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Law and Order
The local police complained that the last ZCRA newsletter gave
a very negative view of law and order issues locally and stated
that some residents had expressed concern as a result.  In
contrast, all feedback to ZCRA on the newsletter was extremely
positive and supportive, for which many thanks.
The ZCRA believes that residents need to know what is going
on and, if the police find that a problem, they should do a lot
more to stop bad things happening in the first place.  So should
the parents of the youngsters who are responsible for a large
proportion of irritating vandalism and hooliganism, especially
during school holidays and weekends.
The gist of the police position is that they have very limited
resources and that decisions on manning levels are taken well
above district level.  Nevertheless, some improvements are in
the pipeline, including the possible addition of a Community
Support Officer starting just after Christmas to bolster the
single (still not full time) beat officer to which we have been
reduced from the previous two full-time constables.  There is a
clear need for a more overt police presence around the estate at
random times, including late at night when unruly gangs are
likely to be roaming around causing problems.  Unfortunately,
troubled times often coincide with peak police presence in Fleet
town centre, which seems to denude all other areas of non-
emergency cover.  Let’s hope the CSOs make a real difference./
We also need much better feedback from reported minor
incidents.  At present the message is passed to a call centre, and
most times nothing further is ever heard.  This does nothing to
improve confidence in the police or to  give the impression that
they care about low-level crime.  ZCRA’s sense of humour was
not improved when the police suggested that, because the same
call centre staff also dealt with serious 999 calls, they had a
tendency to treat minor calls as unimportant.  Maybe this
frankness explains why people get so fed up with being fobbed
off with only a crime numbers when they phone in.
It is reported in the press that Hampshire, along with other
forces, has found that the 101 number trial has generated
considerable problems with people ringing in with trivial,
non-police questions.  Whether the trial will evolve into a
permanent feature therefore remains to be seen.
Meanwhile, it remains very important that ALL law and order
incidents, however minor, are reported both to the police on the
appropriate number, and to ZCRA so we can monitor what is
happening and keep residents properly informed.
Turning again to vehicles, many drivers seem unable or
unwilling to keep to their own side of the road when negotiating
bends and corners both on and off the estate.  And if you ever
get bored driving at night, try counting the number of vehicles
with only one working headlight.  Sadly, the police simply
don’t seem to be able to address such general traffic issues any
more.
Some progress is being made, however,  PC Webster has just
restarted three-monthly meetings with the police, community
workers, local residents, businesses and organisations.  The
first meeting was very productive and many useful topics were
aired.  Your feedback to ZCRA is vital to allow us to make best
use of this forum.  Keep the reports coming in!

ZCRA
From time to time a resident expresses quite strong views on an
issue like: rubbish collection; aircraft noise; vandalism;
driving; lack of policing; lack of remedial work on estate
infrastructure.  In each case, the number of people complaining
has been very small. so ZCRA has taken up the cudgels in a
quiet way behind the scenes, with mixed success especially
when action is required from HDC.
The question I would like you to consider is whether or not
ZCRA should become more open in expressing your views for
or against a particular item of concern or interest.  For
example, are enough people worried about aircraft noise from
increased weekend flying to warrant ZCRA expressing strong
views to the forthcoming appeal against refusal of permission
by Rushmoor Council?  Or are you so annoyed, for example,
by the failure of HDC to replace damaged dog and waste bins
that you think that ZCRA should make waves in the local press
or before public meetings of Hart Council on the subject?
If you think that more overt campaigning is required, then it
will be necessary for a lot more people to interact with the
committee so that  sufficient register concern to justify a major
campaign.  So far there has been a fairly deafening silence from
most people, which is why no such action has been appropriate
in the past.
If you have views on this subject, then please pass them to a
member of the committee in the short term and come along to
the AGM on 27 March 2007 in the Community Centre.
Finally, may I wish everyone a most Merry Christmas and a
very Happy (and trouble-free) New Year.

New Parish Councillor
There was no response from the electors of the parish to notices
inviting them to request that an election be held following the
recent resignation of Cllr Collins from Crookham Village
Parish Council,   The Council therefore invited volunteers to be
co-opted at the November meeting.  As a result, Robert Ney of
Camus Close, who had previously been a CVPC councillor
before his job took him away from the district some years ago,
was co-opted back onto the Council.
See www.crookhamvillage-pc.org.uk for CVPC notices.

Community Centre
The new Coalition at Hart has been slow to move on
negotiations between CVPC and HDC about the future
management of Velmead Community Centre, but Hart Cabinet
will shortly decide which of two options they wish to pursue:
maintain the status quo; or hand over financial responsibility to
CVPC on terms to be negotiated.  The third possibility, to close
it all down, was not included this time.   If option 2 is taken,
until negotiations have been concluded to the satisfaction of
both parties, the future of the Community Centre, play areas
and sports facilities must remain somewhat uncertain.  One
thing is clear, though - if CVPC does take over the facilities,
local people will be needed to assist with management and
running the facilities.  Volunteers will certainly be required!

David Jackson, Chairman ZCRA
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Chris Hall  613970 Rajan  623050
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ZCRA email:  zcra@ntlworld.com

Keep an eye on the ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar shop for any late news.

The Spar shop will be closed on Christmas Day this year.
See notices at the shop for other opening times over the holiday period.
Rajan and his staff wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year and invite all customers to take advantage of the many special
offers they will be running over the festive season.

Spar Shop at Christmas

Crookham CE (A) Infants School on Gally Hill Road is looking for a
proactive person who can work on their own initiative to help look after
their school. Duties will include: Unlocking and locking the school; weekly
fire alarm testing and generally ensuring the school and grounds are safe.
You will need to be reasonably fit as the role may require lifting.
They are looking for somebody who ideally could work: 7.30-8.00am and
5.30-6.00pm Monday to Friday.  Additional hours may be requested e.g.
opening and closing the school for social functions.
Pay: Scale 1 Point 6: £6.02ph payable monthly Training provided.
For both roles, please contact the school office for further details and
application forms.
Application for CRB clearance will be requested for successful candidates.
Crookham CE (A) Infant School complies with Hampshire County Council
Safer Recruitment Policy.

School Caretaker Wanted

Copse Work
This year, paths have been resurfaced, littered
cleared and willow chopped down within the mire
to prevent this area being swallowed up by the
woodland. Mire scrub clearance is carried out in
cycles in order to maintain some trees and scrub to
provide a variety of different habitats for the widest
variety of creatures, hence this is an ongoing
process not an attempt at willow extermination!
Next year the tasks that need to be addressed
include removal of fencing sections across the
Copse, topping up some of the tracks, ditch
clearance and of course scrub bashing.
I have scheduled the first work party of the new
year for Sunday 14th January, which I hope is
convenient for as many as possible. As usual,
gloves and stout boots are recommended and
drinks and biscuits are provided. We meet a the
southern end of the tarmac path between
Londlandes and Sylvester Way.
Once again, thank you all so much for all you do.
The Copse is as lovely as it is because of all your
hard work and commitment.

Angie Greene, Countryside Ranger
01252 870425 angie.greene@hants.gov.uk

Warnings from
Trading Standards

A resident in her late 80's was asked to sign up for Jury Service.  This is
not how Jurors are selected and it is felt that this caller may have had
ulterior motives. The police are aware.
Trading Standards are also making people aware of the following scam:
A card is posted through your door from a company called PDS (Parcel
Delivery Service) suggesting that they were unable to deliver a parcel and
that you need to contact them on 0306 6611911 (a premium rate number).
DO NOT call this number, as this is a mail scam originating from Belize.
If you call the number and you start to hear a recorded message you will
already have been billed £15 for the phone call.  If you do receive a card
with these details then please contact Royal Mail Fraud or ICSTIS (the
premium rate service regulator) or your local trading standards office. This
serious scam is under investigation by ICSTIS.
And we have just heard about a similar scam originating somewhere in
Africa, so the idea is clearly catching on.  Be suspicious of the unexpected.
If you hear of any other scams which might affect the local area, please
advise ZCRA so we can bring them to the attention of members in the
newsletters or, if urgent, post warnings on the ZCRA noticeboard outside
the Spar shop.

Refuse Collection
ABC will be fully in place from 4 December in our
part of Hart, with glass collection on the same day
as recycling bins.  Most of the estate is in
Collection Area 1, but houses off Watery Lane are
on a separate schedule.
There is concern in some quarters that open-topped
containers of bottles left at the roadside ready for
next-morning collection might prove too tempting
for passing late-night hooligans.  Please advise the
police, HDC and ZCRA if there are any incidents.
It is clear that some people are still not sure which
bin goes out when and as a result some bins are
being left at the roadside for days, even weeks, at
a time.  HDC has recently done a mailing shot to
all residents which should cover the detail once
again, but if you need advice please either contact
HDC on 01252-774477.  Please also advise ZCRA
if there are any significant glitches in the new
system.

Floods 26 Nov
Many of you will have experienced the very heavy
rain and subsequent flooding on Brandon Road,
Redfields Lane and elsewhere on the morning of
26 November.
The main balancing pond on Brandon Road was
full to the brim, whilst a river was running down
Brandon Road from the Redfields Roundabout
leading to a deep flood just short of Daphne Drive.
As far as we are aware, no houses were affected
this time.  However, if anyone’s house was flooded
as a result of this floodwater, please would they
advise ZCRA so that we can seek consolidated
action.

Don’t forget the play “In the Bleak Midwinter” in the Community Centre at
3pm on Sunday 14 January 2007.  Tickets £7 each from 01252-614587/615961.


