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An Unsettled Summer
From a residents’ perspective, this has not been a good summer
for law and order on the estate.  The police perspective seems
to be a little different (see below).
The following have been reported to ZCRA:

· A group of youngsters for several days at teatime on the
playing fields enjoyed themselves by kicking a football at a
smaller child right next to the windows to the Community
Centre.  At about the same time, there were reports of
children on the roof of the building disturbing people trying
to use the hall.  Shortly afterwards, one of the hall windows
was found to be broken.

· On the morning of 29 June, just before the
ZCRA fete, a huge number of discarded
bottles and cans was found littering the
playing field, and several major branches
had been torn from trees outside the
Community Centre.  It took several hours
of work by Hart Council to clear it all up.

· On the evening of 29 July a youngster
suffered serious neck wounds, reportedly
from a broken bottle.

· Several disturbances, an assault, thefts of
items from front gardens and a subsequent
drugs raid by the police have unsettled
residents in one street.

· In another part of the estate, a laptop computer was stolen
from a parked car at 5:30am and an adjacent car on the same
driveway was also broken into.

· An attempted break-in used tools to try to force front and
patio doors whilst the owner was away on holiday.

· Serious damage has been done to plants in gardens on
Brandon Road on several occasions.

· Notices continue to be ripped from noticeboards by
irresponsible people with a serious lack of community spirit.

· A young lad was assaulted during the day near the shop by
older youths, whose reaction when challenged by an adult
demonstrated just how invulnerable they felt themselves to
be.  It is understood that there was less confidence during
interviews by the police in front of parents.

· Noisy cars being driven around the estate late at night have
been reported on a number of occasions, culminating in a
car crashing into a lamp post late on 16 September.

· Very recently, there has been a report of rotten apples,
presumably picked up nearby, being thrown
at houses late at night.
These incidents were all on the estate.
The previous two beat constables have
moved on, leaving a major challenge for the
only constable now assigned to Beat 3, who
was until very recently only working part
time.  Her perspective is given below.
It is vitally important that ALL law and
order incidents are properly reported to the
police.  Only then will the statistics be
generated to underpin a case for an
increased police presence.

If an offence is being committed, or a serious offence has
occurred (eg a break in), then call 999.  For other, less urgent
reports, call 101.
After the police have been advised, it would be appreciated if
ZCRA could also be informed so that we can keep residents
aware of local incidents like those reported above and also
make representations for increased police cover when
appropriate.

Report incidents to the

POLICE
999 urgent

101 routine
Please advise ZCRA afterwards

It has been a busy first few months as the new beat officer for
the area of Church Crookham. I would like to think that some
of you reading this will have seen me out and about and are
already able to put a name to a face!
Zebon Copse is a lovely place to police and has a low level of
crime free but like most places it does have a few minor but
persistent problems.
The most frequently reported problem is noise in various
guises, one of these is fast cars entering or leaving the estate,
revving engines and generally driving in an anti-social manner.
The police have specific powers to deal with these types of
incidents, but we need to know who and what vehicles are
involved.
Another issue is juveniles, making their way to congregate at
the Velmead community centre which sometimes causes further
problems such as damage and littering.
More recently I have noticed a slight increase in reported
vehicle crime on the estate. In my experience most thieves are

opportunist, remove the opportunity from them, keep valuables
out of sight and vehicles secure.
Most of you will be aware of an assault that took place in
Brandon Road, thankfully events like this are few but they do
heighten the need to be aware of your own personal safety. If
possible avoid walking alone late at night, let someone know
where you are or when you intend to return and if possible
carry a mobile phone. Colleagues in CID are investigating this
matter and in due course I hope to be able to update you.
Help me to help you make Zebon Copse an even safer commu-
nity.
Please make use of the new 101 phone number to report
non-emergency incidents, if I am not aware of the problems you
are having because they are not being reported, I can’t effec-
tively deal with them.
Finally, I look forward to meeting more of you around and
about Zebon Copse.
Stay safe.
PC Caroline Webster

Our new Police Constable writes ...
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Keep an eye on the ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar shop for any late news.

Hampshire Trading Standards has issued a warning to
residents not to buy furniture sold door-to-door. There
is a national problem with unsafe suites of furniture
which do not meet the UK fire safety rules. These are
from eastern Europe and are touted from white vans. If
approached to buy such items, politely refuse, note as
much information as possible (especially vehicle
registration numbers) and contact Trading Standards on
01962 869765.

Rogue Goods

Our hardy band of volunteers has continued to look after
the Copse all summer, battling Himalayan balsam and
resurfacing tracks.  Without them your Copse would not
be as it is, so genuine and heartfelt thanks to them for
forsaking the pleasures of the Sunday papers and a lie-in
to look after this little haven.  If you would like to join
us please use the contact details below for further
information.
This autumn brings an excellent opportunity to those
with an interest in the Copse and one of its lesser known
inhabitants.  Having kindly providing a very enjoyable
talk, Paul Hope, Basingstoke Canal Ranger and local bat
expert, will lead an evening walk listening to and
identifying bats from their echolocation calls.  Hearing
these amazing little creatures is something not to be
missed, and adults and children alike are very welcome.
Join us at 7.15pm at Velmead Community Centre on
Wednesday 27 September.
If you would like further information about the Copse
please contact Angie Greene, Site Ranger 07739 050676
angie.greene@hants.gov.uk.

Bat Walk
27 September

Estate Faults
ZCRA is conducting another survey of maintenance problems around the estate so
that we can send a consolidated list to those responsible.  If you know of something
deserving attention, please notify ZCRA by mid-October.
One continuing issue is with vegetation obstructing pavements.  Please ensure that
your plants are kept trimmed back from highway land.
Now that the nights are drawing in, please report any street lighting faults to HCC
on 0800-506060 or on-line through www.hants.gov.uk for lamp posts with serial
numbers, or to ZCRA for any unmarked lamps.
If you find horse droppings on pavements around the estate and do not want to
manure your own roses, then you may call 613970 and ask if someone will
volunteer to clear it up.  Pavements only, not roads etc.

Thank you, Helpers
The fete went very well again this year, but takings were well down due to the
intense heat that day.  As a result, the event ran at a significant loss.  Never mind.
Lots of residents turned out and everyone seems to have enjoyed themselves despite
the heat.
Collection of subs, delivery of newsletters and running the fete all rely on help from
quite a number of people.  To say thank you, and to give a chance for helpers to
meet each other, the Committee ran a small barbecue at the Community Center at
the end of July.  It was a very pleasant evening which allowed the workers to enjoy
getting together as guests.
ZCRA is always looking for keen helpers for the various small jobs that arise from
time to time, and is also looking for a couple of new members for the Committee.
If you might be interested, please get in touch.

Planning - Blue Prior
The Blue Prior industrial site next to Redfields Garden Centre has not been further
developed because the owners have not found anyone to use the proposed light
industrial units.  As a result, they made an outline planning application to put a
nursing home on part of the site.  This was refused by Hart District Council, but
this refusal has just been overturned on appeal.  Current proposals are for a 60-bed
high-dependency BUPA nursing home with potential employment for the equivalent
of 60 full-time posts, but a full planning application will be required before work
can start.

Bad Driving
Some people are driving round corners on narrow estate
roads as if they were the only person on the road.  It is
only a matter of time before there is a head-on crash.
Please approach all blind corners with due caution and
assume that there is something large coming the other
way, possibly in the middle of the road.
The other significant issue is parking in inappropriate
places - for example: near corners, junctions or traffic
calming; or well away from the kerb; or on the
pavement.  And please use your private parking when
available rather than obstruct roads and sightlines.
And yes, that does include YOU!

Winter Event
Now that Christ Church has organised a play for
January, the ZCRA Committee is looking for an
alternative idea for a winter event.  One suggestion is a
barn dance, another is a talk/films about BMX
acrobatics.  We would need to get this organised by the
end of November, so please send any suggestions, or
expressions of support/indifference, to ZCRA by the end
of October.

Family Theatre 14 January
Christ Church Crookham has organised a performance of a family play

IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER
by arrangement with Hog the Limelight, Hampshire County Council Arts
Service on Sunday 14 January 2007

3pm in Velmead Community Centre
Watch out for details of ticket sales nearer the time.

Refuse Collection
Alternate-week refuse collections - household waste one week, recycling the next -
is due to start on 30 October.  If you want a large blue bin, but haven’t yet ordered
one, now is the time to contact Hart District Council: 622122 or www.hart.gov.uk.
Once the scheme has started, please keep ZCRA informed of any problems so that
we can make appropriate representations as the new regime shakes down.

Spring Bulbs
The Committee will be planting more spring bulbs in the
next few weeks to continue the task of spreading the joys
of spring around open areas of the estate.  Volunteer
planters always welcome - ring a committee member.


