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Zebon Copse Fete
1-5pm Sunday 3 July 2016

Community Centre
All the usual attractions will be there: Hog Roast; BBQ; Real Ale bar; soft drinks; ice 
cream; teas (by Riding for the Disabled); Live Trad Jazz band; and Fun Fair.
Free kite-making classes for 4-11 year-olds (sponsored by Crookham Village Parish Council).
Fun dog show for pets. Traditional games for all ages.
Many local stalls including: Face painting; Local businesses relevant to residents; HCC 
Countryside Rangers – our Copse; Basingstoke Canal Society – our Canal; Usborne Books; 
Beauty advice and products; Locally made preserves and plants; Locally crafted original gifts 
made from wood, silver, buttons, wool, fabrics and more; clothes; watches; jewellery; cards; 
mugs, and bags.

Enquiries to zcraevents@gmail.com
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to help put up, take down and to assist ZCRA during the event. 

Contact the committee to volunteer! 

Halloween Party for Kids ??? Sunday afternoon 30 October
We would like to run another kids’ Halloween party, but the problem is that we have no-one to run it. This event was so successful 
and well received last year with an excellent entertainer. ZCRA has decorations for the hall and will make the necessary bookings, 
so the major effort is in setting up the hall on the day and running the event with some preparatory work on ticketing.

Please Volunteer to Help Run this Event! 

Can we do it (again)?  …  Yes we can!
By popular request …

Following on from our February 6th success

A Chance to Dance
Is to be repeated, so the date for your diary is
Saturday 26 November

“The bands were very entertaining” “The fish and chips were hot and tasty”
“The bar, sensibly priced”

Residents chatted, listened, watched, danced, drank and made merry.
Something for everyone, it was a very inclusive, convivial evening.

Put the date in your diary for the family!

Watch www.zcra.org.uk for updates.
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ZCRA Committee
Chairman/Fete/Newsletter: David Jackson 615052 chair@zcra.org.uk

Treasurer/Membership: Val Hall 613970
Minute Secretaries: Nicole Le Jeune & Barnabus Balint

Helpers, subs, deliveries: Tony Gallagher 677079
Event stalls: Rowan Hill  zcraevents@gmail.com

 Kathy Roades
Rajan (Spar shop) 623050

------------
Twitter: @ZebonCopse           Web: www.zcra.org.uk

ZCRA noticeboard outside the Spar shop

Copse Work Party
Every second Sunday of the month, at 10 am, a group of local 
volunteers meet with the ranger at the end of Londlandes Road. You 
will recognise us by our wellies, outdoor work clothing, friendly 
smiles and good humour.
We have a tea break around 11.15 am (refreshments provided) which 
gives the volunteers the opportunity to ask the ranger questions about 
the Copse, nature etc. and just generally have a chat.
On 10th April the job needing most urgent attention were the blocked 
ditches. These had become full of leaves, causing flooding across the 
paths around the Copse. With the aid of cromes, shovels and sheer 
determination the volunteers heaved the wet leaves from the ditches. 
The sense of excitement and satisfaction when the water suddenly 
started flowing was amazing and expressed by a great cheer from the 
volunteers. To quote one of the volunteers, ‘It’s good for the soul.’
If you think this might be the kind of activity that you would enjoy, 
come and give it a try. Gloves and tools are provided and there are 
jobs for all abilities and ages.

Nicole Le Jeune

Litter Pick
Zebon Copse Residents’ Association, ably assisted by some 
Geocachers, held another successful litter pick around the estate on 
Sunday 28th February 2016. The group of about 20 volunteer litter 
pickers took to the streets, paths and streams of the Zebon Copse 
estate for what was an enjoyable and sociable event.
As well as large quantities of the usual food wrappers, cans and 
bottles, they retrieved some rather unusual items: pipes, a bucket, 
an estate agent sign, a traffic cone, a piece of a car and a football. 
One of the most memorable parts of the event was retrieving two 
large plastic bags full of water from a stream. Creative thinking and 
effective teamwork on the part of the volunteers enabled them to 
empty and remove the bags of water. The part of the car came in 
useful here.  A number of appreciative members of the community, 
out for a walk on our beautiful estate, thanked the litter pickers for 
their valuable contribution.
As an extra touch this year, we were supporting the ‘Clean for the 
Queen’ campaign to celebrate Her Majesty’s 90th birthday.
This was the 7th joint litter pick and most definitely not the last! If 
you are interested in joining us on our next litter pick, keep an eye on 
the Spar notice board and ZCRA website.

Barnabas Balint

Spring Bulbs
Some of the areas with spring bulbs would benefit from 
refreshing and there is scope for new plantings as well. ZCRA 
can supply the bulbs, but volunteers are needed to do the 
planting on open areas of the estate in September.
If you enjoy the colours of spring from the thousands already 
planted, then please contact the committee to volunteer to help 
make it even better.
Suggestions of new places to plant will also be welcome.

Parish Council
It is very disappointing and very regrettable that only five 
stalwarts put themselves forward for re-election as Crookham 
Village Parish Councillors in the 5th May elections. As a result, 
all five have been automatically elected without a ballot for the 
next four years.
There are now vacancies for one new councillor for each of the 
three parish wards: Zebon; Village; and Netherhouse. You do 
not have to live in the ward to qualify.
The vacancies will, hopefully, be filled by co-option in the 
near future. This is YOUR chance to have a say in spending 
the parish element of your council tax and to make a real 
contribution to local democracy, so please give serious thought 
to putting yourself forward.
See the parish web site at www.crookhamvillage.org.uk to 
get a feeling for what the council does and come along to a 
monthly meeting. Contact the clerk@crookhamvillage.org.uk 
for further details and advice on how to apply.

Photo Competition
The Parish Council is looking for quality pictures of local 
scenes or landmarks to hang on the walls of the redecorated 
meeting room in Zebon Copse Centre. To this end, CVPC 
will be holding a photo competition for parishioners, which 
includes everyone on Zebon Copse estate.
A condition of entry will be that the Parish Council is granted 
the right to reproduce and display entered images in the Centre.
Further details will be available in the next Parish Council 
newsletter and at the Zebon Copse fete. Prizes will be awarded 
to those entries selected for display.
Start building your portfolio!

ZCRA 2017+ ?
With the imminent departure of our long-time chairman, ZCRA 
seeks to recruit additional committee members to cover the range 
of activities and events that we provide in support of the local 
community.
The committee meets in the evening approximately monthly and the 
workload is very modest most of the time.
Please volunteer to assist in encouraging a sense of community on 
the estate and helping to keep everything shipshape and attractive.
Contact any member of the committee as below or use the contact 
form at www.zcra.org.uk.

Wildflower Beds
Three of the wildflower beds have been left untouched this 
season and are all now showing signs of growth; the bed nearest 
to the pylon was rotovated and reseeded, and an additional bed 
was created along Daphne Drive.
A resident has suggested that a community herb bed would 
be a welcome addition and the possibilities for this are being 
investigated. Details of the scheme will be available at the 
Summer Fete.

Police Survey
Our local police seek views on policing priorities via an on-line 
survey at https://www.dropbox.com/en/help/328 which closes 
on 20 June.

Watery Lane
Following the Hart Council response to Martin Grant’s pre-
application layouts for their proposed Albany Park development 
adjacent to Watery Lane, revised internal site layouts were 
submitted to Hart Council in early May this year.
Enter 14/00504 into the search box at http://publicaccess.hart.
gov.uk/online-applications/ to see details.


