Browning, Danvers loop in
their gritting programme for minor roads.
Please only use the salt for roads and pavements, not
your own properties.  If it is misused, HCC are likely
to remove the bins.  Should the bins need refilling,
please contact ZCRA or advise Hampshire Highways
North on 01256-764444.

Law and Order

Christmas Church
Our local churches offer a very warm welcome to
everyone who attends their Christmas services during
December.
Fleet Methodist Church in Reading Road South:
19th Carols 6:30pm; 24th Christingle 4pm; 24th
Communion 11:30pm; 25th Christmas service
10:30am.
Christ Church (CofE) in Gally Hill Road: 19th Nine
Lessons and Carols 6:30pm; 24th Christingle 4pm,
First Eucharist of Christmas 11:30pm;  25th The
Eucharist 8am, Parish Eucharist 10am.


