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ZCRA NewsLetter
No 72                           May 2014

ZEBON COPSE FETE
1-5pm Sunday
29 June 2014

Community Centre
2pm & 4pm Birds of Prey Flying
3pm Fun Dog Show for pets
Trad Jazz Band
Fun Fair
Hog Roast & BBQ
Real Ale Bar
Ice Cream
Teas & Cakes
Local stalls
Free Dog Microchipping

Free admission. Everyone welcome.
Do come along with all the family to this very popular annual event.
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ZCRA Committee
Chairman/Fete/Newsletter: David Jackson 615052

Treasurer/Membership: Val Hall 613970
Secretary: Ian Clarke 408152

Helpers: Kathy Roades 627093
Kirsty Arnold

Mark Hensby 697065
Julie Kelly

Rajan (Spar shop) 623050
------------

Twitter: @ZebonCopse
Web: www.zcra.org.uk

ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar shop

Planning
Over 150 objections have been lodged with Hart Council over 
the proposal by Martin Grant Homes to build 315 houses on 
‘Albany Park’ between Watery Lane and St Nicholas School 
across to the stables and with a country park down to the canal 
(14/00504/MAJOR). It seems likely that this application will 
be considered by the newly re-elected Hart Council at the July 
meeting of their Planning Committee, but this date has yet to 
be confirmed.
Meanwhile, Berkeley Homes, developer of the Edenbrook 
estate on Hitches Lane, has held informal consultations with 
the public about building 423 houses south of the Calthorpe 
Park School sports pitches on the Netherhouse Moor side of 
Hitches Lane on the site known locally as Grove Farm, which 
triggered the formation of FACE-IT. This site was initially 
proposed for inclusion in the emerging Hart Local Plan, but 
withdrawn after  mass objections from the public and a change 
of emphasis after Hart Council elections altered the balance of 
power. Now that the emerging Local Plan has been rejected 
by the Planning Inspector and Hart is still at least a year away 
from getting its modified Plan through the system, the proposal 
to build on this site has been resurrected by the developer.
Another pre-application, 14/00631/PREAPP, has been 
submitted for 60 houses on Stillers Farm, a little way up 
Ewshot Lane, to connect into the QEB site.
A decision by Hart is still pending for a further 49 houses on 
the site immediately behind Redfields Garden Centre, ‘The 
Gables’, under 13/02256/MAJOR. 
An application is also expected for 25 houses (13/02351/
SITE99) off Knight Close off Pilcot Road in Crookham Village.
With 193 extra houses also planned for Edenbrook under 
13/02513/MAJOR, this means that we are threatened with over 
1000 more houses in our local area on top of the almost 1000 
already approved for QEB.
To help cope with all the extra sewage these developments will 
generate, Thames Water is proposing under 14/00894/FUL to 
build a large new pumping station on land adjacent to Hitches 
Lane immediately opposite the entrance to Calthorpe Park 
School.
It is important that everyone who has a view on such 
developments monitors the Hart planning and Crookham 
Village Parish Council web sites and/or agendas on CVPC 
noticeboards, does some homework, and submits their views to 
Hart during the related consultation periods. Overall response 
to Albany Park was encouraging for local democracy, but now 
is not the time to relax if you want your opinions to be taken 
into account on the significant further challenges to our local 
countryside, traffic and facilities.
To see details of planning applications on the web, visit 
the Hart Council web site at www.hart.gov.uk or follow the 
direct links from the Planning page of the ZCRA web site 
at www.zcra.org.uk/planning.

Flooding
Thanks are due to those who contributed information on 
flooding that occurred in our area over Christmas and early 
January. This has been collated and a report issued by ZCRA, 
which is available on line at www.zcra.org.uk/flooding/. 
As a result, we have been able to get local drainage investigated 
in depth by Hart Council with the prospect of improved 
resilience in the future.
The power of good photographs, accompanied by detailed 
information on what is important plus where and when 
the photo was taken, cannot be underestimated. Too often 
significant events are very transitory and words alone do not 
carry enough weight to generate corrective action.
If we get any more significant events, please do remember 
your camera and send pictures and details to ZCRA as soon 
as possible.
And don’t forget that, without being intrusive, good photographs 
of any other issue for which corrective action is desired can add 
very great weight to your arguments and are likely to make a 
significant difference to chances of successful resolutions.

Fete Helpers 29 June
As always with the fete, ZCRA needs helpers to put up, run, and take 
down the fete on the day.
The morning session usually takes less than 2 hours from 0930 to put 
up tents, put out tables and chairs etc.
During the fete we need people to help with the BBQ and Ice Cream. 
Afterwards we need help for around an hour from 5pm to take 
things down again and to do a litter pick across the site so we leave 
everything as we found it.
If you are willing to help, please contact Kathy Roades on 627093.

ZCRA Events 2014 
Fete  1-5pm 29 June 

Halloween Children’s Party - date TBD 
Christmas Fayre 22 November

Wildflower Planting
Janice Stenning, coordinator of the wildflower project, writes:
Saturday morning, 12th April, was bright and mild and perfect for the 
wildflower beds working party. Seven Zebon Copse residents joined  
Paul Howe, Hart Council’s Biodiversity officer, and set to with 
enthusiasm (and some  joking!) to weed out dandelions and grass 
from the ‘Pylon’ bed, then scrape and reseed where possible.    It was 
decided that the bed further along the path has become so overgrown 
with grass that it would be better left alone until the autumn this 
season and to dig over and reseed then.
After being fortified with refreshments, the group moved on to 
Daphne Drive;  this bed required the least weeding,  with wildflower 
plants already coming up; again it was scraped and partially re-
seeded. A new ‘crescent shaped’ bed had been well prepared for us 
by the Council’s maintenance team on the corner of Browning Road 
(near the small pumping station) and just required a few of us to 
remove stones, rake over and seed.
Now it has rained, we anticipate that the new plants will soon be 
showing and begin growing strongly, hopefully before the weeds can 
get a hold.
It was a satisfying effort which we all enjoyed.

ZCRA on the Web
Keep an eye on the ZCRA Twitter feed at @ZebonCopse to keep up 
to date with local items of interest.
This Twitter feed is also embedded in the home page of the ZCRA 
web site at www.zcra.org.uk.
We are gradually adding more material to the web site, so please 
visit from time to time to make the most of this useful source of local 
information, which includes an updated PDF version of the detailed 
estate map that you can see on noticeboards.
If you have any thoughts on additional content for the web site, or 
hear of anything which might be suitable for going out on Twitter,  
please email details to chair@zcra.org.uk.


