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ZCRA NewsLetter
No 67                                January 2013

ZCRA AGM
8 for 8:15 pm in

Zebon Copse Centre
Thursday 21 February 2013

Agenda
1. Apologies
2. Last minutes
3. Chairman’s report
4. Approval of accounts
5. Appointment of Auditor
6. Appointment of cheque signatories
7. Election of committee
8. Any other business
9. End AGM - BREAK for refreshments
10. Parish, District & County Councillors
11. Plans for the Copse by the Ranger

All residents are invited to attend the AGM and help 
guide the way ahead for YOUR Residents’ Association 
over the coming year and to hear updates on local 
matters of interest.
If there is anything you particularly wish to raise, it 
would be appreciated if you could communicate with  
the committee in advance so that consideration can be 
given to how best to address the issue.
Membership fees remain at £2 per household for the 
year (£1 for pensioners) and can be paid either at the 
door or when collectors call after the AGM.

ZCRA  2012
The ZCRA committee continued to keep a watching eye on the fabric of the estate and to seek action to 
rectify anything that needed attention. Advice was offered to residents on how best to deal with problems 
they raised with us.
This year an additional 2000 bulbs were planted along Brandon Road, which should further enhance the 
spring display. Thanks are due to the many volunteers who did the work, organised by Vicky Jackson.
The fete at the beginning of July was blessed with reasonable weather for a change and was well attended. 
The dog agility and fun dog show were very popular.
The Halloween Party at the end of October was a great success enjoyed by over 60 children with a disco, 
fancy dress competition and refreshments for parents and children.  Many thanks to organisers Laura 
Hensby and Mary Beckett for all their planning and hard work on the day.
The Christmas Fayre in November was also very successful and the raffle raised £180 for the Phyllis 
Tuckwell Hospice. A wide range of local people took stalls and donated prizes to the raffle - we thank 
them all.  Grateful thanks are also due to Zoe Abbotts, who did all the hard work of booking the stalls 
and organising the event.
Hopefully we will be able to run both events again this year.
Once again we seek at least one more committee member, ideally from the Gally Hill end of the estate, 
to widen our coverage and to give extra help for organising events etc. If you might be interested, please 
make contact and sit in on a committee meeting to find out more.
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ZCRA Committee
Chairman/Fete/Newsletter: David Jackson 615052

Treasurer/Membership: Val Hall 613970
Secretary: Anne Foulsham 629934

Helpers: Kathy Roades 627093
Mark Hensby 697065     Rajan (Spar shop)

ZCRA email: zcra@ntlworld.com
Keep an eye on the ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar shop for any late news

New Copse Display Boards
Natalie Tanzer, Zebon Copse Ranger writes...

We have recently installed 8 lecterns, designed to lead visitors on an interpretive 
nature trail around Zebon Copse, looking at wildlife habitats including ancient 
woodland, a newly dug pond, and a wet heath glade.  The nature trail was funded 
by a big lottery grant, to make improvements to the site for community and 
wildlife.  Much hard work has been put into Zebon Copse over the last 2 years, 
including holly clearance to improve the site for wildflowers and butterflies, 
a new natural woven-hazel path through bluebell woods, a new boardwalk 
through a wet woodland, a new pond and dipping platform, interpretation panels 
and hand-crafted green oak lecterns!  The creation of the pond, the coppicing in 
the mire and holly clearance in the woodland are key conservation works that 
will have a number of benefits, such as promoting wildflower growth (important 
for many pollinating insects such as butterflies/bees) and improving habitats for 
invertebrates, birds and mammals such as dormice.  It is hoped that now the bulk 
of this work is complete, that we will soon be able to start a reintroduction of 
traditional coppice rotation in these woods.

Coppicing
The practice of coppicing has declined rapidly over the last century, 
resulting in many woods becoming dark, dense and overcrowded places, 
lacking the openings and clearings which allow for the development 
of a diverse ground flora.  For butterflies, this can be catastrophic, as 
if their floral food plants are absent, so are the butterflies themselves.  
Restoring a range of butterfly species to the woodland may therefore 
involve removing trees rather than planting them.  As the coppiced 
trees begin to re-grow, however, the low dense vegetation will provide 
amazing shelter for invertebrates, mammals and threatened birds such 
as nightingales.  
High biodiversity and a wide range of woodland species is the goal, 
and active woodland Zebon Copse is essential if we want to create and 
maintain the structural diversity required to support this.  Volunteers play 
an important role in this, and much of this work would not be possible 
without the help of volunteers.  If you would have a few hours to spare 
each month and would like to get involved, or just find out more, please 
contact the site rangers at northern.sites@hants.gov.uk.

Ranger Natalie will brief on this at the AGM (see over).

ZCRA Fete 2013
This year’s fete will be held a week earlier than usual on

Sunday 30 June from 1-5pm
As usual there will be something for everyone, so please put the date in 
your diary and plan to come early to enjoy the food and drink on offer 
plus the usual funfair and other attractions. More details closer to the 
time.
Volunteer helpers are needed for putting up, taking down and manning 
stalls. If you are willing to help, please contact Kathy Roades on 627093.

Cyclist ?
If you are interested in joining an informal group of cyclists of all 
abilities and ages for a regular Sunday morning ride from 08.00 
onwards from the Community Centre being both road and off road, 
please contact Mark Hensby on 01252 697065. He would like to 
establish a regular group of locals interested in keeping fit, sharing 
their local routes and who generally like to promote and encourage 
two-wheeled transport.

Warning !
Rogue Traders are currently cold calling in the Church Crookham 
and surrounding area of Hampshire offering free loft and cavity wall 
insulation.  
Trading Standards would advise consumers not to agree to work that 
is instigated as a result of a cold call or via a leaflet drop. Consumers 
should obtain at least 3 written quotes from reputable businesses or 
traders who are either members of the Hampshire County Council 
Trading Standards Buy With Confidence Scheme or a recognised 
trade association.
Members of the Buy With Confidence scheme are fully audited to 
ensure their trading practices are legal, honest and fair.  All members 
have been checked for trustworthiness and compliance with 
consumer protection laws. Details can be obtained by telephoning 
01962 833620, emailing buy.with.confidence@hants.gov.uk or via 
the website www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk
Traders who agree work at the home of an individual or at a place 
other than their usual business premises are required by law to 
provide consumers with a Notice of Right to Cancel, which gives 
consumers a 7 day cooling off period.  Work should not commence 
until this period has ended, unless written agreement is obtained 
from that consumer beforehand.
Further information about the eligibility criteria for assistance with 
funding for loft and/or cavity wall insulation can be obtained from 
the Energy Saving Trust on  0300 123 1234.
If anyone has any information about traders who are cold calling or 
requires any advice on doorstep crime they can contact Hampshire 
County Council’s Quick Response Team on 01962 833666 (Monday 
– Friday 0900hrs to 1700hrs) where specially trained officers are on 
hand to provide advice.  

Wildlife Volunteers
The Hart conservation youth volunteering team with Hampshire 
& Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust needs new recruits this year so we 
are searching high and low for young people aged 11-25 years 
that would like to give something unique a go. Sessions kick off 
on Wednesday 30th January 2013 and will run every fortnight. 
Sessions start at around 10.30am (depending on your location) and 
finish at around 3pm and always include breaks and refreshments.
Transport and all equipment is provided and pick ups can be 
arranged from major towns in the Hart District.
Numbers are limited to eight young people every session.
Contact Sophie Beesley Youth Volunteering Officer 
(North Hampshire) sophieb@hwt.org.uk 01256 
381103 or 07970 564544. Find us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/northhampshireyouthvolunteers.

Wildflower Islands
Hart Council has agreed to create trial wildflower ‘islands’ under the 
pylons between Danvers Drive and Londlandes and beside Daphne 
Drive. The selected areas should be marked out in February and 
cleared  of turf in March ready for mixed wildflower planting.


