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Tickets are still available for

Children’s Halloween 
Disco & Fancy Dress Party 
Saturday 31st October 2009

 at Zebon Copse Centre
5.30pm–6.30pm

INFANTS (Ages 4-7yrs) tickets £2.50 each

6.45pm – 8.15pm

JUNIORS (Ages 8-11yrs) tickets £3.50 each

Ticket price includes fancy dress competition, 

sweets, soft drinks and games.

Tickets must be purchased in advance from the 

Spar Shop Frenchmans Creek

or Crookham Village Stores & Post Office 

 Contact Tabby Powell on 617394

The Echo of Elvis
Supper Dance in aid of

Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice
Saturday 21 November

Zebon Copse Centre
Tickets £10 including Fish & Chips supper

bring your own liquid refreshment

Tea and coffee to purchase on the night

Doors open 7pm.  Supper 8:30pm. Last dance 10:30pm

Tickets must be purchased in advance from

Spar Shop Zebon Copse

Penny Lane Flowers Linkway Parade

Penny Lane Flowers, The Hart Centre

Contact Kirsty Arnold on 07769-686663

ZCRA
Annual membership of ZCRA continues to run in the high 700s, which 
gives great credibility to our claim to represent the interests of the 
community.  However, nearly all the work seems to fall on the same 
few shoulders.
The Community Centre is now greatly improved and ready to add more 
to the life of the community.  But only if people come forward to help 
by proposing and organising events or otherwise making a contribution.  
That’s what communities are all about - self help and the pleasure and 
contacts that brings.  Suggestions include quiz nights, film shows and 
square dances,  but not if no-one comes forward to organise and run 
them.  Please volunteer whatever effort and ideas you can.
Meanwhile, several members of the ZCRA committee have been 
beavering away for many years and are dismayed that repeated requests 
for new committee members have failed to produce a new generation 
that might in due course take the strain.  Please give serious consideration 
to joining the ZCRA committee - it isn’t very onerous, but does keep 
you in touch with what is going on.  By all means  come to one of our 
monthly committee meetings to see what goes on before you make any 
commitment.  Contact any member of the committee for details.

Community Centre open for business
ZCC is open for business again, but it is still not too late for new groups 
to bid for regular slots in the timetable, including during the day even 
if the play group is in the other hall.  Social activity for the less mobile 
during the day, something to attract youngsters during the early evening, 
or one-off bookings for private or corporate events are all welcome.  
Contact 774466 for bookings or information.
The Centre is due to be transferred from Hart to Crookham Village 
Parish Council by 1 April 2010 and CVPC is currently paying half of 
the support costs.  Any issues with ZCC, the playing fields or play areas 
can be raised with CVPC through ZCRA if you wish.

Mother & Toddler Group
The new Zebon Copse Mother & Toddler Group will open at the Zebon 
Copse Centre on Wednesday 25th November 2009, 9.30am – 11.00am 
in the New Hall and meet every Wednesday during school term-time. 
Contact Tabby Powell 617394 or tabby@jtpowell.co.uk.

ZCRA donates fridge to Community Centre
As part of the re-equipment of the Community Centre, ZCRA has made 
a donation to cover the cost of installing a large larder fridge in the new 
kitchen.  The new kitchen is now very well equipped to allow outside 
caterers to do the final preparation of pre-prepared food before serving.

Guided Walk
A most successful guided walk on the late August bank holiday, led by 
David Jackson of ZCRA, went along the canal to Chalky Lane and back 
across the fields to Stroud Lane in glorious sunshine.
The next walk is planned for Good Friday 2010.  Details in a future 
newsletter closer to the time.

Salt Bins
Salt bins on Browning Road and Silvester Way are there for use by 
residents to salt the adjacent public roadway against ice and snow.  
Please do not misappropriate the contents for your own properties.  
Should we have a hard winter, resupply of salt by HCC  can be organised 
through ZCRA.

Parish boundary changes
It has been confirmed by Hart Council that electoral boundary changes 
will come into effect on 1 April 2010.  All of Nether Vell Mead, 
Freelands Drive and Meadow View will then be in the civil parish of 
Crookham Village, as will all properties on the Zebon Copse side of 
Gally Hill Road between Brandon Road and Malthouse Bridge.  This 
change will not only affect parish elections, but also the Parish Precept 
element of council tax for those that change parish.

as enjoyed by so many  at the Zebon Copse fete
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ZCRA Committee
Chairman/Fete/Newsletter: David Jackson 615052

Treasurer/Membership: Val Hall 613970
Secretary: Anne Foulsham 629934
Kathy Roades         Rachel Kitchen

Rajan (Spar shop)
ZCRA email: zcra@ntlworld.com

Keep an eye on the ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar shop for any late news.

Man on Bicycle
Fleet Police report that an adult male, who rides 
a bicycle with a child seat on the back, has been 
knocking on doors with various sob stories, 
including being locked out and needing money 
for a locksmith or money so that he can collect 
his daughter. This man has been active recently 
on Zebon Copse estate.
This is a scam and no one should give money.  
Please report any further occurrences to the police 
on 101 and to ZCRA.

SAS Security
A company trading as SAS Fire & Security 
Systems Ltd is operating in Fleet and the 
surrounding areas in North Hampshire.  They are 
known to offer “free” burglar alarms, but only if 
you also sign up to costly monitoring facilities. If 
approached please report the matter straight away 
to the Trading Standards Quick Response Team 
on 01962 833666.     

Mobility Equipment
A Company offering mobility equipment has 
been operating in Bishopstoke and West End 
areas in Hampshire and could well appear in our 
area later.
Information suggests they target elderly and 
vulnerable members of the public in their own 
homes.  Their usual approach is either to telephone 
or knock on your door giving the impression 
they are connected with a Health Authority or 
associated services.
As a result, a “free” shoulder massage is offered 
using handheld massaging equipment.  If the 
victims show an interest, a salesman visits later 
that day and gives a demonstration of a massaging 
device which is inside a bed mattress. The end 
result is that he’ll try to sell you a new mattress 
charging anything from £1500 - £4000.
If approached by this company, please report the 
matter straight away to the Trading Standards 
Quick Response Team on 01962 833666.

Credit Card Scam
This one is pretty slick since they provide YOU with all the information, except the one piece they 
want. Note, the callers do not ask for your card number; they already have it. This information 
is worth reading. By understanding how the VISA & MasterCard Telephone Credit Card Scam 
works, you’ll be better prepared to protect yourself. 
The scam works like this: Person calling says, “This is (name), and I’m calling from the Security 
and Fraud Department at VISA. My badge number is 12460. Your card has been flagged for an 
unusual purchase pattern, and I’m calling to verify. This would be on your VISA card which was 
issued by (name of bank) did you purchase an Anti-Telemarketing Device for £497.99 from a 
Marketing company based in London?” When you say “No”, the caller continues with, “Then we 
will be issuing a credit to your account. This is a company we have been watching and the charges 
range from £297 to £497, just under the £500 purchase pattern that flags most cards. Before your 
next statement, the credit will be sent to (gives you your address), is that correct?” You say “yes”. 
The caller continues - “I will be starting a fraud investigation. If you have any questions, you 
should call the 0800 number listed on the back of your card (0800-VISA) and ask for Security. You 
will need to refer to this Control Number.” The caller then gives you a 6 digit number. “Do you 
need me to read it again?”
Here’s the IMPORTANT part on how the scam works. The caller then says, “I need to verify you 
are in possession of your card.” He’ll ask you to turn your card over and look for some numbers. 
There are 7 numbers; the first 4 are part of your card number, the next 3 are the security numbers 
that verify you are the possessor of the card. These are the numbers you sometimes use to make 
Internet purchases to prove you have the card. The caller will ask you to read the 3 numbers to him.
After you tell the caller the 3 numbers, he’ll say, “That is correct, I just needed to verify that 
the card has not been lost or stolen, and that you still have your card. Do you have any other 
questions?” After you say, “No,” the caller then thanks you and states, “Don’t hesitate to call back 
if you do”, and hangs up.
You actually say very little, and they never ask for or tell you the Card number. But after we were 
called on Wednesday, we called back within 20 minutes to ask a question. Are we glad we did! The 
real VISA Security Department told us it was a scam and in the last 15 minutes a new purchase of 
£497.99 was charged to our card. Long story - short - we made a real fraud report and closed the 
VISA account. VISA is reissuing us a new number.
What the scammers want is the 3-digit CRC number on the back of the card. Don’t give it to them. 
Instead, tell them you’ll call VISA or MasterCard directly for verification of their conversation. 
The real VISA told us that they will never ask for anything on the card as they already know the 
information since they issued the card! 
If you give the scammers your 3 digit CRC Number, you think you’re receiving a credit. However, 
by the time you get your statement you’ll see charges for purchases you didn’t make, and by then 
it’s almost too late and/or more difficult to actually file a fraud report.
What makes this more remarkable is that on Thursday, I got a call from a “Jason Richardson of 
MasterCard” with a word-for-word repeat of the VISA scam. This time I didn’t let him finish. I 
hung up. We filed a police report, as instructed by VISA. The police said they are taking several 
of these reports daily! They also urged us to tell everybody we know that this scam is happening. 
Please pass this on to all your family and friends. By informing each other, we protect each other.

Be Careful, say Trading Standards and the Police

A concerned mum writes ...
Please could you put a note in the Newsletter for people 
to try to think about what they say and to whom,  or we 
will be pushing our children away and making them all 
feel as if they cannot be trusted at all.
For example,  prior to the fantastic Rajan and his family 
taking over and totally transforming a much needed local 
shop on Zebon Copse, the guy who was there before, 
unfortunately, had real contention for the youngsters and 
this just bred ill feeling all round.
Of course some are rude and do unsavoury things, but 
often most are just children and have not learnt the 
greater skills in life to communicate effectively with an 
adult.
We need to be more patient and take into account that 
this is a place for all ages and the little bit of free space 
our children do have should be there for them to enjoy, 
explore without anyone choosing to make them feel bad 
for merely being children.

Spring Bulbs
You may have seen volunteers out planting more bulbs 
in the last week or so.  Purchased and planted by ZCRA 
over the years, spring bulbs along roadsides and edges of 
open areas around the estate now offer a welcome blaze 
of colour in the spring of each year.
There are still quite a few good places not yet planted and 
some older bulbs have wilted now - hence the continuing 
programme.
If you would like to help next year by planting more 
bulbs in a public space near you, contact ZCRA.

Please be considerate
There has been a very noticeable increase in the amount of dog poo left on public areas of 
the estate, including the sports field and areas immediately next to dog waste bins. Please 
monitor your dog when out and about and make sure you clean up EVERY TIME.
Youngsters clearly enjoy using the cycle track they have constructed in the woods (which 
are not part of the Copse itself) between the Swing Bridge and the playing fields.  However, 
the downside is that they have left a great amount of litter and there is ever more destruction 
of trees.  Please ask your children to respect the environment, to take their rubbish home, 
to clear up the litter that is already there, and to stop wantonly damaging trees.  It would be 
such a shame if their cycling enjoyment was curtailed.
The Copse itself is a Conservation Area and unauthorised works are forbidden.  Please will 
those who have stolen sections of fencing, erected swings, dug holes and constructed ramps 
in the Copse cease and desist or there will be trouble ahead.
There have been several recent incidents of vandalism around the Community Centre, 
including rude graffiti on the new play boulder, damage to a sign by the play area, and 
uprooting of one of the goalposts.  Trees elsewhere have also been vandalised.  A parked 
car was badly scratched in the middle of the night by rowdy passers-by recently.
Please contact the police on 101 if you see criminal behaviour like this.
Expect to see increased police presence around the estate for a while.


