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ZCRA NewsLetter
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ZCRA  AGM
8 pm Thursday

19 February 2014
The Annual General Meeting of Zebon Copse Residents 
Association will be held in Zebon Copse Centre at 8pm on 
Thursday 19 February 2015. All residents are cordially invited to 
attend and make their inputs to the role of ZCRA for the coming 
years and enjoy light refreshments and a glass of wine.
Parish, District and County Councillors have been invited to give 
an outline of their topics of interest and to field any questions.

AGENDA

1. Apologies

2. Last minutes

3. Chairman’s report

4. Approval of accounts

5. Appointment of Auditor

6. Appointment of cheque signatories

7. Future of ZCRA.

8. Election of committee

9. Any other business

10. End AGM - BREAK for refreshments

11. Councillor Question Time

What is ZCRA?
Zebon Copse Residents’ Association was started by residents in the 
early 1990s, when the estate was still being built, with the aim of 
fostering community spirit. The Association is properly constituted 
with audited accounts and a written constitution with a formal 
Annual General Meeting each year. Day to day management is by 
an elected committee of volunteers that meets approximately once 
a month with major decisions being deferred to the AGM or, if 
urgent, to a Special General Meeting called for that purpose.
Major objectives are:
• To ensure that ZCRA remains representative by collecting 

small subscriptions  and feedback from members each year.
• To inform residents of significant items of local interest via 

printed newsletters, our web site at www.zcra.org.uk,  Twitter 
at @ZebonCopse, and the ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar 
shop.

• To respond to requests for advice from members.
• To foster community spirit by holding community-based events 

like the annual fete, Halloween party for kids and Christmas 
Fayre.

• To maintain estate infrastructure by encouraging appropriate 
authorities to do their duty. To this end we seek to establish and 
maintain contacts with key personnel in relevant authorities to 
facilitate speedy remedies when addressing problems.

• To encourage residents to join work parties in support of estate 
projects - eg wild flowers, Copse maintenance and litter picks.

• To use ZCRA funds, where appropriate and agreed by members, 
to fill gaps in provision by other organisations/authorities. eg 
Dog Bag dispensers purchased recently.

Last year we had over 700 members, slightly down on previous 
years, out of approximately 1100 households in our catchment area, 
which extends throughout the estate from Redfields Lane to Gally 
Hill Road and includes Elmfield and Watery Lane. The very small 
annual subscription of £2/household (£1 for pensioners) provides 
sufficient income to subsidise community events (particularly the 
fete) and to print newsletters, maintain the web presence, etc.
Over the last two years ZCRA has purchased and installed 3 dog-
bag dispensers - at Londlandes, Zebon Copse Centre, and on 
Brandon Road in the centre of the estate. Crookham Village Parish 
Council has agreed to provide the bags and ongoing maintenance, 
the cost of which would have been excessive compared to annual 
ZCRA income.
The committee acts on inputs from members and items from their 
own observations to trigger action to seek remedial work where 
appropriate. Typical topics include potholes in the road, missing  
or damaged manholes or other covers, flooding, blocked ditches, 
maintenance of open spaces, obstruction of pavements and 
footpaths, and law and order issues.
We have lost a number of committee members recently due to 
changes in personal circumstances or moving away. An appeal 
for more members made in the last members-only newsletter 
resulted in Philippa May and Rowan Hill volunteering to join the 
committee - welcome! However, we are still looking for one or two 
more people with drive and initiative to join the committee, or just 
to help organise events, as we look to secure the longer-term future 
of the Association and its roles in the community.
To run the fete, we rely on volunteer help from residents to put 
things up and take them down, man the various food and drink 
outlets, and generally help on the day.
We also rely on help from residents to deliver newsletters and 
collect the annual subscriptions.
If you are willing to contribute in any way, please contact one 
of the committee (see over or via the web site contact form).

Key Events for 2015
AGM

8pm 19 February Community Centre

Litter Pick
10am -12 noon Sunday 1 March Spar Shop

Zebon Copse Fete
1-5pm Sunday 28 June

Halloween Party & Christmas Fayre
Zebon Copse Centre TBD
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ZCRA Committee
Chairman/Fete/Newsletter: David Jackson 615052 chair@zcra.org.uk

Treasurer/Membership: Val Hall 613970
Secretary: Julie Kelly secretary@zcra.org.uk

Kirsty Arnold
Mark Hensby 697065

Rowan Hill
Philippa May

Rajan (Spar shop) 623050
Kathy Roades (retiring)

------------
Twitter: @ZebonCopse
Web: www.zcra.org.uk

ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar shop

ZCRA on the Web
The ZCRA web site at www.zcra.org.uk and the ZCRA Twitter 
feed at @ZebonCopse are the best ways to keep in touch with 
news that directly affects people on the estate, for example 
recent changes to local bus services.
If you hear of anything that might be of general interest, or have 
any suggestions for adding to the web site (preferably with a 
relevant contribution!), please email webmaster@zcra.org.uk.
And don’t forget the ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar shop.

Estate Litter Pick 
10am Sunday 1 March

Spar Shop
Each year ZCRA holds a litter pick around the estate timed to 
be after the coldest weather and before too much growth of 
vegetation hides the offending litter.
Litter seems to accumulate over winter months and there is 
now a lot of dispersed litter to collect. It would be nice if those 
who drop the litter would desist, but that seems to be far too 
much to ask nowadays.
ZCRA will supply litter pickers, heavy-duty gloves and bags, 
and arrange for the spoils to be removed by Hart Council after 
the event.

Everyone is invited. Wear sensible clothes and footwear.
Meet at 10am outside the Spar Shop. Please be there on time 
so we can allocate teams to cover as much of the estate as 
possible. We try to finish by 12 noon.

Littering &c
Speaking of litter, here are the concerns of a resident of 
Jessett Drive: I am  becoming increasingly concerned about 
the numbers of boys playing football and hanging around at 
the top of the green and especially the amount of litter that 
they constantly leave behind. Most nights I go out and collect 
up the Spar bags and Lucozade bottles that they leave. I have 
asked the boys not to leave the litter but been told it is not their 
mess ... I even had one boy’s father on my door step accusing 
me of harassing his son! I don’t mind the children playing on 
the green. My 2 daughters play there as well. I just object to 
the swearing, litter and general rude behaviour. Not sure if 
something can be put in your newsletter to remind the residents 
of the estate as what is normal and acceptable behaviour.
Tacit acceptance of antisocial behaviour, for whatever reason, 
will not encourage perpetrators to desist. In today’s defensive 
and litigious age, direct confrontation is often unwise, but 
detailed reports of any incidents to ZCRA, with accurate 
descriptions and identifications (if known), might just allow us 
to address this issue - if necessary through the police.

New Developments
Martin Grant has appealed the decision by Hart Council to refuse 
permission for 300 houses on ‘Albany Park’ between Watery Lane 
and St Nicholas School about which there was so much resident 
concern last year. To add to its earlier submissions on this application,  
in December Crookham Village Parish Council submitted results of 
a survey of residents of Watery Lane that established their normal 
traffic routes and frequencies in order to add weight to challenges 
to the developer’s traffic analysis of potential residents of Albany 
Park. The deadline for submitting new information to the Planning 
Inspectorate passed on 31 December last, so now we must wait for 
the hearing in public to take place in Hart some time during the 
Summer of 2015.
A similar appeal for 13 new houses on Blue Prior industrial estate 
(near to the BUPA care home on Redfields Lane opposite Zebon 
Copse) was successful recently, so that’s a few more houses to add 
traffic to existing peak-hour queues.
Another 49 dwellings are due to be built between Redfields Garden 
Centre and the Tennis Club off Ewshot Lane. Once again these will 
most likely add traffic to Redfields Lane/Aldershot Road.
Meanwhile, further afield, an application to build over 400 houses off 
Hitches Lane between Crookham Village and the Leisure Centre is 
expected to be considered by Hart’s Planning Committee in February.

Public Transport
Our local bus service vanished on 5 January 2015 due to budget 
cuts by Hampshire County Council. The No 30 service has been 
withdrawn completely, removing our only direct bus service to 
and from Frimley Park hospital. The only remaining bus coming 
anywhere near our estate is the No 72 from Reading to Farnborough, 
which travels down Coxheath Road, along Gally Hill Road to The 
Wyvern, and then heads away towards Crookham roundabout.
To fill a small part of the gap thus caused, a taxishare scheme has 
been established that will link Zebon Copse (and part of Crookham 
Village) to Fleet for a restricted range of times and destinations. In 
addition, other ways of filling the gaps in public transport are being 
investigated by local councils. More detail at www.zcra.org.uk when 
available.
Anyone seriously disadvantaged by these changes should contact 
ZCRA so that the extent of possible use of a replacement bus service 
can be established. Unfortunately, unless there is significant interest, 
bus services are unlikely to re-appear any time soon.

Bad Car Parking
It seems to be tempting for some people to treat areas of public grass 
as car parks. The result, any time the ground is soft, is damage to 
the surface, creation of unsightly and uneven ruts, and hostility from 
many people with greater sensibilities for acceptable behaviour.
Please do not damage grass verges and open spaces by inappropriate 
parking. And parking on pavements so that pedestrians are obstructed 
is against the law - so please don’t do that either.

Copse Working Parties
The wooded area Zebon Copse is administered by Hampshire 
Rangers based in Yateley. Jo Armson is the current Copse 
ranger.
Volunteer work parties are normally held once a month to 
maintain paths, cut back vegetation and for other conservation 
activities. Volunteers should wear suitable clothing and 
footwear, but the Rangers will supply any tools and equipment 
required, plus refreshments. People of all ages are very welcome 
to meet near the Copse end of Londlandes at 10 am on the 
second Sunday of the month. The next few dates are: 8 February; 
8 March; 12 April; and 10 May.
If you are willing to help, even occasionally, why not put your 
name down as a ‘Friend of Zebon Copse’ by contacting Jo at 
jo.armson@hants.gov.uk or 01252 870425 to keep informed?


